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is : 

' were taken in ha 
from the Preacher, and. every wiſe 

© 40 cangyd Reader will calily 'think; 


_ that every thing 18-not ſo. Exact and* 
| Perfect; as-if the Author had Viewed 
# and Corredted things himfelf; but. 
| howcyer,.it is muchdefired by thoſe 


I that had far long under. his Miniftry 
that theſe Sermons might be” Pub. 


liſhed, becauſe they treat of ſuch'an 
excellent Subjc&t, ſerring forth our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, our” 
great High Prieſt and Mediator, in 
2 plain and Spiricual miner, hold- 


ing forth Chriſt as an object of Faith; 
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that thofe who are "FP _ 


5 them. | ; | 


may be incouraged to look to him 
and be fived, that they may know | 
the way of coming to Gad by him; | 
and that thoſe that haye believed ® 
chro Grace, thay learn to make more 
conſtant uſe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
for Sanctification and Conſolation 
all cheir days, ſeeing we do recave all 
Spiricual bleſſings thro him. The 
chief deſign of theſe Sermons 1s to 
extol Chriſt, of whoſe Perſon, and of 
the Worth of our Redemption by -| 
him, when Miniſters have ſaid all 
they can, the half is not told of him, 
yea, 1t may be ſaid, How little a por- | 
tion 1s known of him? * * | 
It ſeems thoſe that heard theſe Ser- | 
mons Preached were much affected 
with them; and it 1s hoped the Lord 
w1ll pleaſe to put in by his Spirit to 
bleſs chem to tioſe that ſhall read*” 


Martin Finch. 
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To the Congregation lately pertaining unto 
the Care and Overlight of Mr. Robert Ottee, 
Preacher of the "Goſpel at Beck&es in 


» Suffolk, | 


Dear Brethren, 


ON have here preſented ta your view 


' © ſweetly in your Ears. He Preached on 
: thu Chapter, as for your Edification 
and Gonſolation,ſo (as he told me) for his own, for. 
he had many Warnings of putting off his Taher- 
nacle. They were Freached on the former part + 
of the Lords day, for he Preached on the after- 
noon from other Scriptures, more ſuitable to the 
greater part of his Auditors, Theſe were his 
laſt Sengons. 
We read of the great Prophet Elijah, that he 
left his Mantle, when he was caught up to Hea- 
ven, 2 King, 2. 13. by which great Wonders 
were effeted. And by the bleſſing of God, who 
giveth the mcreaſe, great things may be wrought 
by a ſpiritual, though not miraculous operation, in 
the reading of theſe Sermons. © 
By theſe we may underſtand what a great - 
bleſſing you enjoyed in ſuch a Miniſter for above __ 
Pe A3 Thirty 


thoſe profitable Sermons which ſounded * ; | 


The Epi Dolieaiy 


Thirty years, who was abundant in Labours. And 
likewiſe how great your Loſs 1s under which yon 
yet mourn! © 

He was (as 1s well known) an Interpreter one 
of a Thouſand, Job 33.2. An {\pollos, mighty 
en the Scriptures, Ads 18. 24, 
Though you are in want of. a good Shepherd - 
to feed the Flock, yet you muſt ſay a5 Abraham 
(of old) to his Son Iſaac, God will provide. 
 T intend brevity, and only add a word or two 
more to you that were his Flock ; Remember. how 
you have recewv2d and heard, and hold faſt aud 
repent, Rev. 3. 3. - Brethren, farewel, be per- 
feet, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live 1n 
peace, and the God of Love and Peace TR be 
ww Jon. 


I remain, 


Your willing Servant 
_ for on lake, 


WILL. BIDB 1K. 
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Chziſt ſet forth. 


SERMON L 


Hebrews 7. and 1, 2, 3 verſes, 


For this Melchilbdech King .of : Salem, Prief 
of the moſt high God, of met Abraham 
returning from = ſlaughter of the Kings, 
and bleſſed him: 

To whom alfo Abraham gave a tenth part of all: 
Eirft being by interpretation, King of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and after that alſo King of Salem, 

» . which 5, King of Peace. 

Without Father, ef: Mother, without deſcent, 

having neither beginning of days, nor end of 

life ; but made hike untothe Son of God,abideth 

a Prieſt continually. 


Aving lately ſpoken many ing 
of drawing near ' to Godz, as K.. 
i the duty of all men to doz'® it of 


true Believers eſpecially : Ax 
that there is no drawing near to God,but by 
our great High-Prieſt,our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
eng the Lord having ſworn that this Chrift 
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is a Prieſt for ever after-the Order of Mel- 
chifedeck : It will be very neceſſary, through 


. Gods afliftance, to open and apply this Mel- 


chiſedeck, as he was a type of Jeſus Chriſt. 
x know that there are many in this Congre- 
gation, that are but Babes inChriſtianity, 


and have need of - Mk rather. than-ftrong 
meat; plain Preaching, and' that *vhich-1s.. 
ealie for them to underſtand: "But. there art -þ 
ſeveral other able Chriſtians here amoneſt | 
ys, that have had- their ſenſe of the things,” | 
of God, of many years ſtanding,” that- may. 


be able to digeſt ſtronger meat; and for their © 
aies I would, according to my. meaſure © 
ability, open this Myſtery of Chrifts Ever- 
laſting Prieſthood, under *this type of. Me - 
ehiſedeck, that ſo we may grow more per- 
fect in our knowledge. Thereare many great 
and profitable Myſteries couched -in Melch:- 


if 


fedeck's Name and Office: And fo great a 
Myſtery it is, as the Apoſtle ſpends a great 


part of this Chapter in opening of that My- 
ſtery; How Chriſt'is a Prieſt atter the or- 
der-of Melciiſedeck,; and then' makes appli- 
cation of the whole 1n the latter part of the 


Chapter; and therefore 1 intend ( God 
_ willing ) to go through this Chapter, briefly 


in the former part of the day. ' For beſides 
the:Goſpel Myſteries, that are held out in 
this Melchifedeck,' here are divers practical 
TY LEE * Rey ; Truths 
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© Truths to bs handled, as we go along, which 
are of daily.uſe to us. 
+... Now the. Apoſile having in the laſt words 
/ of the foregoing chapter, ſaid, Chriſt is made 
a Prieft for ever after the order of Melchiſedeck, 
"he comes. now. to. deſcribe Melchiſedeck :to 
-them---Firſt by. his 'Name and Offiee, and 
..then by- his pious. ation, in going out -to 
+. meet Abraham.. As for his Name,we ſhall not 
- LE to fland upon that, becauſe. the Apoſtle 
\interprets.it in the following words-—His Of- 
- fices were both King and Prieſt : King of Sa- 
lem, and Prieſt of the. moſt high God...  _ 
Secondly, By. the. work: that he did, which 
was, that he met Abraham. returning from: the 
+ laughter of the: Kings, and bleft him-— That is 
"the ſum'of the firſt verſe-— in the 2d yerſe we 
have ſet down, what Abraham did for Melchi- 
NW Abraham gave. the tenth part of all-the- 
ſpoil. that he took from the four Kings after 
his Conque?.: And he did not give this unto 
| Melchiſedeck, as to-an ordinary man, but to 
him'who was'by interpretation, the King of 
' Righteouſneſs, and Jung of Salem---that 1s, 
King of Peace. _ > 
ba m the 3d. verſe, the Apotile ſhews the — 
reſemblance between Melechiſedeck, and Je- ; 
ſus Chri }. Melchiſedeck' was without Father, 
' and without Mother, without deſcent; pavung 
A beginning of days, nor end of lifes hut ©, 
| made E 


4 Chriſt ſet forth. 
\ wade like unto the Son of God, abideth a Prieſt 
of God continually---Here lies the Myſtery. 
- We begin with the firſt verſe--- This Mel-_ 
chiſedeck (ſaith the Apoſtle) was Kzng of Sa- 
lem, and Prieſt of the moſt high God- Here 3 Is 
his Office--It is much diſputed among(t ma- 
ny, who this Melchiſedeck was. Some have - 
thought him to be an Angel; becauſe 'tis 
ſaid, he was without Father, and without Mo- 
ther, and without deſcent. But that is clearly ' 
anſwered,and confuted by the Apoſtle inthe . 
5th chapter and the 1ſt and 2d verſes-- Foy 
every High Prieſt was to be taken from among }. 
men; not from among Angels, but from among 
men. And therefore Melchsſedeck was a man, 
and not an Angel. And whereas. it is ſaid, 
that he was without Father, without. Mother, 
without deſcent---which leads to that Opinion, . 
. that he was no man--- That 1s ſpoken of him 
as to his Genealogy. For it was the Chſtom 
of the Jews to keep Genealogiesand Records 
of their Parentage in the Church, that they 
might read them in their Church- Book. But 
Melchiſedeck. hadnot this Record. 
- But he wasa man, and the moſt received 
Opinion is, that this Melchifedeck was Shem 
the Son of Noah---For you know that Noah had 
three Sons, Shem, Ham, and Fapheth : Theſe 
three Sons repleniſhed the whole Earth, after 
oo.e you may read in Ger.9.18,1 9. cr 
tnat 
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_ for forth No S 


that this Melchiſedeck, was Shem, and had 
his Name given him afterward Melchiſedeck, 
from his Kingdom and Goodneſs ; and the 
'Teaſons for it are theſe: 

Firſt of all, Shem lived Six hundred years 5 
he lived a Hundred years before the Flood; 
and Five hundred years after the Flood, as 
you may ſee in the 11 of Gen. the 10, and 17. 
verſes : He was One hundred + {Years before 
the Flood, and Five hundred years after it, 
when the World was planted again 3 and 
this-is given as a reaſon why his Genealogy 
could not be found,” for the Flood deftroyed 
all Perſons, bur a ſew, and their Records and | 
Genealogies mighr be loft. | 

The Second reaſon given, for Shems being 
this Melchiſedeck, 1s, That he was the Per- 
ſon that in the 9th, of Gen. God tiled him- 
ſelf the Lord God of Shem, the 26, verle. 

Thirdly, Shem the Son of Noah had the 
Promiſe made to him, as you may read in 
that 9th. of Gen. he had the Promiſe of Pro- 
pagating the Church of God ; and therefore 
it is faid, God ſhall pecſwade Zapheth to 
dwell in the Tents of Shem, and Shem was 
great Grand-fire to Abraham, for Abrahams 
ſtock did ſpring out of this root of Shem, 
 Fourthiy, Another reaſon 1s this, that of 
this 'Son of Noah, of his ſtock came Chriſt 
according t to the Fleſh: z that you have in -the 

| GG | 
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Third of Lake, ſpeaking of the Genealogy 
of Chriſt, according to the Fleſh, the 266h, 
verſe ; Which was the Yon of Shem, which was 
the Son Noakt: ; ſo that Chriſts Genealogy, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, is reckoned from Shem z 
and for theſe Reaſons it is moſt generally be- 
lieved, that this M-Ichiſedeck'was Shem the 
Son of Noah, ---but whether that be ſo or no, 
he was a Man, for he could not be an Angel, 
becauſe he was a great and honourable Per- 
ſon in the World, in whom the P ropagati- 
on of the. Church conſiſted. 

Now -we muſt not only conſider his Per- 
fon, | but his Place, KING OF SALEM; 
What is that Country Salem?-. It was a 
Country. that bordered upon the. Land of 
Canaan, where Abraham Sojourned; and this 
Country of Salem bordered upon Canaan; 
and in this place was the Temple built after- | 
ward, and the City of Feru/alem: For you 
muſt know,F-rafalem is a word compounded 
of two words, Jer and Salem ; Salem is the 
latter part of the word Feruſalems Jera tig- 
nifies God will [wk It is the ime word - 
which Abraham aid to his Son, when he was: . 


Offering him up for a Sacrifice, he ſaid, God 
"-will provide; and Salem ſignifies Peace, as 
you may ſee in the 76 Fſal. inthe 1, and 2. 
ver. In Judah God js known, in Salem ts his 
Tabernacle, L C. 1n Jeruſalem. 


Now 


\. Nowof thisPlace Melchiſedeck was King, 
_---He was King of that Country that border- 
ed upon Caxaay, and he was Prieſt. of the 
moſt High God. ' Here he Governed as King, 
and here he Governed as a Magiſtrate, and 
here he kept up the Word of God, as a Mi- 
niſter : Hence you may obſerve, That Gog. 
would never in any Age of the World, let his true 
Worſhip fall in the World, + but there ſhould 
be ſome to keep it up. Here you havea 
Melchiſedeck that was King of Salem, that 
kept up the true Worſhip in the Land of 
Canaan ; he kept up the Name of the moſt 
high and great God, ---So that we may com- 
fort our ſelves with this, that God will ne- 
ver let his Worſhip fall to the ground. This 
Melchiſedeck was King' of Salem, and Prieſt 
of the moſt High God.  ---King of Salem. 
-—There .is a Myſtery, in that it is faid, he. 
was Prieſt of the moſt high God, and for 
this reafor;,”good'* Abraham ſhewed him that 
reſpect he did, as to give him the Tenths of 
all 'the Spoils. If Mechiſedeck had been a; 
Priett of Baal, or of an Idol God, Abraham 
would have turned his back upon him ; for 
3 it-1s the property of Godly men, -to bear 
3 their Teſtimonies againſt Idol-prieſtsz and. 
= from hence we may briefly take notice of this 
from Abrahams prattice, to ſhew our reſpetts to. 
the Miniſters of God, who faithfully labour. bs 

| | the 
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_- Chrif far fob.” :/ 
the Word and Dodrin: But that which X 
would chiefly take notice cf in this branch 
of the Text, is this, He is ſtiled Prieſt of the 
moſt high God ; that is one of the glorious 
Titles of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : ---The ey | 
ture ſpeaks much of God, as the moſt high 
in the 113. Pſal. 2, 3, 4. Bleſſed be the 65-b4 
of the Lord, from this time forth, and for ever- . 
more 3 from the riſing of the Sun, unto the 

omg down of the lane: the Lords Name 1s to 
|; praiſed. The Lord 1s high above all Nati- © 
Ons, = [The moſt, high God) Thzs ſhould 
teach us to uſe the Name of God, always with 
a holy, awfull Reverence ; not to ſpeak of 
God as you do of Man: You know Men 
look for their Titles when they. come into 
place of greatneſs and honour z they will 
be called your Highneſs, and your Majeſty, 
and the ltke; Shall we ſpeak ſo to Man? 
And ſhall we not ſpeak to the moſt high 
God, with an awful Reverence and Fear 2 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (though he was the 
Son of God, aid equal with God, yet taking 
upon him our nature)when he comes to ſpeak 
to God the Father, he ſpeaks with a holy 
Reverence- [Holy Father ] - Our Lord 4 
ſus Chriſt remembred the greitneſs of God 
the Father : 5; I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, Matt. 11.25. So when he. 
te to his Diſciples about Prayer, faith-he, 

Pray 


be. 4 
Fs, 
"is ” 
Wh 
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Chrift ſet forth © 9 
Pray to your Father in Heaven; —-all this is 
to ſhew how we muſt uſe the holy Name of 


God with Reverence. There is a paſſage in 


Malachi, where the Lord . rebuked his Peo- 
ple that carried it irreverently under his ſer- 


x .vice; For 1 am a great King, ſaith the Lord 
"of Hoſts, and my Name 1s dreadful among the 


Heathen: How is that? Why you know how 


' dreadful it was-to Pharaoh and Nebuchad- 


nezzar. ---My name is dreadful among the 
Heathen ; and ſhall my People ſerve me un- 
worthily and irreverently ? -And fo much for 
Melchiſedecks Name and Title ; King of Ja- 


lem, and Prieſt of the moſt- high God. 


Here are two .Offices met in one Perſon, 
by. which he was a ſpecial Type of Chriſt. 
---There was never any Perſon in the World, 
but this Melchsſedeck,that did hold theſe two 
Offices rightfully. Indeed we read of two of 
the Kings..of Judah: and Iſrael, that under- 
took the Prieſts Office, and his Work; but: 
they did bear the dreadful mark of Gods 
Judgment for joyning the Prieſtly Office with 
that of the King ; #mMthe 2 Chron. 26. 17, 18, 
I9. We read that Uzziah attempted to burn In- 
cenſe upon the Altar: He went imto the Temple 
of the Lord, to turn Incenſe upon the Altay of 
Incenſe, but Azariah the Prieſt went in after 
him, and with him Fourſcore Prieſis of the 
Lord, that were valiant men; and they with- 

ak Sd 


ro. "Coreft-et forth. 3-5 
food Uzziah the King, and ſaid unto him, it 
pertameth not unto thee, 1zziah, to burn Incenſe 
zo the Lord,but to the Prieſts the Sons of Aaron, 
that are Conſecrated to burn Incenſe ; go out of 
the Santtuary, fer thou haſt tranſgreſſed; nes- 
ther ſhall it be for thine honour from” the Lord 
God : Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a Cen-\ 
ſer in his hand to burn Incenſe; and . while he 
was wroth with the Prieſts, the Leprofie even 
roſe up in his Forehead, before the Prieſts in the 
Houſe of the Lord ; and U1zziah the King was + 
a Leper unto the day of his death ; thus tie 
Lord ſmote 4zzzah with Leprofie, for joyn- 
ing the Prieſtly Office with his Kingly Office. 
Another King you read of was Feroboam, 
: Kings 13. and the beginning, the Lord ſent 
a Prophet to him, to Prophecy ruin to him, 
and upon his Prophecying againſt the Altar 
in Bethel, The King put forth his hand from 
the Altar, ſaying, Lay hold on him; and his hand 
which he ſtretched forth againſt him, dryed up, 
fo that he could not 'pull it in again to him : 
God will never bear 1t to have theſe two. 
Offices joyned together, but in Metch:ſedeck 
and Jeſus Chriſt; and therein was Melch: - 
ſedeck a Type of Chriſt, who 1s all in al 
to his Church and People; for he is our 
King, our Prieſt, and our Prophet. This 
therefore by our Proteftant Writers 1s iooked 
upon to be one mark of Antichriſt the Fope, 

Who 


_— " Pl : 0 
"2 4 + bs da £ x 
” q wo _ _ F © 
CER RS OY a. - 
> J LE, - 
i IDE 0 as. = 
EEE YO 


" PET'S + 4 = "X 
>. ICWS OS ED ES 
>< 


Chriſt ſet forth. IT 
who - makes himſelf a Temporal Lord, and 
joyns the ſame to his Prieithood 1 fally ap- 
plying that place to himſelf, in Lake 22. 38. 
And they: ſaid anto him, Lord, here are two 
Swords ; and he ſaid untothem, It 1s enough. But . 
Metchiſedeck was a type of Chriit,being both 
King and Prieft. Now from hence we may 


have this comfortable Obſervation for all 


Believers, That the Lord Feſus Chriſt is 
both our King and Prieſt. This is-of great 
uſe for the comfort of Believers. He 1s a King, 
he 1s a mighty King to defend his Church. 
and People: He is the King that reigns in 
Rigtiteouſneſs : He is a King that governs us 
by his own Righteous Laws ; he protects us. 
There 1s no King on Earth can ever ſpiritu- 
ally and eternally deliroy Chriſts Subjects, or 


{ wholly root out the remembrance of Chris 


name inthe World , for he is mighty to ſave, 
according to that in Pſal. 72, 11. Kzngs ſhall 


| fall down before him, aud all Nations ſhall ſerve 


him, for he ſhall deliver the needy when he cry- 
eth, the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper. 
This is our King, our great Melchiſedeck , 
[King of Salem.) He is our Prieſt; he offer- 
ed up himſelf as a Sacrifice for our ſins; by 
him we havean Atonement. There may be 


F ſome gooJ Kings in the World, but w here is 


he that can be a Prieſt for us, but our Lord 
Jeſus Chri'i > And therefore look into Heb. 
| B 4 Te Bs 


12 C brift ſet forth. 


7.25. He 4s able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all 


that come unto God by him, becauſe he ever li- 
veth to-make Interceijion for us. Our Lord 


!efus Chriſt, being the true King and Frieft - 


oi the moſt high God ; this makes him-an 
Objc& of our Faith and Love, that we may 
zo to him as ourKing and our Prieſt. 

But now we come to the ſecond Branch of 
the text, the action of this Melchiſedeck 
{ {n:5 411d Prieſt of the moſt high God] He 
vent out and met Abraham, when Abraham 
rezurxed from the ſlaughter of the Kings of the 
Countrey, aud bleſſed him. 

Now theſe words relate to what we read 
11i Gen. 14. there you will ſee how Melchiſe- 
deck bleſſed Abraham, at v. 18. and fo 'on--- 
And Melchiſedeck Kzng of Salem,brought forth 


Bread and Wine: And he was the Prieſt of the 


moſt high God; and he bleſſed him, and ſaid, 
Bleſſed be Abraham of the moſt high God, Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth : And bleſſed be the 
moſt high God, which hath delivered thine Ene- 
mies into thy hand. And he gave him tythes of 
ail. You ſee here that Melchrfedeck met him, 
and blefled him, and carried to him a Royal 


Entertainment, for he carried Bread and 
Wine to Abraham;to refreſh him and his Ar- 


my after hehad been fighting with the Kings. 
This Abralams Warfare was thus--- Abraham 
hearmg that Lot his Brothers Son was taken 
EE: captive, 


o 


f 
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captive, and the people and goods of Sodom car- 
ried away; you read that Abraham Armed-his 
trained Servants, born in hts honſe,. three. hun- 
ared and eighteen, and- purſued them to Dan : 
And he and his Servants by night, and ſmote 
them, ahd purſued them to Hobah. And he 


brought all the goods, and alſo brought again his - 


Brother Lot, and his goods, and the women alſo, 
$94 the people. Thus did Abrabawrby a ſmall 

rce overcome four Kings, four great Kings. 
This is Abraham, that righteous man, whom 


'F God call d to fight his Battel : -And he ſubdu- 


ed Kings, and made his Enemies as ſtubble to 
his Bow. It was not Abrahams force that did 


| 1t. He was one that went out in Faith, and 


returns in Faith ; and Melch;ſedeck the Prieſt 
of the moſt high God, met him, and bleſſed 
him: | 

Here are. three things to be obſerved in 
Abrahams Warfare. 

1. Abraham returns from the ſlaughter of 
the Kings--- Hence you may obſerve--- That 
Wars are good and lawful when there is a juſt 
cauſe for it. For Abraham he had notdone well 
in going out to fight and make war with thoſe” 


Kings, if there had been no juſt cauſe for it ; 
nor would Melchiſedeck the Prieſt of the moſt 


high God come out to bleſs him. I mention 
this to confute that error and miſtake of 
thoſe, who ſay it is not lawful to fight witlt 
carnal weapons. But, - B 2 2, From 
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2. From this action of Abrahams, we may 


learn this ſpecial duty ; That when our Bre- 


threu, Kindred or Relations are in diſtreſs, we 
ought to venture our ſelves for their relief, as far 
as lawfully we may. For the Apoſtle tells us, 
we ought to lay down our lives for the Bre- 
thren. So Abraham hearing that Lot his Bro- 
thers Son, his perfon and family were taken 
and carried away: captive, he armed his three 
hundred and eighteen Servants, and goes and 
ventures his life for their Reſcue ; ſo that 
when Kindred; and Relations, and Friends, 
are 1n any eminent danger or diſtreſs, we are 
to venture far for their Reſcue or Delive- 
Trance. r5 
3. That when people fall into diſireſs and 
ſtreights, we ought to forget all former 1njuries, 
unkindnueſſes and affronts, * and appear for their 
help and aſſiſtance : For ſo did Abraham, who 
appeared for the deliverance of Lot, from 
whom he had formerly received affronts. As 
you may ſee in Gen. 1347. and ſo om: Aud 
there was a ſtrife between the Herd-men of Abra- 
hams Cattel, and the Herd-men of Lots Gattel ; 
and the.Ganaanit: and the Perizzite dwelled then 
2n the Land. And Abraham ſaid, Let there be 
20 ſtrife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee, and 
between my Herd-men and thy Herdmen; for we 
are Brethren, See how calmly Abraham expo- 
ſtulates with Lot ; their Herd-men being at 
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Chriſt ſet forth. 5 
ſtrife---But Abraham, a holy man, faid to Lox, 
Is not the whole Land before thee ? ſeparate 
thy ſelf, I pray thee, from me; if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will goto the right; 
or if thou depart to the right hand, then 1 
will go to the left. He bid him chuſe, and 
take which {ide he would---And Lot in a 
carnal manner looked not ſo much to the: 
manners of the people, as toconveniency,and 
ſituation of the place. He beheld the Plains 
of Jordan, and that it was well watered, eve- 
ry where; and choſe that way; like many 
here amongſt us, who do not ſo much re- 
gard the people where they live z or whether 
the Means of Grace be there, as. they do their 
carnal Intereſt and Profit. But Abraham he 
gives him his choice; and after theſe affronts 
offered to him, went out to his Reſcue when 
he was in diſtreſs. And this we ought to do, 
in the courſe of our lives, if differences hap- 
pen among Friends and Neighbours, not to 


i retain prejudices, -but be ready. to help them 
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_ in the time of their ſtreights and neceſſities. 
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Hebrews 7. 1, 2,3: 


Foy this Melchiſedeck Kzng of Salem, Prieſt 
of the moſt high God, who 'met Abrahatn 
* retyrning from the ſlaughter of the Kings, 
and bleſſed him : ry hn, 7 
To whom alſo Abraham gave. a tenth part of 
all: Firſt being by interpretation King of 
Rzghteouſneſs, and after that alſo, King of 
_ Salem, which 1s, King of Peace. | 
Without Father, without Mother, without de- 
feent, having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of *life; but made Tike unto the Yon of 
God, absdeth a Prieſt continually. 
' OU have already heard of this Mel- 
- chiſedeck, King of Salem, Prieſt of } 
the moſt high God: 'How he met . | 
Abraham, returning” from the {laughter of , | 
the Kings, and bleſſed him, &c. 
' . Precious Myſteries are hidden under this 
name Melchiſedeck,, King of Salem, King of 
Peace, which are here applied by our Apoſtle * 
to Jeſus Chrift, our great King and high - '; 
Prieft--Something hath already been ſpoken - | 
about the perſon of Melchiſedck, As for | 
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his name, it is interpreted in the 6th and 
-7th. verſes, who he was; and of his being 
King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt 
high God---How in this reſpe& he was ſo 
great a type of Chriſt---Something alfb hath 
been ſpoken of his meeting of Abraham, when 
Y Hhereturned from the {laughter of the Kings--- 
= Abraham was a Believer, and one of thoſe that 
= the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ( in Heb. 11. ) who by. 
* Faith waxed valiant in fight,turned to flight 
the Armies of the Aliens--- And ſomething 
hath been ſpoken of a juſt War---And about 
the helping and ſuccouring our Friends and 
Relations, that are in difſtreſs--- And doing 
g00d to them that did-wrong or injury to us 
as Abraham dig to Lot, «who had injured him. 

There 1s one paſſage more in this verſe, 
thatmuſt be opened and applied-And that is; 
Melchiſedeck's bleſſing of Abraham--Thys Prieſt 
of the moſt high God met Abraham, as he re- 
- turned from the ſlaughter of the Kings, and 
bleſſed him---And how he bleſſed him---How 
he blefſed 45raham: It is fet down at large in 
' Gen. 9. It's ſaid there, that he came and met 
him in a Princely manner; brought Abraham 
' Bread and Wine to refreſh him;and his men, - 
of their hard Warfare & Labour; and bleſſed 


_ + him in the name of the moſt high God.” - - | 


There is a Myſtery contained in this Mel- 
VR bleſſing of Abraham, which at pre- 
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16 | Chrift ſet forth. 
ſent weare to conſider, the reaſon why Mel- 
chiſedeck met Abraham.,and bleſſed him, after lie - 
had returned from the ſlaughter of the Kings. 

. There are ſeveral Reaſons, which may be 
profitable for us to conſider. | 

1. That Melchiſedeck was neighbour unto. | 
Abraham; for he was King in Salem, which | 
bordered upon the Canaanites, where Abra- 
ham dwelt, and went forth, out of that Coun- 
trey, to war with the Kings : And Melchiſe- 
deck as a Neighbour met him;to congratulate 
g00d Abraham in his ſucceſs. For indeed Chri- 
ſtian Nations are to rejoice, when a common - 
Enemy is caſt down. (But that's not all.) 
= 2, Melchiſedeck and Abraham were men of 
the ſame Religion; they both worſhipped the 
ſame God: though the Country-round about . 
them were Heathens, yet. Abraham was the 
Servant of the moſt high God--- And Melch:- 
ſedeck was the Prieſt of the moſt high God : 
And always 200d men, of the ſame Religion, 
rejoice at the good ſucceſs of each bther--- 
Melchiſedeck was not a man of anenvious 
ſpirit, at Abrahams good ſuccels, in Mis under: 
taking, but he could rejoice with him, He 
_ rejoice (as'the Apoſiſe hath it,in Ropz.1 2, 

: 15.)) with them that aid rejoice. It is hard 
md difficult thing to a corrupt nature,” to re- 
joice at the good ſucce:s of our Neighbours, 
as Brethren. "The 'parit that dwells-in us, 


way 


<. __ Ct tet: fath- - | ty 
luſts to envy, if men haveany great good ſuc-. 
ceſs. Men of corrupt Natures, they are a- 
fraid they ſhould out-ſhine them, and go be- 
yond them, and therefore there is a bad ſpi- 
rit among men, which cannot rejoice at others 
good, at the ſucceſs of other men, if they have 
it not themſelves. But Melchiſedeck being a 
Sracious man, and a Servant of God, he did 
not envy Abrahams good ſucceſs z he did not 
fear Abrahams greatneſs, .but he goes out and 
meets him, and bleſt him. | £ 
3. The Third and moſtſpecial reaſon, why 
Melchiſedeck.goes out to bleſs Abraham, was, 
' becauſe that Melchifedeck, was the Prieſt of 
the moſt high God, and Abraham was a Be- 
liever , a great Believer 1n the true God. 
Abraham was the man with whom God had 
mae a Covenant; and therefore (in the 7th; 
ver. of this chap.) it is ſfatd, that Me/chrſedeck 
bleſſed him that had the promiſe: How had 
Abraham received the Promiſe > Why God 
ſingles him out of his Fathers Country, and 
brings him into a ſtrange Place, and makes a 
Covenant with him, and gives himrapromiſe 
of a Seed, in which all the Nations of the 
Farth ſhall be bleſled. Now that Abrahams 
Faith: might be firm in believing Gods:pro- 
miles; it is faid in the 6th. of the Heb. 13. 
For when G:d made promiſe to Abraham, be- 
cauſe he could lb no greater, he ſwore by 
5 | him- 
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himſelf: Now we may conceive, Melch:ſe- 
deck knew all this ; and he went forth to 
meet him, and bleſſed him that had received 
the Promiſe; for he knew by the Spirit of 
God, that Abraham was the Father of the 
Faithful, and that in his Seed, - all the Nati- 
ons. of the Earth ſhould be blefled; and 
therefore he went out to bleſs him. 

Now this is uſeful to us, to all the Faith- 
Ful, for their comfort, that are of the Seed of 
. Abraham, that they are under the bleſſing of 
the Prieſt of the moſt high God, who was a 
Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and they 
ſhall be bleſſed. Melchi/edeck he did but act ' 
the part of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in bleſſing 
of a Believer; for they are bleſſed by Chriſt, 

and bleſſed with all Spiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; therefore in the 24. of Lake, 

you read that when Chriſt was ready to Af- 

cend to Heaven (in the 50. ver.) He led them 
as far as Pethany,aud laid his hands upon them, 

and bleſſed them: Here you have the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who was Typified by this Melch- 

fedeck he is bleſſing his own Diſciples be- 
fore his Aſcention, and after his Aſcention he 
ſent down his blefſing, which you read of in 
the 4. of the Epheſians, He gave gifts untomen 3 
and all for the perfe&ing and edifying of the 
body of Chrift. Now the bleſling of Chrift 


d Dorn. 1 in the Type and in the Anti- type) ie 
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of reat Uſe to all Believers, againſt the Curſe 
of prophane men ; for theſe whom our great 
Melchiſedeck, bleſſes,ſhall never receive a curſe. 
It is the way of the World to Curſe the Peo- 
ple of God , and to imprecate all evil upon 
them ; and no doubt but there will be found 
a ſort of men at this day that Curſe the 
ple of God. But our great high Prieſt will 
preſerve them, the bleſſing of our Lord Jeſus 
is with them, and goes along with them, 
IVumb. 23.23. There 1s no Inchantment againſt 
Jacob, nor uo Divination againſt Iſrael ; there- 
"3 fore Moſes tells'the Children of God, inthe 
1 23. Duteronomy and the b glnning, You i ſhall re-- 
I member how Balak the g of Moab hired 
SS Balaam to Curſe you ; never! bs the Lord 
thy God would not Keke to Balaam. When 
7 you hear of Idolaters and Prophane men 
'Z Curling the People of God, and Curſing of 
3 them that keep cloſe to God ; you-may know 
3 this, that thoſe people are under the bleſling 
of our great Melchiſedeck. | 

This 'you may obſerve from Melebiſedosk's 
;blefling of Abraham. 

Come we now to the Second verſe, to con- 
fider Metchiſedecks Place and- Office : (Now 
faith the Apoſtle in the 24. verſe) to whom 

alſo Abraham gave a Tenth of all ; Er/# be- 
72g by interpretation, King of Righteou neſs, and 
+9 that alſo King he Salem; which 7s dar - - 
jd "eace. . . We 
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1. We have here, what Abraham did for 
Melchiſedeck. I 

And then we have the Myſtery brought 
in, 2. e. 1n Melchiſedecks Name and Title. 

1. What A#traham did, He gave him a 

Tenth part of all the ſpoil-of the Four Kings, 
that had Plundred'the Country round about ; 
and this he gave to him, as he was the Prieſt 
of the moſt high God, and as one that was 
in that Sacred Office. 

. And here I might take occaſion to ſhew 
and obſerve; That the Miniſters of God 
ought to have maintainance, allowed means; 
For ſo Abraham did, he allowed this great 
Miniſter -a Tenth part. - Before the Law of 
Meſes, you ſhall find that Facob Vowed a 
Vow to God,. that he would give the Tenths 
of all his increaſe to him, Gen. 28. and the 
laſt verſe. How 1s that 2 He would not give 
it to God himſelf; no, but the meaning is, 
he would give 1t to thoſe that belonged to 
God. I know 1t hath been a'long diſpute, 
whether Tenths or Tythes ought to be con- | 
tinued any longer, or any more than Altars, 1 

and Sacritices, 1n a Refotmed Chriſtian 

Church : I ſhall not determine- that, but 

this we may all be affured of, that if Tythes 

or Tenths be of the Ceremonial Law, and 
fo are aboliſhed ; yet the moral equity, 1s to - 
abide to tlie en4 of the World. That thoſe. 
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that Miniſter at Gods Altar, ſhould. have 
honourable. and comfortable, maintainance. 
I confeſs, I never delighted to inſiſt upon 
ſuch Docrin as this.is, nor ſhall I at this 
time; but becauſe it lies in my way, let me 
give you a few hints: If you lay aſide the 
Old Teſtament in this matter, there 1s no- 
thing more frequently- urged in the New 
Teſtament ; the Epiſtle to.the Galatians the 
6and the 6, Let him that 1s taught m the Word, 
- communicate to him that teacheth, in all good 
things ; ſo did Abraham he gave Tythes of all, 
z. e, of all ſorts of. things that he took from 
the Kings after his Conqueſt. And the Apo- 
ſtle (in the x to the Corznthzans the g. and the 
I 3. ver.) ſaith, Do you not know,that they which 
Miniſter about Holy things, live of the things of 
= the Temple ? And they. which wait at the Altar, 
= are partakers with the Altar ? And the Apoſtle 
# gives a ſpecial charge to T-no!hy (who was a 
y Miniſter) 1n the 15. Epiſtle to Timothy 4. 13. 
To give attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, 
x to Dottriv; meditate upon theſe things, give thy 
8 [elf wholly to them ; not to Farming, Buying, 
& Selling, and Trading; but give thy ſelf to 
© theſe things; ſpend thy time in theſe things. 
But ſome will ſay, Paul wrought with his 
hand. 'Tis true, but it was upon a particu- 
lar occaſion: And (faith he) I have power to 
forbear working. And he tells the people of 
En BE. 
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Corinth, T have taken Wages of other 
Churches : He calls his Maintainance, Wa- 
ges, becauſe it was for Work done. And 
tho' there be a ſort of Men that are ready to 
. call theſe men hirelings, that take allowance 
for their Labour ; you may ſee what our Sa- 
viour faith to his Diſciples, in the 10th. of 
Lakeandthe 7th. ver. faith he, The-Labour- 
eris worthy of his Hire ; and if ſo, they may 
call the Diſciples of Chriſt Hirelings. There 
is a ſort of men that looks upon Miniſters 
maintainance to bea matter of Liberty and 
Charity; and if they be poor they ſhould 
conſider them, becauſe of their Poverty ſake, 
and not for their Work ſake ; but this 1s to 
abaſe the DoGrin of the Goſpel : God 1s my 
Witneſs,l ſpeak not theſe things from a gree- 
dy covetous diſpoſition, to increaſe my own 
maintainance, but I ſpeak it for your profit. 

But there 1s one thing to be Obſerved in 
Abrahams giving the Tenths to Melchiſedech ; 
which is of ſpecial Uſe to us all: 

That is, he gave the Tythes of all to Mel- - 
chiſedeck, and took nothing for himſelf; for 
if you read inthe 14.0f Gen. when the King 
of Sodom offered him to take of the ſpoil, 1 
the 22. ver. ſaid Abraham ; I will not take from 
a Thread, even to a Shoe-latchet ;, I will not take | 
any thing that is thine, leſt thou ſhouldeſt ſay; 

| Thave made Abraham rich. | 
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Here 


Here you may obſerve Abrahams Piety and 


ms ; he wonld give unto” God his due, 
ut would take nothing for hitafelf.. Why 
ſo 2 Is it not Lawful for a manto&hrich him- 
{elf by War, as well as by Trade? Why did 
not Abraham take a Reward for his great Ad- 


venture 2? The reaſon 1s plain; for it ſhall: 


not be ſaid, that Abraham is maderich by the 
ſpoils of the King of Sodoms Country. The 
King of Sodom was a Heathen, and an Enemy 
to Abrahams Religion; and Abraham ' would 


not bring a ſcandal upon his Religion, by his 


gettings in the World. A Godly, Gracious 


Man, is very tender in his waysand dealings, 


that he may not raiſe a ſcandal to Religion, 
in his Worldly gettings. Ind 
World, they care not how they get Riches, 
becauſe the World 1s their God; but Men 
profefling Godlineſs (as Abraham did) they 
ought to be careful, that they do not bring 
a ſcandal to Religion, in their Worldly get- 
tings. . For thus it was with Abraham, he 
was very tender of, the name of God; he 
would not inrich himſelf in theſe ways. 

.. Here we may learn, both Juſtice,Piety,and 
Kif-denial: Here was Piety towards God ; 
he gave to God his due: And here was Self- 
denial alſo; he took nothing for himſelf, nor 
for his Servants,who were born in his Houſe, 
_ 00's Re ws OO 


men of the 
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And this ſhould teach us, that in all our 


actions of a publick nature ; we muſt take 
heed that we do not make private Intereſt 


our aim and end. And ſo much for theſe 


words of Abrahams, giving.the Tenth of the 1 | 


{ſpoil to Melchiſedeck. 


þ * 


Now the Apoſtle comes to bring inthe My- WW 


ſtery of theſe things; in the following words 
[being by- interpretation, King of Righteouſ- 


neſs,and afterwards King of Salem] the Apo- | 


ſtle found out the Myſtery of the Son of God, 


in Melchiſedecks Name and Place; by way of | 
Interpretation. How 2 Why Melchiſedeck 1s a 
Hebrew name which ſignifies, a King of Righ-, | 


teouſneſs : Fe Writers ſay, it was given it 

i2hteous Government[King of i 
Righ:eouſneſs:J And then the prov:dence of W 
God ;o ordered it;that he was King of a Place. | 


him upon hi 


that was called Salem, which ſigniftes Peace 3 


and ſo the Apoſtle faith by Interpretation,this | 
Melchifedeck was King of Righteouſneſs, and . | 
afterwards King of Salem. - Why doth the | 
Apoſtle bring it in by way of Interpretation? | 
Becauſe Me.chiſedeck and Salem were Hebrew | 


words ; and the Apoſtle Writing to the peo- 
ple in Greek (which Language they under- 
ſtood better than Hebrew) therefore he In- 
terprets the Hebrew words to them. 

And here by theway, we may briefly take 


notice, That Learning, Study, and Readmg 15 
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a neceſſary quality in a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
For, though Learning without Grace, or the 
= Sp:rit of God, is an empty and inſignificant 
2 thing ; yet if men are ſanctified, it is of great 
& uſe to the Church of God. | 
= But where 1s the Myſtery contained in 
Melchiſedecks name and place? ; | 
* It Hes in this, that our Lord Jeſus the Son 
of God, is the King of Righteouſne& 'and 
Peace-- He 1s our King-- He 1s our Melch:ſe- 
deck--Heis our King of Righteouſneſs,and our 
Peace. The Scripture doth ſo aflert Chriſt to 
be. See 1/2.3.2.1,2. 'Tis a Prophecy of Chriſt 5 


= Behold a King ſhall Reign in Righteouſneſs, and 


- - — 


Princes ſha# Ruie in Judgment. A man ſhall be 
= an hiding-place from the Wind, aud a covert 
= from the Tempeſt : As Rivers of Water in a ary 
= place, as the ſhadow of .a great Rock in 4 
= weary Laid. Here is a glorious Promiſe of Je- + - 
& ſus Chriſt-- A King {hall Reign in Righteouſ- 


& neſs, he' ſhall be a hiding-place from the 


8 Wind, and a covert from the Tempeſt, when 
& he ſets up his Kingdom. You commonty ſay 
W& in. the Prayer of our Lord,Thy. K ingdom come-- 
but how few do underſtand it? The Prophet 
C tells us, that a King ſhall Reign in Righteouf- 
neſs--- He ſhall be a hiding-place from the- 
I Wind, and from the Tempeſt---When ſtorms 
and winds ſhall come upon his Church and 
People; he will be asa aiding-place, and will 
iq C he: - + 


* * ets. fea. 
J | 
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*be a comfort and refreſhment to them--- He | 
will be as the ſhadow of a great Rock ina | 
weary Land. If you look into Pſal.45. penned | 
to ſet forth the Government of Chriſt, of '* 
whom Solomon was a type, faith he, v. 7. Thou "'F 
loveſt Righteonſneſs,and hateſt wickedneſs; there- ©} 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the | 
oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. Why ? becauſe } 
| thy Scepter is aScepter of Righteouſneſs--for 4 
thou hateſt wickedneſs; therefore God, thy 5 
God hath anointed thee with the oil of olad- ; 
neſs above thy fellows.But then Melchiſedeck, % 
as a further type of Chrift ; as he was King þ 
of Righteoufneſs ; fo alſo he was King of Sa- 8 
lem, King of Peace. So if you look into {/z. 
9.6. Fer tous a Child is born, unto us a Son ts gt- i 
Ven. Yar the Government ſhall be upon his ſhoul- 
: his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
{lier the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
. Prince of Peate. To us, that 1s, to the Church, 
: | Child is born; and what ſhall his name be +1 
Gilled 2 His name ſhall be called Wonderful, |} 
Counſellor-For Chrift is the greateſt wonder \ 
of any thing in the World---For the Son of | 
God to be made fleth. Now you ſee little of Þ 
Chriſt; he is little ſet up in the Nation. :But # 
in tire the Zealof the Lord of Hoſts will lift ; 
up his Son Jeſus Chrilt, as. the King of Righ- | 
reouſneſs, and as the King of Peace.As ſoon as # 


Chr ift came into the World, the heavenly {| 
Hoſt |} 
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Hoſt came dowrvand ſang praiſe to the moſt» 

High,Luk.2.14. Glory to God on the higheſt, and 
7 02 earth peace, good wth towards men. 
7 But how is Chriſt called the Prince of 
"F Peace ? why, in two reſpects. 
®Z 1. As hehath made Peace between God and 
Man, And, 2. As he makes Peace among men. 
F As he makes Peace between God and 
YN Pay For upon mans fin, there was a dread- 
Z ful enmity and hatred between the holy Gad, 
3 and ſinful man; man hated God,8 God | hated 
#7 ſinful man ; cill Chriſt, this Prince of Peace 
W came. Yea the holy Angels, that ſtand cloſe 
2 to God, they hated man, and men hate one 
# another, upon that account : For there is ſuch 
i a variance in the corrupt Nature of man,that 
W men are commonly Tigers, Wolves, Lions 5 
E yea Devils one to another. But Chriſt,he hath 
| ſatisfied Divine Jultice, by the death of the 
= Crols, and ſlain the Enmity between God and 
* Man, and ſo we are at peace with him. For 
Chriſt hath reconciled us to God. Hence you 
have that in Go/. 3. He hath made peace be- 
tween Jew and Gentile ; and Eph,2. 14. ſaith 
the Apoſtle there, For he 7s our peace, who hath 
male both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us. There was abun- | 
dance of ſtrife and variance between the Jew 

d. Gentile--- Before Chriſt, the Gentiles 
ks the Jews, for hole Circumciſion; ang | 
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the Jews ſcorned the Gentiles, and called 
them Dogs. But Chriſt hath taken away all 


this variance and enmity : This Prince of 


Peace will remove all offences that ſtand in | 
his. way---ſo that, upon this account, he is } 
called the Prince of Peace. | a 
- Obje&. But ſome may fay, Doth _not onr | 
Lord Jeſus Chrift himfelf tell us, that he came not 
zo ſend peace on the earth, but a ſword, and to 
ſet men at variance? ( Mat. 10.34, 35. ) how 
then is he the Prince of Peace ? _ F 
A4uf. Know, thete 1s a worldly peace,which 
lies in agreement in all that which 1s evil : 
Chriſt did not come to fend that peace. Chrift 
did not come to make peace between the ſeed 
of the Woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent. i 
The Church of God would want'her tryals,if 


there were not enmity between the two ſeeds. 


But why doth he fay, that he came not to 
ſend peace, buta ſword ? iN 
| The meaning is this; It is by way of con- | 
ſequence for where the Goſpel comes, it 1s a 
Goſpel of peace in it ſelf : But when Jeſus 
Chriſt calls any to his Kingdom, by the Gol- | 
pel, the World is then at enmity with them, 
and quarrels with them. The Scripture ts 
full of Inſtances of this: But I ſhall wind up 

this with a brief Application. 
Is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt King of Righte- 


ouſneſs,,md Prince of Peace? then what great 
reaſon 


| Chriſt ſet forth: - 
reaſon have all men, that hear of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| to pay their homage unro him.and to ſubmit 


4 to his Soveraignty ? Jeſus Chriſt, he did not 
'F ſetup himſelf in oppoſition to Magiſtrates 


but hgis the Head of all Magiſtracy. « By me 
== K:ngsRergn,and Princes decree Juſtice. But the 
meaning 1s, we muſt make him our Spiritual 
King, and ſubmit to his Rule and Laws. 
Proud men of the World will not ſubmit to 
the Rule and Laws of Chriſt; thereZore,if we 


i would be wiſe to Salvation,we ſhould ſubje& 
. & our ſelves to his Word, for he is oun King, 
3 and bleſſed are they that are in Covenant 


#3 with him, and can make Chriſt their King, 


| 7 and obey him in all his commands : Though 
&x you be deſpiſed in the eyes of the World. It. 


W you look into i Tim. 6. 13, 14, 15. I give thee 


| charge, in the ſight of God, who quickeneth all 
5 things,and before Feſus Chriſt, who before Pontius 
. 8 Pilate witneſſed. a good confeſſion, that thou keep 


this Commandment without ſpot unrebukeable,un- 
til the appearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; which 
in time he ſhalt ſhew, who 1s the blefſed and only 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. It may be, 
| while we ſpeak of this Authority of Jeſus 


i Chriſt, you ſee few men regard it. But give 


thee charge before God and Jeſus Chriſt, 
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tentate--- And therefore beloved, let us 
| ſubje& ur ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, in all his | 
ways, in all his commands. He is the King of 
Righteouſnefs--- He is the Prince of Peace-- | 
He will keep us in the ways of Righteouſneſs. 
He will keep usin inward peace,in the wo 

of times. And thereforep1if you defire Righ- 


teouſneſs, and to live in peace, ſubject your 
ſelves to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Hebrews 7. from verſe 4. to 8. 


Now confi der how great this man was, unto whom even 
. the Patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of his ſpoils. 

; And verily they that are of the Sons of Levi, who 

'  receſlle the Office of the Prieſthood, have a Com- 
mandment to receive T'ythes of the people, according 
70 the Law, that 1s, of their Brethren, though they 

- come out of the loins of Abraham. 

But. he whoſe Deſcent 1s not counted from them, re- 
geived Tythes of Abraham, and bleſſed him that 
had the Promiſes,” , 

And without all A the leſs is bleſſed of 
the bexter. 


GE the Father having promiſed to his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt, and-confirmed-itto 
him ;- an Oath, that he ſhould be a . 
Prieſt _—_ eyer after the order of Melchiſe- 
CE s 
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deck.; Upon thig.Promiſe and Oath, much of 
| the Faith and Comfort of the C hurch of - 
© God ſprings--- Therefore the Apoſtle is © 
J large here in this chapter, to ſet forth the 


Tx 


# Priviledges, Prerogatives and Dignities of 
= *Melchi/edeck [ of whoſe order Chriſt is a 
Prieſt for ever. | 

. Laſt day the three verſes were opened, 

where Melchiſedeck is faid to be without Fa- 

ther, without Mother, withour Deſcent, ha- 

ving neither beginning of days, nor end of 

 lifez made like unto the Son of God, abidetty 

a Prieſt continually. I have not tinez now to 
repeat what was ſaid then. ES: 

- Wee ſhewed in what fenſe Melchiſedeck is 

faid to be without. Father, without Mother, 

without Deſcent, without beginning of days, 

' orend of life--And how in all theſe things he 
was made like unto the Son of God. 

I proceed now to the words I have. read ; 

and the ſcope of the Apoſtle in them, 1s ſtill 


this Melchiſedeck, who was the forerunner of 
' the Son of God; and in his days did repreſent 
to the Church the Son of God.---Now the 
greatneſs of this Melchiſedeck, the Apoſtle 
proves three ways, in the words whichT haye 
I ead. ® », 
% 7, In, that this great man [/brabam] the 
Patriarch, gave him the Tenths of alÞ the * 
/ Þas, verſe 4. G4 2, He 
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to amplitie, and ſet out to us, the greatneſsof 


34. Crit ſet yr4 


2. He proves Melchiſedecks greatneſs" by 
this, that he bleſſed him” that had received 
the Promiſe. And, 

The third proof of his greatneſs, 1s this, 
' that while Lev? dies, Metchiſedeck, liveth--- 


Theſe are the three main points the Apoſtle. | 
-  rmfiſts upon, in theſe words I have read. + | 
__ .. The firſt proof that the. Apoſtle brings of 
Melchiſedeck's greatneſs, 1s v. 4. Conſider how 


great this man was, uiito whom even the Patriarch 
Abraham gate the Tenths of the ſpost--He calls 
Abraham the Patriarch, for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe he was the firſt Father of all the Jewiſh 


people 3 they all proceeded out of his Loins, | 


in that promiſed ſeed 1/aac--- Now conſider 


(faith the'Apoſtle) how great this Melchife- - 


deck was,in that the Patriarch the firſt Father 
of the Church of God, gave to him the tenth 
of the ſpoil--- when Abrahant returned from 
the ſlaughter----that was ſpoken of before--- 
| And here the Apoſtle brings it over again, 
for a great [proof of Melchiſedecks greatneſs: 

But nw here the Queſtion will be,” How 
this can be a proof of his greatneſs, while 


he received from 4braham the tenths of the 


ipoil? for according to the account that men 


have of things, the Receiver* is inferiour to. 


tae Giver : He that gives ſeems to be greater 


_ than he that receives: Anq our Saviour 


| faith, It is 4 More Ord thing t to > glve, than 


” | 


t6 receive? How is this then a proof of Met 
chiſedecks greatnels ? 
” TI Anſwer to that; The Giver is greater 
FJ than the Receiver, where the giving and re- 
{ ceiving is in a way of Alms ; that is our Sa- 
& viours meaning : It is a more bleſſed thing to 
| give than to receive, in a way of Alms; but 
| this was not the caſe between Abraham and 
Melchiſedeck--- For mind it---Melchiſedeck, did 
not receive of the Patriarch [Abraham] the 
Tenths of the Spoils as an act of Abrahams kind- 
neſs, but as Tribute that Abraham paid to God, 
and to Melchiſedeck,who was the Prieſt of the 
- moſt high God. Abraham gave to Melchiſe- 
deck, the Tenths of the Spoil, as due to Ged, 
It is a very falſe and fantaſtical notion of peo- 
ple ; that if they are able. to give to the Mi- 
niſters, they think themſelves as great as the 
Miniſter. Whereas, all thoſe gifts are but 
_ as Tributes, Prov. 3. 10. Honour the Lord with 
all thy Subſtance, and with the firſt Fruits of all 
thy Increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy Preſs burſt forth wit h new Wine. 
Thus Abraham, he had got a great <poil from 
the Enemies--- He honoured God with the 
ſubſtance he had got, and he carried it to 
Melchiſedeck and gives it him, as Tribute due 
- to God, and expected a bleſſing thereupon. 
Many people complain of -their ſtreightsand 
loſſes, when they come to render God his due. 
Eut 


6. 
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But here is the promiſe--- Honour the Lord 
with thy Subſtance, ſo ſhall thy Barns be 


filled with plenty, and thy Preſs burſt forth + 


with new Wine. The more you take from | 


the heap, the more you add to the blefling of 
of what you have: I will but read that paſ- 
fage in Mal. 3.8, 9, 10, Will aman rob Go? 
let ye have robbed me ;; but ye ſay, Wherein have 
we robbed thee ? In Tythes and Offerings. Te 
are Gurſed with a Curſe, for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole Nation. Bring ye allthe Tythes 
mmto the Store-houſe, that kthere may be Meat 1n 
mine Houſe, and prove me now herewith, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts ;, if I will not open to you the 
Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a bleſſing, 
that there ſhall not be room enough to receive 1t. 
Commonly bleflings fall upon ſuch Families 
as make Conſcience- of theſe things. A4bra- 
ham the Patriarch, gave unto. Melchsſedeck, 
the Tenths of the Spoils. Se. 

This isthe Firſt thing to ſhew Mechsſedeck's 
greatneſs; that he received Gods Tribute. 


In the next place, the Apoſtle goes _ 
ibe of 


compares this Melchiſedech with the Tri 


Levz/--- Now (faith he in the 5. ver.)they{that | 


are. of the Sons of Lev/--- Who are they? 


Why, Lev: was one of the Sons of Facob, and | 


the third Son that he had by his Wife Leah. 
_ Of this Houſe God raiſed the Prieſthood of 
Aaron. God tet that Tribe apart for his holy 


Ser VICe, , 
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Service, and appointed them their maintain- 
ance; for though they had as good a right to 
the Land of Canaan,as any of the other Trihes 
Whad ; yet when God comes to ſhare the Land 
among the Twelve Tribes, he would give no 
part of it t8 the Tribe of Lev: : But he would 
be their portion 3 'in the 18. amb. 20. And 
the Lord ſpake unto Aaron, Thou ſhalt have-no 
Inheritance in their Land, neither ſhalt thou have. 
any part among them ; I am thy part, and thy 
Inheritance amoug the Children of Iſrael. Why 
—_ God give them a part of the Land? 
Becatife God would. have them to attend up- 
on the Service of the Tabernadle ; and the 
Commandment was, that they.ſhould have the -_ 
Tenths. . They ſhould not. follow ſecular 
Callings and Imployments, as other people 
did, but they ſhould ſpend their days in the 
Service of the Tabernacle. The moral equi- 
ty whereof, ſtill abideth, though the Cere- 
monies be aboliſhed. TEST 

But then it is faid, that this Melchsſedeck 
that receivedTythes from Abraham, his deſcent 
was not to be accounted from them, that is, 
from Abraham, or from the Tribe of Levs--- 
he was without deſcent--- We know not cer- 
tainly what Parentage he was of--- Only'&od 
had a mind to ſet up another Prieſthood than, 
that'of Zvi; which our Lord ſeſus Chrift 
ſhall keep up,which ſhall not be in that Ls 
Bp ibn be FD ' that. 
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that was to die, but this ſhall live for ever. 
He. whoſe deſcent was not from them, bleſſed 
him that had the promiſes ; and without all 
controverſie, the lefler is bleſſed of the oreat- | 
er, who had the promiſes : Why, the Patri- | 
arch Abraham, he is the Perſon here meant--- 
He is ſingled out to be the Father|of the 
Church: For Abraham was ſet up of God, 
above all men then living in the World, to 
| be the Head and Father of the viſible Church 
of the ar that was to come; that was a 
people eparated from all the World beſides, 
for many Ages and Generations : And Abra- 
ham was not only made the Father and Head 
of them, (the viſible Church of the Fews) 
but of the inviſible of Believers, to the end 
of the World; they areall to be planted in, 
and by the Faith that was 1n Abraham, aC- 
cording to the promiſe (Rom. 4. 1x.) He-re- 
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- ceived the ſign' of Circumciſion, a Seal of the 


Rzghteouſ1 ſr of Faith which he had, . yet being 
Hucircumciſed, that he might be the Father of 
all them that Believe, though they be not Cir- 
cumciſed, that Righteouſneſs might be mmpnted 
zo them alſo. Hence you have it, that when F 
the Saints die, in Scripture, they. are faid 

to go to Abrahams Boſom ; Lazarus died and 
was carried by Angels into Abrahams Boſom--- 
"And ( ſaith our ſaviour) They ſhall come fromthe 
Eaſt, ard from the Weſt, and cio ſit down with 
Abraham, , 
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Abraham, Ifaac, and. Jacob, 7n the Kngdon: 
of . Heaven. Abraham was the Father of all 
Believers « all Believers take hold of that C o- 
venant, and are United with Abraham in that 
Glory that follows Faith : Therefore Melchi- 
ſedeck was a great man to receive.Gods Tri- 
bute, and to bleſs him that had the Promife. 
It was a great dignity to Abraham and his 
Seed, to have the promiſe. . If a man have 
not an intereſt in Gods promiſes, he 1s no- 
thing, though he ſeems to have all. Let 
Worldly men boaſt of their Honours, Wealth, 
and Dignities, yet 1f they have not a right 
to Gods promiſes, they are never the better. 
This was Abrahams dignity, that he hag the 
bleſſing for himſelf, and for his Poſterity, and . 
for all that ſhould Believe in Jeſus Chrift. 
"Tis a great mercy to have Gods promiſes--- . 
For this ſhould teach Three things ; - 
' The Firſt.is, To take up all our mercies in a 
way of promiſe. Godlineſs hath the promiſe 
of this Life that now 1s, and of that which is 
to come (faith the Apoſtle:) Obſerve this, he 
that takes up his mercies only in a way of com- 
= mon Providence, hath a common Heart in 
-} the Uſe of them; but he that takes up his 
mercies by Faith, in the way of Gods pro- 
miſes, hath a Spiritual Heart in the Of of 
them. This was Abrahams blefling, that what 
he received was in the way of promiſe: It 

| was _ 


zo Chriſt ſet forth. 
was this that made the Children of -1/aac fo 
bleſſed, when the Son of Iſhmael was not, 
_ the.Son Iſaac was the Son of the pro- 
miG. __ 


'  Secondly,1f Believers have the promiſe,This 
teacheth them contentment under ſireights and | 


preſent wants of Temporal thzngs, for the Grave 
will ſoan bury all thoſe things, but the pro- 


' miſes for the Soul live for ever; bleſs God 


therefore for promiſes : And 


Thirdly, This teachethus to live upon Gods 


promiſes, and to plead them, as our afflicti- 
ons and ſtreights are upon us. |= | 

I ſay, to'live upon promiſes, and to plead 
promiſes ; for we have no other hold upon 
the holy God, but by his promiſes. Some 
Cfiriſtians do wait ih their alictjons, for the 
in-comings of a promiſe ; I ſpeak not againſt 
the in-comings of a promiſe, for there is ma- 
ny times comfort in it. But we are not to 
live upon in-comings of promiſes,but we are 
to go out toall the promiſes of God, by Faith 
in Chriſt ; For (mind what the Apoſtle faith 
in 2 Gor, 1. 20.) all the promiſes of God are 1 
him yea, andin him Amen. | all the promiſes] 
therefore thou mayſt take up with any. pro- 
miſe that, is ſuitable to thy wants, that is 
ſuitable to hy condition; thou *"mayſt plead 
it with the Lord— As for example; Doſt thou 
want inward peace? Thou mayſt plead over 
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the promiſe of peace--- The Lord hath pro- 
miſed to keep him -in peace, whoſe mind is 
ſet upon him-- Again, Do you want out- 
ward ſupplies > Areſyou ſtreightened in Food 
and Rayment ? Be diligent in your . Calling, 

& and plead that promiſe--- He will give Bread 
| to them that fear him, in the 34. P/al. they 
that fear the Lord ſhall not want any goed 
thing : Plead this promiſe, let hunger and 
wants drive you to the promiſe--- Again, Do 
you want light, and counſel, and dire&ion'in 
your ways? Plead that promiſein I/a:ah, The 
Lord ſhall guide thee cont;nually-- And that in 

' the 25. P/al. Bleſſed 1s the man that feareth 

' the Lord, him will the Lord dirett in his ways--- 
| Oh ye that have Abrahams Faith, cleave tothe 

promiſes, hang upon the promiſes ! all the 
promiſes in Chriſt are yea, andinhim Amen. 
They, are ratified in Chriſt-- And that pro- 
miſe _ of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt abideth--- 
Ask and ye ſhall have, ſeek, and ye ſhall find, 

 - knock and it ſhall be opened unto you--- Ask ac- 

cording to the promiſe, ſeek according to the 

promiſe. Plead the promiſes of God when 
you- fall into any Darkneſs, and trouble of 
mind---I fay, plead promiſes, for God he gives 
you all the promiſes to live upon ; and letnot 
any poor Chriſtian be troubled or difcoura- 
ged about receiving mercy, for his own weak- 
neſs, or the meanneſs of his condition ;. for 
. b Oy you 
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42 _- Chriſt ſet forth. | 
you muft know, that every Believer is an 
Heir of thepromiſe,though a poor weak, frail, 
Creature , yet an Heir of the Promiſe : : 
This we ought to live upon in times of trou- 
ble. 

But then there isanother thing concerning 
Melchiſedecks bleſſing Abraham, that lad re- 
ceived the promiſe. 

The Queſtion here may be, What need 


was there of Melchiſedecks bleſſing of Abraham, 
who had Gods promiſe;for Abraham was hap- 


py enough in'the promiſe, if he had not met 


Melchiſedeck to have bleſt him ? 
 _ For Anſwer hereunto there are two Rea- 
ſons giyen for it: - . ” 

Firſt of all, It was Melchiſedecks Place and 
Office, (for he was Prieſt of the moſt high 
God) to bleſs them that did belong to God; 
 foryou read of Three ſorts of Perſons in Scrip- 
ture bleſſing -others ; Parents bleſſing their 


Children, Kings bleſſing their Subjects, - and | 


Miniſters blefling their People; as you have it 
in Numb.6.: 3.Speak unto Aaron and to his Sons, 
. ſaying, Os this wiſe ſhall zoubleſs the Ghildren of 
Ifraet, ſaying unto them, the Lord bleſs thee, the 


Lord make his face to ſhine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up. has counte= 


_ nance upon thee, and give thee peace. Nowthat 
rhis was nota Ceremony of theold Law, that 
Miniſters and Prieſts ſhould bleſs the People; 


- 
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appears. 
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pears by the New. Teftament 3 becauſe the 
Aroftles of eſtas Chriſt, in their- Epiſtles; did 
= toconchide their Epiſtles with Benedi- 
Rions.:But:this:is not all here intended ; ;z and 
therefore;' 
FD Tb;r laps of Abraham, it Was.4 bleſſing in 
of Ratsfication, to ſion Abrahams in the Pro. - 
1m;ſe. That was: the principal reafon.of, Mel- 


ch;ſedecks blefling of84brabam; that he might 


be ratified and Fe 4n his: Faith. con- 
cerning'thePRromiſe-:...... 
F ErOgm = 5 EN may obs ves. That the 
ropgeſt- Faith had need of. thus: E 
Faith, of the. Saints doth he yt 0 
It is ſaid of Abraham in;Rem.4: that being not 
weak in Faith, he ftaggerad:not at. the: pro- 
miſe; ''verſe 20. yet if you look: into "NOI 
Scripture, you will find Abraham fometime 


_ ſtaggering at- the -promule. of God, Hhrough 
ASSETS _ Promule 


For if you look into. Genp:1 54.4; The 
\ Lord faid- anto: "Rag Fear not Abrahams I. an. 


thy ſod, and exceeding great reward.”Then ſaid 
Abraham, Lord God, what wilt thou give.me, 


Jes - Tgo «childleſs, aud, #he Steward -of- my . 


xy naſcus 2. Airahbam 


vſe-1s.. this Eliezer:of Di 


 colhk 7 EE by hon means, 
hm believec theLord-- So Abrabays © 
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X was once weak 1 in Faith, but now he was 
ſtrong in Faith. 

Again, Uhr abileh alfo grew roms 5 » Flich by 
a higher confirming means; ory, ' that was the 
Oath of God, Heb. 6. 14. Surely in.blefſing Twill 
bleſs thee: So that Abraham, that” rf cOm- 
mended for” the ſtrength of his' Faith 3 he 
was onee weak in Faith; till God had con- 
firmed his Faith this way! And this was the 
caufe of Meichiſedecks bleſſing him. - And ab 
fo the Lord, for the ftr of his Faith: Cay- 

- Ties him ahrval. and bid him look now towards | 
the Heaven, aud tell the” Stars, if thou be" able 
to number thens*- And be faid unto bim, ſo ſhall 
thy ſeed be-- Ard then be believed in the Lord, 
and he counted it to hint for Righteouſneſs. 

* Now the Reaſons of Wedknes 1 n Faith are 
theſe: © 
i.” Here we know but in part, and there. 
fore believe'but in part. - : 
2: The fleſh s weak in all Believers-- "ag 
=x The ſpirit Wo, - Put but the 
bt we 
| * 3. Thoſe that have'moſt Faith, Are com- 
-.-* monly moſt affaulted by Satan; and there- 
© fore have'needof the moſt confirming meas. 
pl When'our Saviour ſaw Peter firm in his 

' feffion of Faith {ſaith Chriſt} Sz | | 

\ | fred to" winnow thee hike Wheat have 

prayed for thee, that ” Faith Falms, Abra-. 
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ham, though hehad the promiſe, yethe want- 
ed a Melchifedeck to bleſs him. -- 

Now the third thing is, Melchiſedeck's bc 
ing without beginning. of days, or end of life--- 
Aarons Sons,and all tae Prieftsof the Levitical 
Priefthood, they die z- but Melehiſedeok , he 
liveth z he liveth mn his order, in the order of bis 
his Priefthood : For Foſus Chreſt 14 a "Prieft for 
ever after Melchiſedeck's order.  Buthere men 
receive their triefthood, that die (faith the 
Apoſtle) fo leave their work: But Chrift Je- 
ſas, he liveth-for-ever, who was here prefigu- . 

—_ Melchiſedegk, But the Sons of Lev, 
they muſt die for it is appointed forall meh 
once to-die, and after that comes Judgment. 
Your Prophets, do they live for ever? Many 
of theFathersof the Old World, lived a great 
while: But Kings, Prieſts and Prophetsmult 
die: Great and hoty men. muſt die. 

I ſhould enlarge upon this; but 1 ſhall im- 
prova theſe three or four ways. - 

1x ſhould teach us to walk, humbly as poor 

adad creatures ; ſuch as death will flrip of all 

our glory, all onr beauty. Oh ! what is it that- 

' makes men proud and haughty, and lifts u 

their {pififs?- It is becauſe they think more 
living than of- -dying. You have aftrange'in-- 
AT] this in Scripture ::: Good: Hezekrak, - 

na Meſſenger came to him,to bid him fk. ES 
his : puſs in = for he muſt dies how . 


wor bumble" * # 
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46 Chriſt ſet forth.” . 
humble he was, and how lowly he was: But 
when a Meſlenger came and ſaid,” he: ſhould 
live yet fifteen years; and(the Scripture faith) 
he recovered of his ſickneſs : His heart was 
lified up, and he did not render unto the Lord 
the thanks that was due to. him, 2 Chron, 32. 
24, 25. Whenhe was reſtored, he forgat his 
mortality 3 his heart was lifted up.---You ſee 


then the vanity of humane nature ; therefore 


if you would be humble, think more of dying 
tan of hving. - 

2- If all men muſt die, it- ſhould. teach all 
to improve our lives; to,do;all the good we 
ean whilſt we live. Saith Solomon, Keelef. 9. 
Whatever thine hand- findeth to do, do:it with 
all thy might. We have read and heard of 


ſome good Chriſtians,” that have improved. 


their lives, and have ſtood much upon the 
conſiderations of their going to Eternity: 
Oh that we might all do fo! 

3.'Seeing-ye muſt die, as well-as the Sons 
of Levi, it ſhould teach us contentment. under 
all our troubles ;- for death ſwallows all; © death 
 buries all the ſorrows aud griefs of the Children 
of God. 'If you have read the Martyrology. of 
the Church of Sod, you will ſee what ſtrong 
conſolation they have had at their deaths, 
upon this account, they knew, that beihg in 
Chriſt, death would ſet them free: from. all 
their fins and ſorrows. 
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4. If death be common toall, and afl-muft 
die, then. what cauſe have we to bleſs God for 
the promiſe "of the glorious Reſurrettion, for the 
hopes of Eternal-Tife for the Soul at death, ana. 


is brift ſet forth. "YN 


the Reſurrettion of the Body to glory, at the laſt 


day, for thoſe that are in Chriſt! Oh how 
this ſhould raiſe'and- comfort our ſpir:is / 
Saith the Apoſtle, It 7s ſown #n corruption, it is 
raiſed in incorruptian ;, tis ſown in diſbonour; tis 
raiſed in honour ; *tis ſown in weakneſs, tis raiſed 
in power ;, tis ſown a natural body; 'tis raiſed 2 
ſpiritual body. The cont1deration of this ſhould. 
raiſe our, ſpirits. 1 rememberT have read,of a 
ſpeech, of a dying Roman, being asked where 
he would be buried, he anſwered, Lcare not, 
where you bury me; for my ſtench, when I 
am dead, will cauſe you to bury me. Ah! 
but'a true Chriſtian ean ſpeak in a better: 
Language, as Fob 19. 25,26. 1 know that my 
Redeemer Iiwveth, and that he ſhall ſtaud at the 
latter day upon the Earth. -- Aud though after my 
shin, warms. deſtroy this body, . yet, mm: my._[Fleſh: 
foall I fee God... You that arezin.Chrift, com- 
fort your ſelves and one: another with theſe 
words. Re RS | | 
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"SERMON IV. 


Hebrows 7. from verſe 9, to 12. 


d1d, as I miay fo ſay, Levi alſe, who received Tythes, 

| paid Tythes in Abraham. 

For he was yet in the loins of his Father when Mel- 
chiſedeck met him. 

If therefore perfettion were 'by the Levitical Prieſt- 

hood ( for under it the people received the Law ) 
what further need. was there, that another Prieſt 
ſh8ald riſe after the order of Melchiſedeck, and 
#0t be called after the order of Aatonn? . , 

For the: Prieſthood bting changed, there 1s made. of 

x _ ity a change alſo of the Law. 


Everal things have already been ſpoken 

- of Jeſus Chriſt, as he was prefigured 

by Melebiſedeck, called the Prieft of the 

"Hi high God. The laſt time I ſpoke to you 

from, this Scripture, we went.to -. 9,of this 

chapter ; and I ſhall pot repeat ,what hath 

- ” been ſpoken, but ſhall proceed this morning 

"to open theſe verſes which I have now read 
at this time... * 

| Theſe words of the Apoſtle are brought | 

' inſtill to prove, that the order of Melchiſe- 

 d-ch (according to which Chriſt is a Prieſt 

for ever ) is greater than the order of Fargn Or 
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Levi. And he proves it thus, becauſe Levy, 
' who received Tythes of the people of Iirael, 
paid Tythes to  Melchiſedeck 1 in the loins of 
Abraham. "Here is a Myſtery, and a very pro-. - 
fitable Truth, that lies couched in thefe words. 
Lev: is ſfaid:to be in the loins of Abraban : 
How is that > why Levi was the third Son of 
Jacob, by. his wife Leah, Gen.' 49. 34. This , 
Levi had a Family and a Tribe, out of which, 
in proceſs of time, God choſe the Prieſthood : 
And-it was a. great honour to that Tribe, 
above all the Tribes of {/-ael, that God ſhould 
raiſe out. of” them a people to ſerve him-in 
the holy things, in the Sanctuary, and to. be 
nearer tohim than-all the Tribes befides.Now 
this Levz, or Poſterity, or Fatnily. of Levzs,are 
ſaid to bein the loins of Abraham, when Abra- 
Bam gave to Melchiſedeck, the Tenths of the 
ſpoils. How in his loinsLev: (as Ifaid before) 
was the Son of Facob, and Jacob was but-the 
Grand-ſon of 4brahans;for_Abraham,you know, 
had Iſaxc, and Iſaac had Facob, and Faceb. had 
this SonLer#s,who was the head of that Tribe, 
of which the Prieſthood was: So that Abra-- 
ham was the great Grand-father of Levs, and 
of all his ſterityz and yet they are faid to 
be in the loins of Abraham. The Holy. Ghoſt 
brings in this, that Levi was in the loins of 
Abraham, to teach us two things. 

'Firt, That Children are in the common 
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condition. with their Parents and [rogent- 


tors. And, 

Secondly, The actions of C hildreff are in- 
cluded in the actions of their Fathers, as 
Lew; paid Tythes in Abraham. 

1. Children are in the common condition 
with their Parents' and Stock they come of. 
"Tis true, God made a difference ſometimes 
by his Providence, and ſometimes by-his ſpe- 
cial Grace.” "Though ſometimes God, in the 


way of his Providence, advances Children 


above their Parents in this World. -So Saul 
and David were advariced to be Kings, when 
their Fathers were not. - So many in the 
World, that have been born of mean:Pa- 
rents, and of Parents that have 'had no re- 


_ pute in- the 'World, are by the providence 


of God advanced to ſome repute and condi- 
tion in the World: '-This is by providence, 
not by nature. 

2. Some advanced by ſpecial-Grace, to a 
far better condition than their Parents: And 
ſo where Children are godly, -that come of 
wicked Parents, this 1s an advancement of 
Grace. - Hezekzah and Joſiah" wete advanced 
by ſpecial Grace above their Fathers. -But 


though God © by his Providence and ſpecial 


Grace, doth ſometimes, and often advance 
C hildren 'above* the condition of their 'P 
rents ; yet they ate iftithe cormmonondi 
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tion with them ; we are all ſuch -as inherit 
our Fathers fins, *and our Fathers'infirmities. 
Who can bring a clean thing out of that which is 
unclean ? Job 14. 4: Fathers uricleari,and Chil- 
dren unclean ; andWho can briug aclean thing 
out of an unclean? not one. Job 25: 6. Having 
ſpoken of Man; How much leſs Min that is a 
Worm, ant the Son of Man, which 1s a Worm? 
A Wormisa poor weak Creature ; as our Þa- 
thers were fo arewe': 'And' therefore ſaith'the 
Prophet © Eljjah, when” he' was weary* of the 
« World, and requeſted of God that. he might 
"die, he uſeth this argument, +1 Kmgs 9. 4. 
For I am not better than my Fathers 3 my Fathers 
were mortal men, ard ' they are" dead, -and 
why ſhould I live? I am-not better than' my 
Fathers; he longed to be gathered to his Fa- 
thers--- Now to apply this ; ' 

If Children, be-in the common condition 
with theirFathers by nature;Then this ſhould, 

Firſt, Teach us  Humility--- Our Fathers* 
where are they ? - Their Bodles are rotting in 
the Grave, -whilſt our Bodiesand Carkaſes are 
alive. We ſhould conſider,thatas our Fathers 
were, ſo are we; © we ſhould always conlfider 
our flate and condition ;- our Fathers are-rgt- 
ting in their Graves, and weare going to our. . 
Fathers ;\ we ſhould not therefore pride our 
Veavin our Parts, gur Riches, or Apparel, | 
or-We are all as our Fathers were. - oh! 
dt Secondly, 


ly 52 


" Chrift ſet forth. 

 Secondly;If we bein the commoencondition 
as our Fathers, then let us Humbly bleſs God, 
ifhe hath raifed-us to Temporal ana Spiritual | 
bleflings, above what our Fathers were..How 
many are there in the World, that areas I 
their Fathers were, as-to Poverty, from one 
Generation toanother > Hath God raiſed thee, 
or any of you to any Credit and Fulneſs in 


> the World 2 This is the- Lords doing. For 


{ome may ſay, if they had been bound down 


in fo ſhort and low condition as their Fathers 
_ were; they muſt have been poor, and needy, 


and hungry. - How many Children are there, 


that inherit their Fathers Diſeaſes, Sickneſles, 
Weaknefles; and infirm Bodies ? and you have 


many Children that inherit nothing but their 


| Fathers Vices and Wickedneſs ; for as Gods 


Covenant doth many times run ih a Blood, 
and there is a Seed to ſerve God, from one 
Generation to another, in ſome Farnilies, {0 


_ *on the other ſide, the Devils Covenant runs 


im a Blood, with many Fathers, and Fore-fa- 
thers, Grand-fathers Fathers, and Grand-chil- 
dren, all of a wicked Spirit, that runs in the 


Family ; and therefore jt is God that makes 


the difference in your Temporal and p l jou- 


al condition. 


| But the Second and more ſpecial Point. from 
this, that Les paid Tythes in the LojnSGf 


Abraham ; That Children are tncluded #1 #. the 
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 aftions of their Paremtox' For God. of his Eter- 
na} Counſel hath-ſo ordered it, that-of fach a 
Stock and fuch Perſons, from one Generati- 

 otttoanother, proceeding one out of another, 
that AR ons b of the Fathers include the 
Childrens ; for Le2ypaid Tythes uv Abrahams 
andfor this cauſe it Was that the Curft of God . 
came upon Mankind, becauſe we allate of the 
forbidden Fruit, :in:the-Loins of our Father - 
Adam: . Adams actions brought the guilt up- 
on hisPoſterity, as you may ſee itr Rom. 57 x2. 
Wherefore, as by one man Sin entred: mio. the 
World, .and Death by Sin, | audl:fo Death: 
upon all men, for that all have Sinued. i Andin 
the 18. ver. Therefore, - as by the offdce-of one 
Fudgment came upon. all men to 108, 
By the offence | of one ! How is that? Why 
all Mankind were in the Loins of. Aur ; for 
God-dig,not make a Covenant: with :every 
man . particularly, but in his Father -{- 
dam. Now. as Lew did, inthe Loins of his 
Father Alraham, teftifie his homage and-ſer- 
viceto God, by giving Melchiſedeck the Tenths 
of the Spoil z fo we, in the Loins of our Fa- 
ther Adam, did ſhew our homage and ſervice * 
to.the Devil, when Adam did eatzof the fax- - 
Fruit, and ſo by Nature are-5eeome 
he Children of Wrath, being inthe Loins of 
"our. Fathe Arabam g and {o what: Adem did, 
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Loins of Ada; as what; Ab/aham did, - Les 
was-accounted toido,'becauſe: he was in: the 
Loins of 4braham--: This is;the word: of,God.: 
-;This ſpeaks;therefore-Three. things 0.us. » 
Firſt, To vindicatethesJuſtice 6f:God, in 
imputing of Adams Tranigreſſion to.all Man- 
kind ; rer:all Mankind Were'in the Loins of 
Adam. - God:doth/not Create Man: now; but 
. Propagates, Man: through the,-Loifs'of:; their 
Parents. There is but one work of Creation ; 
God higſelf. Created but one:Man,. but he 
put forth'a Creating, power, -in Propagating 
Mankind. --Through that one Man; and. by one. 
Mans offence, many; are. made Sinners: This 
ſeems hard, but if you conſider; you arein the 
Loins of Adam ; herein 1s the Juſtice of God 
cleared : But obſerve this difference between. 
our firſt Father: 4dam.4nd.other Fathers, that 
*tis but Temporal puniſhment that comes up-3 
on. Children for their 'Fathers,Sins,”-except 
they walk in their ſteps, -but[there.is.Eternal 
puniſhment come upon us by. our fifft Father 
Adams in; \but all that -repent 'and; flie to - 
_ Chriſt, have that fin of Adam and all their 
- aQtualſins orgiven, through Chriſt the ſecond | 
Agam. - 
| "Secondly, If chicks ſo, that we are inelid- 
ed in the actions of our finful Parents' by Nar 
ture 2 .This-loudly: calls upon us-to ſeeks aft.” 
Aa ſecond Birth, a new, Birth, that: ye hae 
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ſtand upon a new-: Foot, and'/beupon'a new 
Account: inthe ſight of God, -for: we are all 
ſinners, ; and loaden with#fin: and.guilt, as we 
are the Children of. the firſt-Man Adam 5 bat 
being born again, wehecome the Children of Gods; 

-and therefore. faith®he. Apoſtle in the. fore- 
;niefitioned place, Rom.” 5..18.\Therefore as by 
the offence ! of one-man," Fuaigment came upon all 
menu t0 Coudemmation s evenſo bytherighteouſneſs 
of ones. the free gift came upon all menunto Fuſtt- 
fcation of Life; that" 1s," all-men that: Beheve, 
Tf thou haſt but the firſt:Birth;all the:Cueſes 
of the Law come-upon thee; but M-thowhaſt 
a part-in.the ſecond Birth; all the bleſſings.of 
the Goſpel'come ,upon thee.- - It 1s Recorded 
of a great Man that had: his Nativity: (as:you 
call 4f);: caſt by.an Aftrologer; andithe Aſtro- 
loger'told, him; I.find-by, your Nativity; that 
youare to be aman of ſorrows'in your Lifeg 
to which he Anſwered;But: I:-amborn again ' 
Aincel was born of my Mother, and therefore 
I reckon my Nativity from that Birth : And 
indeed he ſpoke true, for if he:had reckoned 
from. his firſt Birth,” he might. have beena- 
man; of Eternal ſorrows x 2 but. re | 
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concerns all Parents for thelove they have to- 
their Children,” to take heed of intatling a 
Curſe upon their Pofterity, a'Curſe upontheir 
Children. Parents have ſommch love for their 
| Children, that they commonly ftrive tomake 
them great m the Wofld, yea greater than 
themſelves; but commotily theyſtriveſo hard 
for it, as to'hring a Curſe with it | ſee the 
2. Kings and the 5.:you read there of Gehazz, 
that Ins thoughts were Covetous, he runs af- 
ter Ndaman the Syrian, to receive the Mony, 
the. Talents of Silver, and the Raiment ; *but 
what was thefruit of it ? ſee the 27.verſe, The 
| Lerofie therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave to thee, 
aud. untd thy ſeed for ever ; and he went out 
from h1s preſerve a Leper 25 white as ſnow. You 
know the Prophet cured Naamanof a Lepro- 
fie, and it was transferred to the Prophets Ser- 
vant, and to his Seed for ever ; fo that Geha- 
275 Children wereall Lepers,and his Grand- 
chuldren all Lepers; fo that theſe poor Chil- 
dren and '/Grand-children they might riſe 'up 
and-curfe the baſe Spirit'of Covetoufneſs of 
their Father and Grand-father,” that brought 
' thiscurſeuponthem.Soyou have many a poor , 
wretched Father and Mother g 1 to Der ſN- 
kenneſs, and the poor Children they Kltſoi 
thefame : You know how it iswitht the Hee --- 
of Nations; If amanbea Traithr® an hea, 
his Blbad' is tainted, hisChildrenat 


» , 
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You know how it was'with poor Covetous 
Achan,that he and all hisFamily ſuffered forit) 
ſo Corah,Dathan,and Goren for envyingMoſes 
and Aaron, they and their whole Poſterity p& 
riſhed, and ſuffered for their Fathers fin. Le- 
vi paid Tythes in the Loins of Abraham, and 
it was is mercy that he paid homage to God 
in the Loins of his Fare-father. - 

Now to proceed to open the wllowing 
words ; Levi that received Tythes, paid Iythes 
71 Abraham ; If therefore perfetien were in 
the gLevitical Prieſt-hood,. &c. Now: here 
we come to the particular {cope of the Ape-. 

ſtle; that Lev: paid Tythes:in the-Loins'ef. - 
Abraham : And tho the Prieſt-hocd of -Levs 
was holy, yet it was not ſo holy as Melehs-. 
ſedecks--- So that here are three Points to Ve. | 
conſidered. ge Re 

The. Firſt is, That the Church and P! te of... 
God of old, recerved the Liaw under a Prieft- ood. . 

Secondly, The Law that theyreceived undet 
the Levitical Prieſt-hood, was not perfeth. 

Thirdly, es @- neceſſity of the change of 
the L aw and the Proeft-hood. . A 

To the Eirſt of theſe, That the Church and. 
People e Foods f ola ythirbad the Laws and Or- 
inttees" of God, they-:recerved them under a . © 
Pig? Br the ly God, never tak 
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between God and ,Man. Therefore before 
God gave a Law, . Melchiſedeck, was ſet up a 
Prieſt.an1 Head, .to.be a Typical Mediator 
| between God and Man, between God and his 

People, of which Jeſus Chriſt was afterwards 
to come 1n the Fleſh, and ſhew himſelf the 
real Melchiſedeck, Heb. 5. 1. For every high 
Prieſt, taken from among men, was ordained for 
men in things pertaming to God. Men may 11n 
things pertaiming to-man, . go. without a Prieſt, 
but in tainzs pertaining to God, they muſt 
have a Prieſt- hood; for God is a holy:God: 
There is a vaſ. diſproportion between #holy 
God and. finful * Man ; and ; conſidering his 
- Greatneſs, his Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs ; 
the. people receive the things of the Law un- 
der a Prieſt-hood. 

- zeſt: But you will ſay, There wasno Le- 
vitical- Prieſt-hood for many hundred; years 


: after Mans fall; for. this Levitical Prieſt- hood 


was not till the Children of Tfrael came out 
of «Zgypt. 
- 1 4nſw. Not ſo, for then (before the Levi- 
Heal Prieft-hood) was every Firſt-born of rhe 
- Family, the Prieſt of the Family,7as you may 
ſee in Numb. 3. 12. 4nd1T, behold," I have taken 
_ #he Levites from among the Children of Iſrael, 
Se of - a the rp I have ak 3 Sh 
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before the Levitical Prieſthood, that the firſt- 
born of the Family was the Prieft of the Fa- 
mily, to offer Gifts and Sacriiices. And in al- 
luſton to this, Jeſus Chriſt, our preat High 
Prieſt, called the firſt- born of many Bretnyren, 
Rom. g. 29. And therefore this ſhould teach 
us th1s duty, That as God gives his Law and 
Ordinances, firſt typical, and then real ; That 
we ſhould never go to God. but by our great 
High Prieſt : We ought always to have ſuch 
a holy Reverence of the great God, that we 
ſhould never draw near to God without our 
great High-prieſt, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Though God did give the Levitical Law 
of old, to his Church ; yet this Law did not make - 
any thing perfett, They were bleſſed Means 
and Ordinances of God, and were of. great 
uſe themſelves; but they did not make the 
comers thereto perfect. All the Prieſthood of 
the Law could not effecually cleanſe fin 
away : No, and if he did come with his Sa- 
crifice, yet 1t could not juſtiftie him, neither 
could it truly ſanctifie him. 

But you will fay,If thisSacrifice did not take 
away 1in, to what end then ſerved the Law : - 

I anſwer z; Firſt, to keep the Church in 
ovedience, till the fulneſs of time came, that 
Chriſt. ſhould come in the fleſh : For if 
the Lord had not given them his Laws and 
Ordinances, there wonld have been no di- 
E ſtin&ion 
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ſtin&tion between the Church of God, and 
the Heathen World : Yea, they would have 
run/into all kind of Will-worſhip with the 
Heathen-world, if they had not had his Laws 
and Ordinances. 
2. Though they could not make the comers 
to them perfect,yet they were led by them to 
eſus Chriſt, where their perfection was. 


"Their Sacrifices led them to Jeſus Chriſt.This - 


was the great end of all the ſewiſh Lawsand 
Ceremonies, to lead them to Jeſus Chriſt. 
For Gods Elect in thoſe days, did feed upon 
 JefusChrift ; as you may ee in the Apoſtles 

words, z Cor. 10. They dtd all eat of the ſame 
ſpiritual meat; and they did all drink of the 
fame ſpiritual drink: The ſame that we eat, 
and the ſame that we drink. Thoſe that had 
Faith in Chriſt, did live under a dark diſpen- 
ſation; yet they did eat the ſame ſpiritual 
bread that we do. So that the Law you ſee, 
was of uſe, though it did not make the comers 
to it perfe&. Thus 1s the ſecond thing. 


3. The Law being imperfect,& not making 


any perſon or things perfect ; therefore, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, there was a neceſſity of the 
change of the Law, of the Prieſthood- -This 
he proves thus—If this Levitical Law and 
Prieſthood could have made the Church and 
People of God happy, God would never have 
ſpoken of another Prieſthood after Melchs/e- 


deck; 


deck; and God would never have ſet up ano- , 
ther Prieft made by his Oath : And there- 
fore there was a necellity of another Law,and 
another Prieſthood ; a neceſſity of a change. 
And here you may take ſpecial notice of a 
change of the Prieſthood. | 

But what is to be underſtood by the change 
of the Law? | 

| anfwer ; By changing of the Law, we 
are to und: rſtand an Abolition or Abroga- 
tion of the Levitical Law, and all ſetled in a 
more clear manner on tae Priefthood of Te- 
fus Chriſt ; fo that we now receive the Law 
by Chriſt, in the room of the Ceremonial 
Law. And it is a blefted change for us; and 
it ſhould abundantly raiſe our hearts, in that 
now we have another Prieſthood, and ano- 
ther Law. Why? becauſe the old Prieſthood 
and the old Law, coyld not make the comers 
to them perfect. And it was a burdenſom 
Friefthood, and a burdenſom Law. See pray 
you As 15. 19. you will find there, that the 
old Law, the Ceremonial Law,zs called 4 Yoke. 
And there were ſome ſo: fond of this old 
Yoke, as that they would have impoſed it 
upon thoſe that had received the Chriſtian 
Faith. Now, faith the Apoſtle, Now therefore, 
why tempt ye God, 10 put a Voke upon the neck of : | 
the Diſciples, which neither we nor our Fathers 
were able to bear ? Yet they were forced to 
ONS E 2 | bear 
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bear it, till God removed it. And in Ga/.5.1. 
| Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free, and be not entangled 
azain with the Yoke of Bondage.--- Twas a Yoke 
of Bondage---How a Yoke of Bondage z--The 


Rites and-Ceremonies of the Law, they were 
painful and burdenfom, chargeable and bur- | 
denſom to all the people, to have all their 


Male-children circumciſed, which was to 
have their Fore-skin pulled off, which was 
painful. To have the firſt of their Flocks 
given to the Prieſts for Sacrifices.To go three 
times a - year to Jeruſalem, to appear in the 
_ City of Jeruſalem. In a word,the Ceremonial 
Law was ſo painful and burdenſom, that the 
carnal people of that Church did complain of 
it, Mal. 1. 7, 8. Te offer polluted bread upon 
mine Altar, and the blind, and the lame, and the 
fick. And in v. 13. Te ſaid, Behold, what a 
wearinefs 18 7t? EP ye have ſnuffed at it, ſanth the 
| Lord, and ye brought that which 15 torn, and the 
lame, and the ſick, Thus you ſee the Law was 
| ſo burdenſom, as they ſnuffed at it.---They 
- were called upon for Sacrifices, and they 

wauld bring the lame, and the torn, and the 
weak : They were loth to bring the beſt of 
_ their Flocks, when God required it. -But our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by his com- 
ing, the Prieſthood and Law is abrogated. 
And faith Chriſt, My yoke 7s eaſe, and my bir 
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den is light.--Why ? for hehath taken the bur- 
den upon himſelf. Our dear Lord Jeſus, in- 
ſtead cf calling for the beſt of our flocks to be 
offered for Sacrifice, he offered himſelf a Sa- 
crifice for {ins for ever, and he afcepts of our 
lame and weak performances, that are done 
with a humble ſincere heart, relying upon his 
perfect Righteouſneſs. He hath offered up 
himſelf, his blefled ſelf, for a Sacrifice for (in. 
My yoke 1s eafie, and my burden 1s light. Yea © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the change of the. 
Prieſthood, doth nor impoſe upon us, a going 
three times a year to a certain place ata great 
diſtance to worſhip ; but he left us. to our 
liderty to worſhip him in ſpirit and truth in 
any place. As Chrift ſaid to the woman of 
Samaria, in John 4. 21. The hour cometh, when 
ye ſhall neither im this; Mountain, nor yet at Je- 
ruſalem, worſhip the Father. This 1s the ſum 
of Chriſts Law, that you ſhould come to him 
by Faith, and receive the Goſpel, and repent 


of your fins, and to be holy as he is holy. The - 


Law of Chriſt calls for Faith, calls for Re- 
pentance: It alſo gives power to believe.-- A 
true Bekever, he knows thathe doth not on- 
ly command a duty, but he gives power alfo 
to perform it in ſome meaſure to his people. 

The Apoiile here gives you the reaſons of 
the change of the Prieſthood, and' of the Law; 


and we are bound to bleſs the Lord for his 
E 3 new 
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new Law, and this his new Prieſthood ; and 
therefore they do very ill that do mingle the 
Worſhip of God with the Jewiſh Ceremo- 
nies, when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath abro- 
gated them. 


SERMON V.. 


Hebrews 7. 13, 14,15, 16. 


For he of whom theſe things are ſpoken pertaineth to 
another Tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the Altar. | 

For it ts evident that our Lord ſprang ont of Juda ; of 

| which Tribe Moles ſpake nothing concerning Prieſt- 
00d. 

Hnd it is yet far more evident ; for that after the ſini- 

- lirude of Melchiſedeck, there ariſeth another 
Prieſt, | 

Fo 1s made not after the Law of a carnal command- 

' ment, but after the power of anendleſs life. 


Aving undertaken, through the Lords 
_ afliftance, briefly to go thorow this 
chapter :' Laſt day -we concluded the 1 2th. 
verſe of this chapter---The change of the Prieſt- 
hood, and fo of the Law. | 
Now in theſe words which I have read,we 
have that great point proved, namely, That 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Prieſthood 1s of another 
kind, diflering from the Levitical Prieſthood. 
. And the Apoſtle proves it thus: The 
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The Prieſthood under the Law was of 
the Tribe of Levs: But Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Prieſthood ſprang out of the Tribe 
of Judah:; Two different Tribes ,  there- 
fore two different Priefthoods. The Prieft- 
hood of Aaron was after the Law of a 
carnal commandment ; the Prieſthood of 
Chriſt after the power of an endleſs life. Tt is 
of great concern to all our Souls, to have a 
right apprehenfion of the Prieſthood of Jeſus 
Chriſt; for therein lies our Salvation. 

To begin with the 13th. verſe; For he of 
whom theſe things are ſpoken, pertamed to ans- 
ther Tribe. [Theſe things are ſpoken} That 
is, the things ſpoken of before,in this chapter. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was prefigured 
by Melchiſedeck, who was the Prieſt of the 
moſt high God, without beginning or days, 
or end of life, without Deſcent ; he of whom 
thoſe great and excellent things are ſpoken. 
This Jeſus Chriſt he pertained to another 
Tribe; not to the Tribe of Lev: ; what is 
that? A Tribe in Scripture ſignifies all thoſe 
that ſpring out of one Stock--- Facob. had 
twelve Sons, and the people that came of 
them, were called twelve Tribes, diſtinguiſh- 
ing one from another. The Tribe of Lev, 
and the Tribe of Judah, &'c. Now Jeſus 
Chriſt, of. whom theſe things are ſpoken, 
pertained to another Tribe than that of Levz. 
E 4 Whence 
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Whence firſt, obſerve, The great @ndeſcen- 
t;on of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in aſſoctating him- 
ſelf with the Children of men. That he that is 
the Eternal Son of God, was willing to be 
reckoned among men ; amongſt the Tribes 
of men. For you read of him, Prov. 8, That 
he was with the Father from Eternity--- Yet 'he 
rejoiced in the halatable parts of the Earth, and 
 his- delight was with the Sons of men, in v.31. 
That the Eternal Son of God ſhould fo far 
abaſe himſelf, to be reckoned among the 
Tribes of men--- Tins 1s great condeſcention ! 
But. faith the Apoſtle, It ts evident, that our 
Lord ſprang out of Judah, z. e. that he took his 
Humanity out of that Family, winch did be- 
long to the Tribe of Fadah, itis evident. And 
how is it evident, that Jeſus Chriſt, accord- 
16g to fleſh, came out of the Tribe of Judah ? 
It is evident in the Genealogy, in Matth. 1 
There you may read that Jeſus Chriſt, came 
' out of the Tribe of Zudah. That ciapter and 
other ſuch chapters in the Scripture, may 
ſeem to beunprofitable places of Scripture, 
to them that da not underſtand the ſcope of 
tizem : But ſuch Scriptures are as neceſlary 
as any toing in the Bible, to —_ by the 
Genealogy, that Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 
perſon of the ſacred Trinity, did come out 
of the Tr ibe of Judah: And for this he 1s 
called, The Lick of the Trive of Fuda'1, having 
power 
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powe® to. defend his Church. In Gen. 4g. 
there you have old Jacob blefling of the Tribe 
of Judah, and Prophecying that Chriſt ſhould 
come out of that Tribe;The Scepter ſhall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a Law-griver from between 
his Feet, until Shiloh come + and unto him ſhall be 
the gathering of the People. The Scepter ſhall 
not depart from Judah; that is, the Kingly 
power and Government. That Tribe did 
hold it till Chriit came in the Fleſh, and then 
Herod Reigned, who was not of the Tribe of 
Fudah -- This was old F-cobs Prophecy, that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould come out of Ju- 
dah : And why ſo? 1his makes him not on- 
ly a Prieſt, but a Royal Prophet; and this 
was according to the promiſe madeto Davzd; 
Thy Houſe and thy Kingdom ſhall be efta- 
bliſhed for ever before me : Thy Throne ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed for ever, 7. e. in his Son, that 
is Chriſt, who came of the Seed of David; 
ſo that he is a King and a Prophet, in that 
he came of the Seed of David. 

Come we now to the Obſervations, that 
are plain from this Verſe which1 have read--- 
The 1 3. ver. faith the Apoſtle--- For he of whon 
theſe things are ſpoken , pertaineth to anu- 
ther Tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the Altar; not one manof the Tribe of Judah 
did Miniſter at Gods Altar. 

Hence. we are Firſt to obſerve, That ac- 
cording 
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cording to.that order which God hath ſet 
among men; no matris to intermeddle with 
buſineſs out of his place: For the Tribe of 
Fudah having no part of the Levstzcal Office, 
no man of them might preſume to give at- 
tendance at the Altar. Solomon tells us, That 
' #t is the wiſdom of the prudent to underſtand his 
way ; but every fool will be medhing : It is the 


wiſdom of a Man to und-rſtand his way, z. e: * 


to. know what God calls him to, -and to mind 
his own work, and his proper buſineſs, in his 
callingand place. The Apoſtle gives this di- 
re&ion to the Church of the Theſſalonians, 
1 Theſſ.4.11. Study to be quiet, and to do your 


own bufmeſs: It 1s a great point of Godly wiſ- 


dom to give attendance to what God calls 
them to, and not to meddle with that which 
God has not called them to. _ 

There are ſome that are reproved from this 
firſt obſervation. | 

Such as have given attendance to publick 
Work, and to Preaching, and alſo ro Trad- 


ing to; asif the work of the Goſpel were not - 


ſufficient for oneman. There isnothing more 
plain in Scripture than this, that thoſe whom 
God hath ſet to the work of the Miniſtry, 
are exempted from otherWorldly Trades and 
Callings. It hath been an abuſe in this Na- 
tion, to think that men may Trade, and Buy 
ani Sell, and run into all Warldly Dal, 
an 


( 
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and yet undertake the Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel : Yea,ſome thatare called the regular Cler- 
gy, yet give theniſelves too much to Farming, 
Buying and Selling,and Secular Imploymentsg 
this doth come ſhort of their Calling,for mind 
what the Apoſtle ſaith to Temmothy, in 1 Tim. 
4. 13. Till I come, give thy ſelf to Reading, to 
 Exhortation, to Dottrin. © | 

So that you ſee it is the wiſdom of a man, 
to underſtand what they are Called to. No 
man gave attendance to the work of the Al- 
tar, but they that were of the Altar. Andlet 
me tell you this, God hath often had a ſpecial 
reſpe& to them whom he found in their Cal- 
lings, and hath choſen them to moreeminent 
- Services. You read, when Moſes was keep- 
ing his Fathers Sheep, ( being in his Calling) 
the Lord appeared to him in the Buſh: And 
when God ſetup another Prophet in the room 
_ of Elyah, hetakes another Prophet, who was 
in his Calling ; he was Floughing in the 
Field--- So in Zechariah, when the Angel ap- 
\ peared-to him, he was found in his Calling : 
God hath always delighted to own men i 
their Callings, and to find them therein. 

And why did not the Tribe of Judah give 
attendance unto the Work of the Altar? 

| The Apoſtle gives the reaſon in the 14.ver. 
becauſe Moſes ſpakenothing concerning that” 
_ Prieſt-hood. How Moſes ! Moſes was the _ 

y 
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by whom God revealed his mind in the Old 
Teſtament, and there was no other Prophet 
for the leading of the Church in that matter. 
Now Moſes when he comes to- reveal the 
mind and will of God, concerning the Ta- 
bernacle and ?'rieſt-hood, Moſes ſaid nothing 
of the Tribe of Fadah. 

Whence obſerve, Secondly, That we muſt 
not meddle with any thing in the Worthip of 
God, without a Divine Warrant from him : 
we muſt have a Warrant for what we do in 
the Worſhip of God. The Tribe of Judah 
would not meddle with any thing in theWor- 
ſhip of God, becauſe they had no Warrant 
from God for It. 


This therefore is to be obſerved, That - 


thoſe that bring in Popiſh and Superſtitious 
Inventions ;, we may fay of them--- Moſes,nor 
any of the Prophets in Scripture, ſpeak any 
thing concerning theſe things ; and therefore 
we look upon the Papiſts, as to their Super- 
ſtitions, to be of an Unſcriptural | eligion : 

For what Apoſtle, or what Prophet ſaid any 
thing,for theWorthipping of Images?Or what 
Apoſtle, or what Prophet ſaid any thing to 
warrant the Praying in an unknown Tongue ? 
What Prophet, . or Apoſtle, or Pen-man of 
Scripture, hath ſaid any thing concerning the 
Sacrifice of rhe Maſs, for the Living and the 
Dead > Oh filthy traſh! What Prophet, or 
Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, or Pen-man of the Scripture, hath 
ſaid any thing concerning Praying Souls out 
of Purgatory, or to have Maſs read for them ? 
What Prophet, or Apoſtle, or Chriſt himſelf 
ſaid any thing of Purgatory, or Croſſing them- 
ſelves, or their Childiſh Croſfles and Beads > 
Of theſe Popiſh Superſtitions,as it is here ſaid, 
ſo we ray ſay of that, God hath ſaid nothing 
in all his Word,for theſe Superſtitious things: 
And therefore the people of God muſt never 
meddle with theſe things; and if you be 
tempted, or ſollicited to any Ceremony, ask 
the Queſtion, Have Moſes, or the Prophets, 
orChriſt or his Apoſtles,ſaid any thing to this 
matter that you are ſo Zealous for > Oh ſearch 
the Scripture, and what you find there, you 
are to practiſe, in Faith and in the fear of God. 
 Ifatah 8.20. To the Law and to the Teſtimony 3 
if they ſpeak, not according to this word, it us be- 
cauſe there 1s no light 1n them. | Wes? + 
The Third thing obſervable in this Text,is 
the Title that is given to our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the 14. ver. It is evident that our 
Lord ſprang out of Judah [our Lord) Why doth 
he ſay our Lord? To teach us, that we muſt ne- 
ver ſpeakof Feſus Chriſt, or think, of him without 
an awful fear and reverence ; for he 15 our Loyd, 
our great Lord : He is ſo by reaſon of his Deity, 
and becauſe of the Fathers Ordination ; for 
he hath ſet his Son upon his holy Hill (Zzon) 


as 
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as King, P/al. 2. and in Eph. 1. 22. the Apo- 
file tells us, he 1s made the Head over all 
things to his Church ; ſurely then he is a 
great Lord. 

And from this Lordſhip of Chriſt, we are 
to take up three practical Duties, which 1 
ſhall but name, and ſo go on. 

I. If our Jeſus Chriſt be our great Lord, 
our King; Then tt ts our Duty to ſtudy Obed;- 
ence to his Laws and Commands ; not to take 
him only for a Saviour, but our Lord : For 
mind it, Earthly Lords require Honour and 
Qbedience ; and ſhall we call Chrift our Lord 
and Maſter, and not do the thing that he 
Commands, or have no-regard to his Word, 
or to his Commands ? Seel pray John 14.21. 
He that hath my Commandments and keepeth 
them, he it 1s that loveth me. You pretend 
love to Chriſt, ſhew it then in keeping his 
Commands ; and in the 23. ver. If any man 
love me, he will ke-p my word; lo the 15. ver. 
If ye love me keep my Gommandments, and you 
ſhall abite #1 my love; Chriſt puts all upon 
love. Though he bea great Lord, and might 
exact all ſervice, 1n a way of fear and dread, 
yet he will have allin Love, When you are 
tempted to any ſin,ſay, My Lord forbids me, 
and I muſt obey his Commands-- He hath 
told us, if we love him, we ſhall keep his 
Words. 


2, If 
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2, If Jeſus Chriſt be our great Lord, then 
we ought with confidence to reſt upon him 
for protection, for preſervation, for he is a 
great Lord--- For pray mind 1it--- Though TJe- 
ſus Chriſt makes but little noxſe in the World, 
and other Lords ſeem to carry a great name, 
yet Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord of Lords, and the 
King of Kings z and as he 1s the Fathers Vice- 
gerent, he over-rules all the Kings and King- 
doms in the World z and therefore you may 
reſt in him as the great Lord; and as the 
Apoſtle writes to T-mothy, the 1.and the6. and 
15. which in time he ſhall. ſhew, who is the 
bleſſed and only Potentate, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords ; then let us reſt uponhim 
for Protection. a 

3. If Jeſus Chriſt be our Lord, then are 
we not only to walk according to his Com- 
mands, but after his Example, in Meekneſs 
and Humility ; ſee Fobr 13. 13. faith Chriſt 
to his Diſciples, Te call me Lord and Maſter, 
and ye ſay well, for ſo I am, If then your Lord 
and Maſter, have waſhed your feet, you ought alſo 
to'waſh*one anothers. Be not proud then ; but 
ſay, hath my Lord and Maſter condeſcended 
ſo to his Diſciples? And ſhall I flight them 
and caſt them off > I have given you an ex- 
—__ (faith Chriſt 3) labomr then to honour 
Jefus Chriſt. _. 7 
Now in thenext place ; Here you find _ 

the 
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the Apoſtle uſeth one word in the Text [mind 
that? it 15 evident that our 1.ord ſprang out 
of Judah ; and in the 15. ver. it is far more 
evident. | 
* Why doth the Apoſtle ſo infift upon it ? 

I Anſwer, It is to teach us Miniſters that 
Preach the Goſpel, .to make things evident to the 
Peoples underſtandings : Plain and evident to 
their underſtanding. 1t is a great part of their 
Miniſterial work, to inform their Judgments ; 
and therefore pray that you may have a plain 
Goſpel-Miniſter, 1 Cor. 2. 5. that in every 
thing you are inriched by him in all utter- 
ance and in all knowledge ; men may make 
a great noiſe in Preaching, but little to Edi- 
fication. 

But then here 1s the Queſtion, What-is it 
that the Apoſtie will make evident > That is 
the main Point in the Text. . 

Why, he makes evident, that Jeſus Chriſt 
our great High-prieſt, was not a Prieit after 
the Law of a carnal Commandment, but by 
the power of anendleſs Life. And theſe are 
the words I ſhall briefly open and apply : 

Th.t Feſus Chriſt our great High-prieſt, was 
not made a Prieſt after the Law of a carnal Gom- 
 mandnent, but after the power of an endleſs Life. 
Here are two things to be obſerved; 

Firſt, The Apoitles removing the Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt, from the Levzirical Prieft- 

4 a hood ; 


. 


hood x that 1 it was not Ads WY the Law of 
a'carnal Commandment... 

Secondly, He gives a deſcription of the true 
Nature of the Prieſt-hood: of Chriſt; [That | 
it 15 a Prieſt-hood of power, and of a an end- 
leſs Life.] 

. Firſt of all (ſaith the A poſtle) He > was mot” 
made a Prieſt after the The of © a carnal Com®' 
mandment. .+What is that? Why it is a car- 
nal Commandment: that made all: ſubje& to 
_ the Ceremonial Law. You will ſay, Was the: 
Ceremonial Law-Carnal? Did\not God Com 
mand it? how was it then Carnal? Why, it 


wasa Command that reſpe&ted Carngl things” 1 


CCarnal} in Scripture 1s takentwo ways.” 

Firſt, {Carnal}. is taken for that which is 
ſinful ; and.in-this ſence the. Law. of Moſes, 
was not madeby/a-Carnal Commandment. |, 

Sometimes. [CarnalJ's ſetin oppoſition to 
Spiritual things3Fand 1 1t-1s put for things 
concerning! the Body, and. not for the Soul * 
If we have ſown'unto you Spiritual things; 
Is it a great thing'ifwe ſhall reap your Cat= 
nal things. - And in. this ſence the. Ceremo- 
nies of the Law.-were' calledCarnal things;be* 
cauſe theydidonly reach to the Body ; they 
were , but fhadows of- Heavenly things, and 
therefore the Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Co- 
loffians, called them Worldly rudiments, Col. 
2.30. Why ſo? Becauſe all thoſe Ceremo- 
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nial Laws were not of an heavenly nature, as | 
_ the things of the-Spirit are; | but they only , 
goncerned outward things. [Mind this] The 
ews they doted much upon their Ceremo- 
nial Rites,before Chriſt came,andafter Chr1it 
came, they. did ſtick -much to their carnal 
and worldly Ceremonies. And therefore the " 
Apoſtle Paul in a holy anger; ſpeaks t6 the 
Galatians; O fooliſh Galatians! who hath be- ; 
»witched you, that you. ſhould not obey the Truth ?' 
to turn aſide from Chriſt the ſubſtance, to. 
carnal things, to worldly things, which are | 
but ſhadows. And this is to'be obſerved, and 
'oh that we could obſerve it more !- that in 
the corrupt nature of:man, - there 1s a carnal | 
-- One that leads him out to worſhip 
din a carnal way : And that1s the ſcope of 
* the Apoſtle here. Look npon'rche Worſhip 
and Religion of the Papiſts;-and you will ſee | 
*tis but a carnal Religion :#-They have their | 
curious Images and Pictures Whar dot! | 
this avail a Soul, to have afich pompous Al- 
tar, a rich Garment for the Prieſt ;- to have 
pompous Proceffions; and curious. Muſick 2 
What are theſe to the Soul '?. And as for us, 
- that have the Reformed Religion ;;how-many 
amongſt us delight to worſhip God after the 
Law of a carnal Commandment ? ' Are there 
not too- many amongſt us, which are more 


for old Abrogated Ceremonies, than they. are 
*for 
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for a Goſpel Worſhip ? © Bewail and lament 
the Apoſtacy of this Generation. 

Theſe Ceremonies. of the Old Teſtament, 
tho' they were carnal and low things in them- 
ſelves, yet they had a' ſpiritual fignification 
, put upon them by God, and ſo had a great 
" excellency i in them,” whilſt God was pleaſed 
to continue them. But now that: God hath 
aboliſhed - them,” Paul calls them carnal 
things : And fo we may call all Mediums of 
Worthip, that are not of Gods appointment. 
Now for'the ſecond; which is the deſcrip- 
| I © tion'of the' Prieſthood of” Chriſt: '| It is a 
| WY Prieſthood of power, and of an endleſs life.) 
| WY Here are three thingstd be obſerved. ; 
) 
; 
/ 


Firſt, Chriſts Prieſthood ts 2 Prieſthood, of 
power 3 able to bring"that to paſs it was appornt- 
ed for. Pray.look into Heb. 7. 18.” There you 
will find, that there was a difannulling of the 
Comtnandmentigoing before, for the weak- 
| + neſs and unptefitableneſs” thereof,” to work 
z upon the Soul'o "man: "But this of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; is a Prieſthood'of power”; for 
| what he did- for us, he "did" perfe&tly. He 

cleanſes'us from our fins, and he doth recon- 


cile us to God. *He doth juſtifie ns, and he 


doth'fave us.” Thus Chrifts Prieſthood” is 2% _ 


Prieſthood of power. 


2+ Tt-is not only a Prieſthood of /power,”,. - 


but pf an endleſs life. How isthat? why1t 
i IS 2 brings *: 
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brings all Believers into a ſtate of life. Hence 
our jife is ſaid to be hid with Chriſt in God : 
And when Chriſt, who 1s our Iife, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall we appear with him n glory. And then, 
3. It is a Prieſthood of an endleſs life--- 
How is that > All 'men die in this World, 
ſooner or later--And the Prieſthood of Aaron, 
that is dead--They could not continue, by rea- 
ſon of death.-- But Jeſus Chriſt .[ he ever 
liveth} he is a Prieſt for ever, and abideth 
our Intercefio:---and he hath brought ever- 
laſting life to us. Hence you have thoſe words 
of his, in John 11.26. I|Whoſoever believeth on 
7, ſhall My die--- He ſhall have an endleſs 
life. How ! never die? he ſhall be changed, 
but not die in: ſome ſenſe. \Tho' there 1s a 
ſeparation of Soul and Body, yet thatis a Be- 
levers gan, and not his loſs. There 1s a 
change of a mortal life, for an immortal life: 
Be ſhall lay down this earthly Tabernacle of 
the Body, for a ſpiritual, for an endleſs life. 
And this is uſeful to us, to quit our.minds, # 
and to make us patient under all afflictions 
and CHanges, we find op meet witly. This may 
be comfort againſt approaching death, to Be- 
hevers. For if there be an endleſs life, we may 
' triumph with the Apoſtle, in 1 Cor. 15.55. 
O death ! where is thy ſting! O grave. where 15 
ay viftory ? 


Thus you have hegrd, that our Lord-Je- 
ſus 
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ſus Chriſt hath a Prieſthood of power, and of 
an endleſs life. | 


| SERMON VL 


: Hebrews-7.17, 18,1907 © 44; 

: For he Teſtifieth, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the 

| order of Melchiſedeck. _ 

For there us verily a diſcmnulling of the Commanament 
 g0ing before, for the weakneſs and unprofit ableneſs 

thereof. | | 
For the. Law made nothing perfett, but the bringing in 
of 5 _ hope. did; by the which we draw nigh un- 
70 Goa, | | ; 


HE laft time T fpoke to you from this 
. chapter, I concluded with v. 16. where 
it 18 ſaid, that JeſusChriſt is made a Prieſt 
after the power of an endleſs life. Theſe were 
the laſt words ſpoken to. 
Now the Apoſtle, to prove this, he goes 
*W on to demonſtrate it in theſe three verſes 
which T have read unto you, and to be opened 
this morning, as God ſhall afhſt. 
Chriſt Jeſus was made a Prieſt after the . 
power of anendleſs life;our Apoſtle proves }t, | 
Firſt, In v. 17. in theſe words (for he te-._* 
ſtified) Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the order - 
of Melchiſedeck. Is made a Prieſt after the 
power of an endleſs life--- But Jeſus Chriſt 15 
Þ 2 


3 made 


4 
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made a Prieſt gfter the order of Melchiſedeck. 


F 
And to prove this ſtill more evidently, he » 
tells us in v. 18. That there 1s a diſannullingof | 
If 

F 

c 


the Commandment going before, for the weakneſs 
and unprofitableneſs thereof. God: difannulled 
 .. the Commandment going before : Ee diſan- | 
nulla the old Prieſthood, to ſet up the Prieſt- 
hood of Jeſus Chriſt for ever : And the rea- 


ſon why God diſannulled the Commandment | 
going before, is given in the latter end of FI * 
verſe 18, Fecauſe of the weakneſs and unpro- ; 
fitableneſs thereof. | 


And this he further amplifies in verſe I9. 
 For(faith he) the Law made nothing perfe&t,but 
the bringing in of a better hope did-—Theſe par- 

. ticulars tobe opened in the three verſes. 

* To begin with verſe 17. For he teſtifies thou 
art a Prieſt for ever, after tl e order of Melchi- 
ſedeck | he teſtified } why, who teſtified 2 
why, Davidteſtified ; or the Spirit of God by 

- David teſtified. * In F/al. 110.4. there 1s the 
teſtimony. The Lord he ſware, aud will not re- 
pent, Thou ait a Prieſt for ever, after the order 
of Melchifedeck. Mind it ; when Dav:d teſti- 
fied this, the Levitical Priefthood was then in 

f -1ts oreateſt glory: For David lived in a time 

l _ When the ſervice of God was performed ac- 

' cording to the order of Aaron, and the Levi- 

| tical Prieſthood ; yet Davzd teſtified of - ano- 

| ; ther Prieſthood. David was tn his day a Prc- 


ph er 
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phet in the Church of God, and a great Pro” 
phet; and he was- inſpired by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, to teſtifie this, many hundred years 
before-1t came, tobe fully accompliſhed : To 
teſtifie that Jeſus Chritt was the everlaſting 
High Prieſt according to the order of Mel. 
chiſedeck. 

I ſhall not ſtand much upen this verſe, at 
this time, becauſe you have the ſame thing 
repeated again in verſe 21. of this chapter : 
There 'tis brought in as a repetition of the 
Oath of God; The Lord ſware, and will not re- 
pent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever,after the order of 
Melchiſedeck, Here you have it twice toge- 
ther ; I ſhall therefore leave the more full 
handling of this till I come to the 21th. verſe. 

In the words of v. 17. you may obſerve 
the Apoſtles ſcope in them, why he mentions 
it here in v. 17. 

His ſcope is this 5 to ſhew the excellency 
of the Priefthood of Chriſt, above that of. 
Aaron, in two reſpects. 

_ Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt is a Frieſt for ever 
after the order of Melch:ſedeck. The Apoſtle 
would have us to underftand, that Chrift 1s 
not madeP rieft by the Law of a carnal C om- 
mandment (which I ſpoke of in the vefſe be- 
fore.) The Levitical Prieſthood was madeby 
the-Law of a carnal Commandment. 4 open- 


ed that the laſt day. There was nothing in the - 
F 4 ſervice 
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ſervice of that Prieſthood, but was meerly 
outward and bodily : But Jeſus Chriſt being 
a Prieſt after the order of Melchiſedeck., he is | 
not a Prieſt after the Law of a carnal Com- - 
mandment, an outward and bodily Worſhip ; 
but the Worſhip of Chriſt is a ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip. And this 1s the firſt branch of. the excel- 
lency of Chriſts Prieſthood, above that of Lev. 
2. The Apoftles ſcope alſo, i is, to prove that 
Chriſt is a Prieſt for ever after the order of 
an endleſs life ; becauſe he is a Prieſt forever 
after the order of Melch;ſedeck, So that now 
we do not depend upon a dying Prieſthood ; 
or upon fuch Ordinances and Ceremonies, | 
that are to be aboliſhed, before the time of 
the conſummation of all Wor ſhip in this 
World. But we are to worſhip God under 
ſuch an High-prieſt as abideth for ever : And 
wecome to one,who is able to' fave to the ut- 
rezmoſt,all thoſe that come unto God by him. 
He teſtified, Thou art a Prieſt for ever af- 
t2r the order of Melchiſedecz,]., From whence 
we may learn this Lefion from the werds ; 
That we muſt always keep cloſe to Seripture-te- 
ftimony, to take up that which 15 the matter of 
our Faith. We muſt take it up on Scripture- 
teitimony,and not by the will of man. Ando 
I come to the 18th. verlie. 
For there 1s verily a arſannulling of the Com- 
mandment going before, [A Dilannulling. _ 
then 
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then he ſhews the reaſon of it' and' that i Is, 
for the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof. 

Fir, (faith he ) Verily there is a Com- 
mand going before : What Command 
was that? why, the Command of the Le- 
vitical-way of Worſhip, which did go be- 
fore Chriſts coming 1n the fleſh. That? 1s the - 
meaning. For the Law, as to the Adminiſtra- 
tion of it, it was before the Goſpel ; it was 
before Chriſt 'came to be our ſpiritual High- 
prieſt and Sacrifice, tho' he was promiſed 
before, yet it was before Chriſt came in the 
fleſh, and all thoſe things were but types and 
ſhadows of heavenly things, of things which 
were to come. As the ſhadow ſometimes goes 
before the body; ſo did the Law come be- 
fore Chriſt--- The Levitical *Prieſthood goes 
before the Evangelical Prieſthood of . Jeſus 
Chrift. But (ſaith the Apoſtle) there is a diſ- 
anriulling . of ' the Command ' going before; 
_ '[difannulling]} what 1s that? why, it 1s an 
abrogating and making void, ſo as no man 
is. bound +to this Command, to that kind 
of Worlhip that was under the Law. He is 
not bound to offer thoſe Sacritices ; the com- 
mand of thoſe Sacrifice; is difannulled : He 
is not bound to obſerve thoſe Rites, thoſe 
manifold Ceremonies, for the command is 
diſannulled and made void, by theccoming 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh. Pray attend — 
thoſe 
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thoſe things, for it may be of uſe to them that 
are ſtudious to know the mind of God in the 
Scripture. 

The Apoſtle gives the reaſon why thereis a 
diſannulling of the Command,and Law of the 
old way of Worſhip. What Reaſon 2 Why 
(faith bs Becauſe. of the weakneſs and unprofi- 
zableneſs of it. , The weakneſs and unprofita- 
bleneſs of all the-Levitical Prieſthood and 
_ Service, is the reaſon why God removed it. 
"* Weakneſs and unprofitableneſs, that is, if a 
Man did ſpend all his days in that kind of 
Worſhip and Service, without looking be- 
yond it, it profited nothing ; it. was not able 
to effect the great things the Soul ſtood 1n 
need of, and therefore 1n Gal. 4. g. the Apo- 
le calls them, weak, and beggarly Elements , 
you ſee what he calls thoſe things, that were 
once the Ordinances of God: But he ſo calls 
them in reſpe& of Goſpel diſpenſations [ſo 
here they are weak and unprofitable.J | 

There are ſeveral things in Scri ipture that 
are ſaid not to profit us. 

As Firft, the knowledge of Chriſt after the 
Fleſh; ſee John 6. 13. It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing ; he 
ipake 41t in reference to his Doctrin. The 
HleſnJthat is,the Fieſhly knowledge of Chriſt. 
As thoſe people (the Papiſts) whocount them- 
{elves the only wiſe people; it profiteth no- 
thing 
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thing to know Chriſt after the Fleſh, tho if 
they were certain they could lie in the man- 
ger where Chriſt lay,. and Kifs the Crofs, and 
g0 to the Sepulchre of Chriſt, it is only filthy 
knowledge, and profiteth nothing. 
So again, the Scripture tells us that Bodily . - 
Exerciſe profiteth little, 1 Tz. 4. 8. For Bods- 
ly Exerciſe profiteth little, but Godlineſs 1s profs- 
table unto ill things. having the promiſe of the hfe 
that now 1s, anA of that which is to come. Bo- 
dilyExerciſe profiteth nothing: Some have no 
. other Religion but what lies 1inBodilyExercifſe. 
| Thirdly, The Scripture tells us, that meats 
8 profit nothing, ſee Heb. 13. 9. It zs a good 
thing to have the Heart eftabliſhed with Grace, 
and not with Meats, which hate not profited them, . 
that have been occupied. therem. The Jews of 
old made agreat diſtinction about Meats ; ſo 
the Papiſts now, hold ita greati{into eat Meat 
in Lent, and to eat Fleſh on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays ; but (faith the Apoſtle) this profiteth 
nothing : This diſtinction of Meats profiteth 
nothing to the Soul. Now (faith the Apoſtle 
here in the Text) the Commandment 1s dif- 
annulled, for the weakneſs and unprofitable- 
neſs of it. How is that? Why, if Men went 
no further in the Law;than bringing a Lamb 
or a Bullock for a Sacrifice, go up to Fers- 
fakm to Worſhip, and be very ftri& in ob- 
ſerving all the Rites and Ceremonies yy” the . 
aw 
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Law of Moſes; theſe things profited nothing. 
TheLord diſannuled the Commandment con- 
cerning all the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, 
for the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs in them. 

But then you will ſay, Why did God + /erg 
them, ſeeing they were weak and mnprofirab le ? 
1 Anſwer, Though they were weak and unpro- 
fitable (as to reach the-main end of Mans Salua- 
1700) yet God had other holy ends in appointing | 
of them. | 

Firſt of all, to keep his Children and Peo- 
ple under obedience, until the fulneſs of time 
did come, that Chriſt was to be manifeſted 
in the Fleſh; for this is to be-obferved, that 
all Mankind are addicted to Worſhip a Deity, 
ſome God or other, or ſomething that they 
made their Go4. All the Heathen'Worſhip- 
persare for Worſhipping ſome God'or other ; 
and if Go] had left this people without D1- 
vine Rites and Ceremonies, they would have 
runinto the Rites and Ceremonies of the Ido- 
| latrous Heathens, which were worſe: God 
dd by his Children in the time of the Law, as 
i arents do with their Childrenzthey fſetthem 
zyout things that are little worth, or of little 
efrect, to keep them from doing worle ; So 
God left his People the Divine Rites and Ce- 
remonies, to keep them from running into. 
iJeathemniſh Idolatry. 

Secondly, God had filla furtier end, and 
that 
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that 1s, Tho they were not perfe&t of themſelves, 
Jet by this they were diretted to look. unto Feſus 
Chriſt, and his Prieghood, and his Sacrifice, and 
tho they were no more perfected by them,than 
the body 1s by the thadow, yet the ſha- 
dow ſhews that there is a Body; fo thoſe - 
things were weak and unprofitable in them- 
ſelves, but they led to Chriſt the ſubſtance ; 
{o they were of holy uſe to all the Faithful _ 
and Elect of God. | | 

But to come to the application of this Point, 
and ſo to pais on: | 

If this be fo that all the Moſazcal Rites and 
Ceremonies, were weak and imperfect, and 
God for that reaſon aboliſhed them, becauſe 
they could not reachr the main end of Mans 
happineſs: Then here you may ſee the folly of 
thoſe Men, that ſet up theſe Rites and Geremo- 
nies and humane Inventions, 1n part of therr Woy- 
ſhip. If Gods: own Inſtitutions were weak 
and unprofitable, what are Mens Inventions ? 
Are their Prieſtly Veſtments profitable? Their 
Croſlings and Cringings. profitable 2 What 
profit is there in bowing the Knee at the word 
Jeſus? What profit is there in theſe things ? 
And yet many Men Glory in theſe things, 
and magnifie them above the Goſpel of Jeſus 
CHeHt. :c.. 

Some ſay theſe things are Edifying : I re- 
member a. diſpute between a Martyr and a 

2; Popiſh 
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Popiſh Prieſt; the Martyr objected that he - 
could not comply with that kind of Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe of their many Ceremonies ; ſaid 
- the Prieſt, 'tis true thoſe Ceremonies are not 
neceflary to Salvation, but they may be uſed ' 
to Edification; the Martyr replyed again, Give 
me the Salvation, and give me the Edifica- 
. tion; to be ſure there 1s an unprofitableneſs 
in all theſe things: 

=  *But ſome will fay, theſe are Ornaments of 
the Church of God. To that TI Anſwer, So 
is a painted Glaſs an Ornament to the Houſe, 
yet it ſhuts out the Light more than a plain 
Glaſs ; the Light doth not ſhine out ſo clear 
through a painted Glaſs : Theſe painted and 
carnal Ceremonies do, ſhut out the Light of 
the Goſpel ; for the Light of the Goſpel ſhines 
out more pure and clear, in the platn Admi- 
. Niftration of the Goſpel; and therefore all 
thoſe things that carnal Men ſo magnifie are 
unprofitable. ' FE 

Now. proceed to the 19. ver. For the Law 
made nothing perfett, but the bringing 1n of a 
better hope did, by which we draw nigh to 
God. This 1s ſtill to demonſtrate the point 
in hand [The weakneſs and unprofitableneſs 
of-tae Law:JThe Law made nothing perfect, 
z.e the Levitical and Ceremoniat Law could 
not Cleanſe the Conſcience, neither Juſtified 
the Perſon; 1t never could reach the "mu 
end, 
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end, which is the happineſs of Men. - But 
God brings in another thing, a higher thing 
(for that ſee Heb.1o.1.) For the Law having a | 
ſhadow of things to come, and not the very Image 
of the things, can never with thoſe Sacrifices, 
which they offered Year by Year continually, make 
the comers thereto perfett. They could never 
 makerhecomers to them perfe&;and ſtill they 
had dark apprehenfions of God. 'Tis true, 
the Ele& could ſee Chriſt, but they that went 
no further than theſe Ceremonies and Levi- 
tical Worſhip, tho ' they were very ſtrict in 
them, yet theſe were very ſhort in cleanfing 
them from fin. [[t made not thecomers tothem 
perfect. ] When-the People of God of old 
had offered a Sacrifice, and performed all their 
Sacrifice according to the Law, yet they were: 
to look to a higher Priefthood, and a higher 
Sacrifice,for the cleanſing of their fins, Heb.g.9. 
Which was a figure for the time then preſent ; in 
which were offered both Gifts and Sacrifices, that 
could not make him that did the ſervice Perfe&t, 
as pertaining to the Conſcience : It could not 
cleanſe him from the guilt of fin which lay 
upon his Conſcience. This 15 done by the 
bringing in of a better hope, by the which 
we draw nigh to God. Theſe are the Words 
which I ſhall ſpend the remaining part of my 
time 1n. - + 
But the bringing 1n of a better hope, by 
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wy.) 


the which we draw nigh to God.J Here the Qhe- , 


ſtion is, What is meant by this hope ? 


x. For the word hope; here it is to be taken _ 


for the thing hoped for ; [That is the hope here] 


the coming of the Meſffah, the Salvation by 
Chriſt, the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and the bleſſings 
that attend it. And this is called hope in a two- 
fold reſpe&. | ; b 
x. In reſpe& of the time, when David did teſti- 


- fie this of Chriſts coming : So it was a blefling to 
come, and a thing to be hoped for, by the Fathers 
of old. For this is to be obſerved, that all the 


time the Church lived under the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood, they lived in the hopes of the coming of 
Chriſt, and of the 2eſſiah; - which was the great 
thing hoped for, and looked for. And therefore, 
when Jeſus Chriſt was born, and the Angels came 


ro give intimation of his Birth 5 ſee how Zecha- 
.rtah) who was one of the Levitical Prieſthood) 


expreſles himſelf in his Song, Luk.1.72,573. To per- 
form the mercy promiſed-to our Fathers, and to re- 
member his holy Covenant, the Oath which he ſware to 


, our Father Abraham. This was the great promile, 
. CThe coming of Jeſus Chriſt the Meſſiah] that 


ſhould do what the Law could not do. The Law 
made nothing perfe&t; bur Jeſus Chriſt the 2e/- 
frah made all things perfect. This was the hope 
the Father had; therefore if you look into. Luk. 2. 
you ſhall find, that good and juſt man old Simeon, 
who waited for the conſolation of /-ae! {which 
was the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ] Ar ver. 29. Lord,now 
letteft thou thy Servant depart in,peace, for mine eyes 
have ſeen thy Salvation. Oh this was a joyful: thing 

tohim ! Whenhe came into.the Temple,he roo 
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the Child in his arms, and ſaid, Lord, now letreſr 
thou thy Servant depart in peace, for mine cyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation, This was the hope of them of old. 
2. Chriſt in his Prieſthood, Death and Suffer- 
ing,is ſtiled [ our hope alſo. For (faith the Apoſtle) 
we are ſaved by hope ; and where is our hope, but in 
the Death and [ntercefſion of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt 2 [all our hope is in him. ] 
But then he is ſtiled here [a better hope:] How 
3s it a better hope? In two reſpects, than all che 
Jewiſh Sacrifices, and Levitical Prieſthood could 
give : for that Prieſthood gave hope only of rem- 
poral bleſſings clearly, but very darkly of fſpiti- 
tual bleſſings, We can ſcarcely read one word of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, under the Moſaical diſ- 
penſation. See I pray Lev.26.2. and ſo on. Ye ſpall 
keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my Santtuary ; 19am 
the Lord--If ye walk in my Statutes, and keep my Com- 
mandments, and dothem ; then mill I give you Rain in 
due ſeaſon, and the Land ſhall yield her increaſe, and 
the Trees of the field ſhall yield their fruit. <ind your 
threſhing ſhall reach unto the Vintage,and the Vintage 
ſhall reach unto the ſowing-time, and ye ſhall eat your 
bread to the full, and dwell inyour Land ſafely. The(s 
are all promiſes and bleffings,and encouragements 
to ſerve God, according to the command of God. 
But nota word of Heaven here-:This was the te- 
nour of the firſt Covenant; they had hopes of 
Legal Priviledges, and Temporal Bleffings. Theſe 
are the great things the Law of 4oſes runs upon : - 
But now we have a better hope, Jeſus Chriſt ous 
High-prieſt--If any man will follow me, he ſhall 
have the light of life-- The New Teſtament runs 
all. upon heavenly things. Bur, -- | 
| G 4 2. Better 
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2. Better hope] in reſpe& of the manner of _ 
revealing of it : For this muſt not be denied, but 
that all the true Saints and Believers, under the 
O!4 Teſtament, had their [hope] of Heaven, as 
we have, bur very poorly and darkly : They had 
their hopes of Grace, and heavenly things 3 and 
therefore it is ſaid of Abraham, (in Heb. 11, 10.) 
He looked for a City which hath foundations, whoſe 
buiiger and maker ws God, They had all theſe things 
in {igh:,but darkly. And while 47oſes was read 
amongſt them, they had a Veil upon their face : 
Fur we wit open face behold the glory of God, 
and are changed into the ſame Image, from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Bur then the next is | By which we draw nigh 
ro God. } The bringing in of a better hope, by 
which we draw nigh to God How 1s that > You 
muſt know, that God and ſinful man are at a great 
diſtance, tho' near in reſpect of his Omniſciency. 
You know how it is among men, tho' they livein 
the ſame Town, or near to one another, in reſpect 
of Neighbourhood ; yet, if there be enmity and 
ſtrife between them,you will ſay, they are at a di- 
ſtance : So God, in reſpect of his Omniſciency, is 
not far from any of us : For *'tis through him we 
live,move and breathe, and have our being. Bur 
in reſpect of Love,Peace and Union, God and fin- 
ful man is at a great diſtance. Tis ſaid, God is 
angry with the wicked every day, P/al. 7. 11. He 
iS an offended God---He 1s of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. He is at a diſtance from us : and 
if men were but ſeniible of chis, they would never 
preſume upon his mercy, in a day of affliction, 
1ſa.i.15. And when you ſhall ſpread forth your hands, 
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1 will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when ye make ma- 
ny prayers,J will not hear, When people come into 
attliction and diſtreſs, they are ready to cry unto 
God for mercy. But (faith the Lord) I will hide 
mine eyes from you. There is a vaſt and infinite 
diſtance between God and a poor ſinful creature : 
Bat by the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, he offering 
himſelf as a Sacrifice for ſin, and ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us. And by virtue of this, 
every Believer may come to God,by the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, as Mediator, to pray to him. Tr is not 
elieving, or repentance will bring us to God, if 
we had not an High-prieſt. See Heb.1o.19. He 
viag therefore, Brethren, boldneſs, to enter into the 
Holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new andliving way, 
which he hath conſecrated for us, through the Veil, 
that is to ſay, his fleſh. Boldnels, to enter into the 
Holy of Holies. If you go into the Preſence-cham- 
ber of a King, with your Peticion; if you know 
the King hath reſpect and favour for you ; and the 
Son at his right. hand to pacifte his Father, and 
you come in the way appointed, with a full aſſu-. 
rance to have your Petition granted: So (faith the 
Apoſtle) you may have full aſſurance to go to 
God, in the new and living way : And therefore 
fay, Lord, I draw nigh to thee; bur ic is by the 
new and living way, that Jeſus Chriſt hath conſe- 
crated, by his blood: I draw nigh for mercy, buc 
it is becauſe thy Son is the great High-prieſt, 
whom thou haſt (et over thine own houfe. Let uz 
therefore (faich the Apoltle) come in full aſſu- 

rance of Faith. z 
Haply ſome poor doubting Soul may ſay, How - 
can I draw nigh to Go to +holy God ; I = 
o Vs 
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have ſo much ſin and guilt upon me? were I holy 
and innocent, I ſhould go with more boldneſs. 
To that, I anſwer; If thou waſt holy-and inno- 
cent, thou ſhouldſt not need an High-prieſt : If 
thou hadſt no fin nor guilt upon thee,chou thould(t 
not need to go to God in the new and living way. 
Bur tho? we have fin and much guilt upon us, yer 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,he is our High-prieſt. It was 
fin that was the occaſion of making the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt rhe great High-prielt. Oh bleſs God for 
Jeſts Chriſt ! and: for bringing ſo great a good, 
and ſo great an evil ſo near together ! No greater 
evil than ſinning againſt a holy God !! Bur this oc- 
caſfioned God to conſecrate his Son by an Oath, 
to be a Prieſt for ever, after the order of /el- 
chiſedeck, | 
There are but- two ways by which a creature 
can draw nigh to God, a holy God 3; and that is, 
either in the way of his own worthinels,or good- 
neſs, or in the way of Chriſts worthineſs and 
g00dneſs: Bur for our own goodneſs, or worthi- 
neſs, that is loſt : Go to God in that way, our fins 
w1ll block up our way, that way is ſtopt : But go 
toGod in the way of his Sons worthineſs, and 
you will have acceptance with him. Come to 
Go, and fay, Lord, Inthe name and worthineſs 
of thine own Son, I draw nigh to thee : How - 
draw nigh to God ? why, the Scripture makes this 
difference. between drawing nigh to God, under 
the old Prieſthood, and under the Prieſthood of 
Jeſus Chriſt. In che time of the old Prieſthood, 
there were none of the people togo into the moſt 
holy place; the High-prieſt was only to go, :and 
- that but once a year, Lev. 16. 2. Aaron was com- + 
manded 
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manded not to go into the holy place at all times. 
Now compare this with #eb. 9. 7. there he 

ſpeaks that the High-prieſt was to go into the ho- 
ly place but once a year. Now (faith the Apoſtle): 
we have boldneſs to enter into the holy placg, 
Let us come into the holy place--Our Lord Jeſus 

Cbriit,having made us Kings and Prieſts, we may 

come nigh to God--+Chriſt hath brought ;us,{o 
nigh to God, as we may come to him, as a CE Jd 
cometh to its Father. The Lord hath proyiu.d 
better things for us, that we might be miade, per-, 
fect : Therefore let us mind theſe things. , - 

You (ſee here the ſum of theſe words : How 

God hath diſannulled and abrogated all the L-w- 

tical Service,8& Worklhip,and Rires,for their wegk- 
neſs and unprofitableneis : That he mighr bring in 
a better hope,by the which we draw nigh os) 
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Hebrews 7. 20, 21, 22, 


And inas much as not without an Oath he was mad? Prieſt. 

( For thoſe Prieſts were made- without an Oath ;, but this with an 
O:th, by himthat (aid unto him, The Lord ſware, and will 'not _ 
repent,Thou a't a Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedeck:) * 

By ſo much wiz Feſus Chriſt made 4 Surety of a better Teſtament. 


E: h laſt day I concluded with »v. 19. of this 
| chapter, where the Apoſtle tells us, that by 
Jeſas Chriſt, there was brought in a better oye | 

by which we draw nigh to God. And thar was his. 


argument in that place,to prove the excellency of 
G 3 «ne 
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= Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt above that of the 
old. | 
Now ia theſe words which I have read,you have 
other argument- aad demonſtration about the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt 3; to ſhew thar it doth far 
tranſcend that of the Levitical Prieſthood. Why ? 
for the Levitical Prieſthood was made without 
an, Oath, this with an Oath: So the Argument 
ini be thus framed : - 
2Zbat Prieſthood which us ſolemnly confirmed and 
eſt avliſhed by an Oath, is more excellent, and precious, 
and profitable tothe Church,than that which was made 
withoxt an Oath: But the Prieſthood of Feſus Chriſt 
mai eonfirmed with an Oath, and therefore more excel-' 
lext than that which was without an Oath. 
. *So that the Argument is taken from the more 

ſolemn Inſtitution of Chriſts Prieſthood. [The 
Lord did ſwear,and would not repent,that his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be a Prieſt for ever, after the 
order of Aelchiſedeck. ] This 1s the point, the 
Apoitle now inſiſts upon the folemn Inſtitution 
of Js{us Chriſt, in this office [of Priethood] by 
which he is made a Priett for ever, after the or- 
Ger of Melchiſedeck. | 

Now here are two Queſtions to be opened. 

The firſt 15 about Gods Oath [The Lord ſware, 
and will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever, after 
the order of Melchiſedeck.] Theſe words are ta- 
ken our of 7/al. 110.4. Now for an Oath,we muſt 
confider there are two ſorts of Oaths ; vain and 
prophane Oaths, and ſacred Oaths. As for vain and 
prophane Oaths, which men ufe in their common 
ralk, are eſpectally forbidden in the third Com- 
mandment : Tho ſhalt not take .the name of the Lord 
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thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guilc- 
leſs that takes his name in vain, To {wear lightly 
and vainly,by the name of God, or by their F aith 
and Troth, thele are great provocations to the 
Lord. As you may lee in Fer.23.10. Forthe Land 
1s full of Adulterers, for becauſe of ſwearing ih Land 
mourneth : the pleaſant places of the wilderneſs are 
aried up. Prophane ſwearing, and falſe (wearing 
( which is a common thing among your bad 
people) cauſeth the Land co mourn. 

Buc then, as there is a propharr, and vain, and 
common ſwearing, (which brings a Curſe along 
with it) ſo there is a'facred {wearing ; and that is, 
when men are lawfully called thereto, to confirm 
a teſtimony. An Oath for confirmation, is the end of 
all ſtrife, (faith the Apoſtle.) Now this holy and 
{acred (wearing, is here attributed to God the 
Father concerning the Prieſthood of his Son Je- 
ſus Chrit- And you may obſerve in Scripture, 
that God is faid to {wear rwo ways. 

1. Sometimes he ſwears in his wrath, to con- 
frm bis threatnings ; and often in his mercy, to 
confirm his promile. 

I. Sometimes God is ſaid to ſwear inhis wrath, to 
confirm his threatnings, AS you may ſee, Heb. 3.11. 
In v.10. (faith he) 1 was grieved withthat generation, 
they do always err in their hearts : So 1 ſware in my 
wrath, they ſhall not enter into my reſt. | Mind it. ] 
\ The people were now in the wilderneſs, and they 
were going into the Land of Canaan, the Land of 
Reſt, the Land of Promiſe; but they grew ſo bad, 
and {o provoking to God, whilſt they lived upon 
his mercy, in the wilderneſs, that at laſt God 


ſware, they ſhould not enter into his Reſt, che 
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Land of Canaan. God confirmed by an Oath : 
why by an Oath ? to drive them to the more ter- 
rour, to take them off from their preſumption. 
God threatned they ſhould not enter” into his 
Reſt; and he confirms it by an Oath ; thar ghey 
may have no hopes of entring into his Reſt. = 
2. Often in Scripture, God 3s ſaid to ſwear in 
mercy, for the confirming of his promiſe,that his people 
might have ſtronger conſolation, Not, but that 
Gods promiſe of it ſelf is ſure: But he conde- 
ſcends to our weakneſs, that we might have 
ſtronger conſolation. See Heb. 6. 17, 18. Whereiz 
God more abundantly, to ſhew unto the Heirs of Pro- 
miſe, the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by 
an Oath; That by two immutable things, in which it 
was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have ſtrong 
conſolation, You ſee here, the Apoſtle declares 
the end of Gods adding an Oath to his Promiſe : 
"That Believers might have more comfort, that 
their hearts might be ſtrengthned ; and their pa-- 
tience might be firengthned, till the promiſe was 
accomplithed. He ſware by himſelf; becauſe he 
could {wear by no greater, he {ware by himſelf. 
Mind that: When men-{wear to confirm a thing, 
they {wear by the Great God, who knows their 
ways and thoughts : And 1o they are ſaid to 
{wear by a greater. But, becauſe God could nor 
ſwear by a greater (faith the Apoſtle) he ſware 
by himſelf. For this was one of the titles of God, 
[the Great God. ] When the poor Heathens; that 
had not the Scriptures, they by the light of Na- 
tare ſw2re by God, who made Heaven and Earth. 
{1lnder the title of [ Optimus rp 3 chat Was 
ihe term they gave the great God, the beſt of the 
* PR Seal 
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great Gods. Now becauſe God could got ſwear by 
2 greater, he {ware by himſelf, that he would bleſs 
Abraham, and all the faithful. And here in the Text, 
when he is ſetting up*his Son(the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) 
as our great High-prieſt (that we might have grea- 
ter conſolation) it's ſaid, The Lord ſware, and will 
not repent. We know God cannot repent ; both 
words are true ; for the Lord is not as man, that he 
ſhould repent. 

Why doth David, and the Apoſtle after him, 
take up theſe words? [The Lord hath ſworn, and will 
not repent. | | 

I anſwer, there is aſpecial Emphaſis in it. 

Firſt of all ; God ſpeaks thug of himſelf, after the 
manner of men, that we might be put our of all doubt 
. of his truth and faithfulneſs. For, though he is moſt 
unchangeable in his words,in his promiſes,and in his 
purpoſes, as the Apoſtle James hath it, Fames 1. 17. 
Every good gfft, and every perfett gift, comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variableneſs 
nor ſhadow of turning. God is immutable. Bur he. 
{peaks thus after the manner of men, that we might 
be put out of all doubt, that he will not repent. 

Secondly ; There is {till a higher intendment of 
the Holy Ghoſt,in theſe words [ The Lord hath ſworn, 
and he will not repent, ] i, e. He will never abrogate, or 
aiſanuul the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, as he aid that of 
Aaron. For (lo you read in the words before which 
were ({poken to the laſt day.) God did abrogare, and 
did make void the Covenant concerning the Leviti- 
cal Prieſthood. But now he will never revoke this, 
or diſannul this. | He hath ſworn, and will never 
repent. ] Though God be unchangeable, yet we find 
19 Scripture, that he fometimes revokes his threat- 

: | nings, 
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Nings, and calls them back again. As for ex- 
ample, God threatned (by Jonah) that Nineveh 
ſhould be deſtroyed in forty days: But God re- 
voked it, becauſe there was & tacit condition in the 
threatning ; therefore he revoked it. So when God 
ſent Hezekiab the Meſſage concerning his death ; he 
ſent his Prophet to him, to bid him ſet his houſe in 
order: For (faith he, in the name of the Lord) thou 
ſhalt die, and not live: Yet upon Hezekiahs hum- 
bling himſelf by prayer, che Lord called back that 
word again, and added to Hezekiahs life fifteen 
years. In this ſenſe the Prophet Foel-is to be under- 
ſtood. You find in chap. 2. in the laſt part of it, that 
the Lord threatens dreadful Judgments to the . 
people. Now in verſe 12,13. (faith the Prophet) 
Wherefore alſo,now,thus ſaith the Lord, Turn ye even to 
me with all your hearts, & with fafting,and with weeping, 
and with mourning, & rent your hearts, and not your gar- 
ments.and turn untothe Lord your God: for he is gracious 
and merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs,and re- 
penteth him of the evil---Who knows if he will repent and 
return, and leave ableſſing behind. As if he ſhould fay, 
The threatning is gone forth for your deſtruction, 
but if ye will return unto God, who knows but that 
he will repent, and leave a blefſing behind : That 
is, he may call in his Threatnings, and alter his Dil- 
penſation. So that when God 1s ſaid to revoke a 
Threatning, or diſannul a Law, he is then ſaid [ at- 
' ter the manner of men] to repent. 

.* But concerning the Prieſthood of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that is ſo ſettled, not only by Promiſe bur 
by Oath, to take us off from all doubting, and hef1- 
cation about this matter [the Lord hath Sworn and 
will not Repent] conceraing his Son Jeſus May ; 

ut 


Chriſt ſet forth. Ion 
but he has ſolemnly Juſtifited him to be a Prieſt for 
ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck,, which Law 
cannot be Abrogated. | 

Now here the Queftion is, Upon what account is it, 
that the Prieſthood of Feſus Chriſt, (by which we draw 
nigh to God) hath ſuch a ſolemn Fuſtification above the 
Levitical Preſthood ? Why Teſus Chriſt s made a Prieſt 
with an Oath, when other Prieſts are made without an 

Oath? h | 
' There are many Grounds and Reaſons of that, 
which may be a great help to our Faith. 

Firſt of all, God hath a greater honour for his Son, 
than for all the Children of Men. He is nearer to 
the Father, and dearer to the Father, and therefore 
whatever he beſtows upon his Son, ſhall never be ta- 
ken away from him. God ſet up the poſtericy of the 
Tribe of Levi for the Prieſthood 3 buthe only fer 
them up as Servants for a time, -for ( ſaith our 
Lord) a Servant abideth nor in the Houſe for 
ever. .but a Son abiderth for ever. Levi and his 
poſterity, they were but Servants, and God turns 
them out, bur he ſetteth up his Son for ever : 
The Father Loveth the Son, and giveth all things 
to him; he honoureth his Son, he will have all his 
holy Angels'to bow down to his Son, in Heb.1. 3,5- 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriſts purging us from t1n, 
faith he in the 5 ver. To which of the Angels ſaid he, at 
any time, Thou art my Son,this day have I begotten thee ? 
and again, Ler all the Angels Worſhip him. The Angels 
of God are much better than Men, ia reſpe& of the 
excellency of their being. One Angel hach more 
ſtrength than thouſands of Men ; bur they muſt all 
Worſhip the Son,and he thar is ſet down at the righe 
hand of God the Father, the Father hath given his 
Oath he ſhallnever be removed,but abid; for ever. 


Second- 
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Secondly, The Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt hath this 


ſolemn Inſtiturion,to be confirmed by a DivineOathz 
Becauſe he is alſufficient- to go through that great work, 
God raiſed up the Prieſthood of Old to do Service, 
but not ſuch Service as our great High Prieit. He 
never {aid unto the People, believe in the High 
Prieſt ; but he ſaid, believe in my Son Jeſus ; believe 
in him, becauſe he isable to fave. The other High 
Prieſts were not able to Save; the High Prieſts'of 
old could never give their lives for a Sacrifice for the 
Peoples lives; they were only to offer up Bulls, and 
Goats, and Heifers, and ſuch kind of Offerings ; bur 
our great High Prieſt, he is appointed of the Father 
to give himſelf a Sacrifice for his people, and there- 
fore has a higher Prieſthood than the Levitical Prieft- 


hood,Fohrn 10.17,18. Therefore doth my Father love me, © 


becauſe Ilay down my life, that I might take it again 5, no 
man taketh it from mebut Ilay it down of my ſelf 3 I have 
power tolay it dowa, and I have power to take it again : 
This Commandment have I received of my Father, God 
never put ſo hard a ſervice upon thoſe High Prieſts of 
old, but he pur this upon his own Son, and his Son 
was willing to bear his Command : I am willing to re- 
ceive this Command from my Father.Godhathſworn, 
and he will nor repent, that his Son ſhonld be a Prieſt 
for ever after the order of Melchiſedeck; becauſe that 
none were ever able to carry 01 that work but he. 
Thirdly, Jeſus Chriſt is thus ſolemaly juſtified, and 
made a Prieſt by Oath, in the Church of God, becauſe 
the Church is his own Body and hu own People. The 


Prieſthood of old, God ſer them- up for his Services. 


and he will reward them for it ; for they had the 
Tenths of the People (which was then great) but 
till the Church was not their People, nor their Body, 
bur Jeſus hriſt, he is as a Son over his own Houle, 


Heb. 1 
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Heb. 3.6. Chriſt ;s as a Son over his own Houſe. Tt is 
a great bleſſing to have ſuch a High Prieſt, as hath 
an intereſt in the whole People, to whom he is a Sa- 
viour 3 for he is the head of that People, and a Sa- 
viour of the Body. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his 
Prieſthood were diſannulled, the Church would be 
loſt, they could not be brought to Salvation [Thize 
they were, and thou gaveſt them me.] The Church is 
given to Chriſt, to be his Myſtical Body, and he is 
their Prieſt for ever, to ſanctifie and cleanſe it, that 
he may preſent it to himſelf a Glorious Church, 
without {pot or wrinkle : But then, 

Fourthly, Jefus Chriſt is made a Prieſt by Oath 
tor ever, becauſe unto him ſhall be the gathering in of all 
Gods Ele, of all nations in the World, and they are all 
to come to his Prieſthood; it is of a large extent. When 
the Levitical Prieſthood was confined to the Jews 
only, they could not offer a Sacrifice-for the Hea- 
thens, or another People; but Jeſus Chriſt he is an 


Ottering for all People in all Nations, of thoſe that - 


Believe in his Name: And this is according to .74- 
cobs Prophefie (in Gern.49.10.) That when Shilo ſhall 
come, unto him ſhall be the gathering of the Peaple 5 COM- 
pare this with 1/a. 49. and there you will ſee the 


thing further illuſtrated, in the 6 ver. And he ſid, 


It is a light thing, that thou ſhouldſs be my Servant, to 
raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob,and to reſtore the preſerved of 
Iſrael ; 1 wit alſo give thee for a light tothe Gentiles,that 


thou mayſt be my Salvation unto the ends of the Earth. 


' Obſerve ir, the Farther ſaid unto the Son, It 1s but a 
light thing for thee,to bea Prieſt only for Facob and 


I //racl; 1 will give thee for a light to the Gentiles. It , 


was but a light thing for Chriſt to be a Saviour to 
Iſrael, in the Land of Judea. But Jeſus Chriſt hl 
Ee 
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be a Saviour to all the Earth ; [T will give thee fot 


a light to the Geatiles.] | 
Fifthly, He is made a Prieſt for ever,and confirmed 


therein by an Oath, Becauſe of his tranſcendent Wiſdom, 


Aercifulneſs, Farthfulneſs, and Holineſs, above all the 
Prieſts of old, He is a High Prieſt to appear for Man 
in things appertaining to God, and had need of Wiſ 
dom; 4:4 ſaith the Apoſtle) in him are bid all the 
treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. And for mercy, 
it was a neceſſary qualification in the High Prieſts 
of old, that he might be a Man of compaſſion and 
pity, to ſuccour the poor, and tempted, and afflicted 
in the Church. And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is 
tranſcendently Merciful. He will not break the 
bruiſed Reed, 'nor quench the ſmoking. Flax ;- he 
will have compaſſion on all : He is called a merci- 
fal and fairhful High Prieſt, in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation; [He is merciful and 
faithful :J] Pray obſerve, that the High Prieſts uader 
the Law, tho they were good men, and godly men, 
yet they fell ſhort much in point of faithfulneſs to 
God and his Peopie; as for Example, 4aron was 
2 good Man, yet he was not faithful in his Office, for 
you know he turned a{ide with the People, and made 
2 Golden Calf ; here Aaron thewed his wickedneſs 
and unfaithfulneſs : So 01d Eh, he was a Godly man, 
yet he failed of his faithfulneſs; he ſuffered his Chil- 
dren to make themſelves vile, and reſtrained them 
not, and ſo brought Judgment upon his Houle ; and 


therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, the Law made Priefis þ 


of men, that had infirmities. Aaron was a man that 
+ had infirmities, and his Sons had infirmities, that 
they were deſtroyed by Fire before the Lord. Eli 
bad his infirmity 3 but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by is 

| without 
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Chrift ſet forth. I05 
without infirmity, he is holy and harmleſs, and 
therefore he had his Prieſthood put upon him. The 
Lord hath ſworn, and will never repent, Thou art 
a Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedech. ] 

But to proceed to the next verſe. Ew 
Chriſt being thus ſolemaly Inſtituted in his office, 
never to be changed (faith che Apoſtle in the next 
words) By ſo much was Teſus made a Surety of a better 
Covenaxt: By ſo much that he waS made a Prieſt by 
the Oath of God, by ſo mach he was made a 
Prieſt of a better Covenant, of a betrer Teſtament. 
Now for that we muſt conſider, what the Office of 
a Surety is ; and then, why Chriſt is ſaid to be Sure- 
ty of a better Covenant; as he is the Prieſt of God, 

and confirmed by his Oath.” 

Firſt, For the Surety, you know he 1s a perſon 
that engageth himſelf for another, Prov. 6. 1. My 
Son, if thou be Surety for a-Friend, if thou haſt ſtricken 
hands with a ſtranger, &c. How is that ? It may be 
a ſtranger, he comes and challenges a debt of your 
| Friend, and your Friend he carries it very friendly 
with you, to have you engage with the ſtranger for 
his debt, and ſtrike hands with him, and to become 
Surety for your Friend. In this ſenſe Chriſt is called 
our Surety ; becauſe.ir is the Office of the Prieſt 
to ſtand between God and Man, and to offer 
up ſatisfaction, by way of Sacrifice, either typical, 
or real. Thus our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in this reipect, 
is called our Surety: Why? becauſe he undertakes 
for us to God, and for God tous again: Heunder- 
takes to ſatisfie the will of God : And what is the 
will of God > Why, the will of God is to fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs; that is the will of God. Jeſns Chriſt, 
as our Surety, hath fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, Rom. 
5+ 19. 
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5.19. For as by one mans diſobedience many were made 
ſemners, ſo by the obeatence of one ſhall many be made 
righteous. SO 2 Cor. 5.21. Forhe bath made himfelf to 
be ſin for us, that knew no ſin, that we might be made. 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him. And thus, as our Sure- 
ty, he. hath fulfilled all Righteouſnefsfor us. And 
then as the Surety of the Covenant ; ſo he doth 
confirm all the Promiſes of God, in the Covenant 
to us: He engages for the Promiſes. Hence you 
have that, in 2 Cor. I. 20, For all the Promiſes of God 
in him are yea, and in him Amen. So that we look to 
our Surety, to fulfil all things for us > And we look 
to our Surety, that we have the Covenant and Pro-  « 
miſes made good to us. | For all the Promiſes are * 
in him Yea, and in him Amen. ] But, faita the M « 
_ Apoſtle, he is madea Surety of a better Covenant, 
or a better Teſtament. For the word is rendred | 1 
both ways: Sometimes a Covenant, ſometimes a | ' 
Teſtament. Burt how is Chriſt Surety of a better Þ | 
Covenant ? I anſwer, not better in reſpe&t ofthe £ | 
] 
| 
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matter of it, or the ſubſtance of it. For God in that 
Covenant, did make himſelf over to his people, to 
be their God. And all Believers were ſaved. by 
Faith, as weare. It was not better in reſpect of the 
matter of it : But better in a threefold reſpect. 
4 \ T, Better in reſpect of a clearer and fuller mani- 
Þ feſtation to God, in the Covenant. The'Covenant I 
before us, was under a Veil ; therefore (faith the MW + 
Apoſtle) Eph. 3.4, 5- Whereby when ye.read, ye 
may underſtand the knowledge of the Myſtery of 
Chriſt, which in other Ages was not made known 
unto the Sons of men, as 1t 1s now revealed. 
2. Better in reſpect of the confirmation of it, Zeb, 
9.15, 16. Fo this cauſe (ipeaking of Chrilt } he / 
FE: tH6 


Chriſt ſet ſorth. 
the Mediator of the New Teſtament, that by means of 
death, for the Redemption of the tranſareſſions that were 
under the firſt Teſtament, they whith are called, might 
receive the promiſe of Eternal Inheritance. So that now 
the Coyenant is confirmed by the death of Chriſt; 
which 1s a better confirmation than that of the old 
Law, with the Sacrifices of Beaſts. 

3. A better Covenant, in reſpe& of the fulneſs 
of the Spirit that goes along with the Gofpel; and ſo 
1s made a Surety of a better Covenant than the Le- 
vitical Prieſthood. _ 


To come to ſome Application : If his be fo, that - 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is made Surety of a better 
Teſtament ; then ftand here and fee the great and 
endleſs love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

I. The greatneſs of his Love. For, you know,that 
it is a good evidence of a mans love and kindneſs, 
when he will be a Surery for one that he thinks can 
pay the debr. Bur if a man will be Surety for one 
that is in debt, and knoxs that he nwſt pay the debt, 

tf hebe Surety; this is Hl greater love. Bur yec 
farther; if a man will be Surety for a man, thart is 
condemned to die, and engaze his lite for him ; this 
is love beyond all love. This is the caſe of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 to tzke Mans Nature, ſuffer himſelf ro 
* be under the Curſe, ahd ſuffer himſelt to be put to 
death. Oh the great Mercy, and unſpeakable Love 
and Grace of Chriſt |. Greater love bath n9 man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friend, | 

Bur then ſecondly ; Rere you may ſee his end- 
leſs love, becanfe he uadertakes ro be our Surety 
for ever. You have many a man, in a fit of love or 
kindnefs, will be drawn in to be a Surety ; but wall 
repent of i, and will get out Gf it, as foon as he can 5 
and will never come into rf again. But our Lord 
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©2108 Chriſt ſet forth. 
Teſas Chriſt, he engages to be an Everlaſting Sure- 
ty for us ; what then remains, but that every one 
that underſtands theſe things, ſhould look to: Jefus 
Chriſt ? Here is a ſpecial prop for our Faith: As-you 
have itin the verſe before. Chriſt brings in a better 
hope than was before---He is a Surety of a_ better 
Covenant: Therefore when fears arife in you,about 
your fin, remember, that you have a. High-prieſt, 
who hath undertaken to fulfil all Righteouſneſs for 
us, and undertakes as a Sorety for us. | 


SERMON Vrli. 
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Hebrews 7. 23, 24. - 


And they truly were many Prieſts, becauſe they were 
not ſuffered to continue, by rezſon of death. 

But this man, becauſe he continueth ever, hath an-un 
changeable Trieſthood. | | 


Eing in our courſe of going through this Chap- 
ter; the lat day, in the Morning Exerciſe.we 
concluded with v.22. where Jeſus is faid to be made 
a Surety of a better Covenant. 

The ſcope of the Apoſtle in all this Chapter, is to 

- Magnifte the Prieſthood of Chriſt, above the Leviti- 
cal Prieſthood. His Argument that we infitted upon 
the lat day, was taken from his folemn Inſtitution, 
in his Otice. [He was inde a Prieſt with an Oath, 
and by vertue of that he became a Surety of a ber- 
cer Teſtamenr. Thefe things have b-en opened. 

Now theſe two verſes which I have read,.for our 

* Conſideration and inttruction, this morning, contain 

| another 


- that the;Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, doth far excel 
_ 2:all the Prieſthoods under the Law. And the Argu- 
::mment is: drawn fromthe mortality of the Levitical 
Prieſts, and the immortality of Jelus Chriſt the Son 
of God: ' That Prieſthood that was mortal, was ne- 
ver {o.excellent, as that which was immortal. The 
'Priefts: of Levi were- mortal, but the Prieſthood of 
Jefas'Chrift!:s' immortal, and unchangeable ; and 
therefore a more-excellent Prieſthood. - 
_ We begin with v: 23. For they truly were many 
Prieſts, becauſe they were not ſufſercd to-continue by 
reaſon of death. [ They truly were many Prieſts. } 
Theſe words are two ways to be expounded. Firſt, 
They were many together : And then they were 
many ſucceſſively; 4 ES EIS 
I. They were many together : For though there 


was but one High Prieſt to the Jewiith Church, yet 


there were ' many Prieſts to offer Sacrifices, under 
him': For he was not able ; one. man was not. able 


to offer Sacrifices for all ; therefore there were 4+ 


many Prieſts. But Jeſus our High Prieſt, had theaf- 


ſiſtance of no creature, he is alone. There is but gre 


God, and one Meazator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus; 1 Tim: 


2.5. There 1s —_ God, and one Mediator be-- + 
d* 


tween God and Man, the Man Chriſt  Jeſns [ no 
other. ] And this is brought .in ordinarily, to con- 
fure thar Errour of the Papilts, who offer up Expiz- 
tory Sacrifices: They have their Prieſtly Office, to 
offer up*Expiatory Sacritces, for the livingand the 
dead. And (as our Proteſtant Divines fay) If they 
had no. other Errour, it would juſtitie our fepara- 
tion from them, becauſe they deropate from the 
Othce of Jeſus Chriſt, and fer up a Prieftly Office in 
Goſpel-days, to offer an Expiatory Sacriiice. But we 
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have but one High Prieſt, and one Savionr.which is 
ſufficient for the Salvation-of our Souls. Bur then, 

This werd, [many Prieſts ] i alſo to be expound. 
many ſucceſſively : That is, there were many Prieſts 
(faith the Apoſtle) becauſe they were not ſuffered 
ro-continue by reaſon of death. There were many 
Prieſts under the Law, but they could not continue 
by reaſon of death ;. therefore their Office - paſſed 
from one to another : One takes up the Prieſtly Of- 
fice, and then dies, and then another ſucceeds him. 
But Jeſus Chriſt, . he hath an: Office that doth not 
paſs from one to another : There is none carl 
ſucceed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Prieftly Office : 
There is none can finith that work which he begun. 

Bat the rwo- general points that lie before us in 
this Text, to be conſidered of this morning, are, 

I. The Mortality of - the Levitical Prieſthood, 
which concerns us all. And then, 

2. The Immortality of our High-prieft, the Son 
of God : He is our Prieſt for ever. | 

I. The Mortality of the Prieſts of old ; (faith the 
Apoſtle in the Text ) They were not ſuffered to con- 
zinue by reaſon of death. {That word death] concerns 
all Mankind. How many of the Children of Adam, 
Sons and Daughters of Adam,fince the beginning of 
the World? They are all dead. But this preſent 
Generation, and a little time will bury all of us. 
That Doom which Cod' denounced againſt Adam, 
in Ger. 3. Iu the day th it thou eateſt thereof, thou, ſhale 
| die the death; that reaches ail that come out of the 

Loins of Adzm. We bring fin into the World with 

us, and {in brings death; as you have it in Rom. 5. 
That deain came inby fin, By one man ſin entred into 
the World, «nd death by ſins and ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, Enery one that ts born into the World,is born 


in 
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in ſin: Every one that is born into the World, b 
ordinary generation; and ſo cannot continue long in 
che World, by reaſon of death. Indeed there are, 
and ever have been, many of the Children of Men, 
that have had great priviledges and dignities, above 
others: Bat none ever were exempted from death, 
except ſome tew, as Enoch and Elijah. Some have 
been Kings and great men of the Earth ; ſome have 
been made honourable Prophets, ſome Apoſtles,ſome 
Miniſters have in their days been burning and ſhi- 
ning Lights: Burall are dead ; they were not ſufter- 
ed to continue, any of them, by reaſon of death. All 
are gone : The Prophets, do they livefor ever? and 
your Fathers, where are they ? Kings,Loras and Po- 
rentates of che Earch, and mighty men, death hath 
Lorded it over them all ;- they were not ſuffered to 
continue by reaſon of death : Therefore it ſhould teach 
#5 while we live, to ſpend our days well, to do 'mhat good 
we can, t0 honour God what we can; and to ſay to our 
own Souls, Let me not loſe my time, for I cannot 
continue long by reaſon of death. Solomon tells us, 
in Ex. 9.10. (which every one ſhould well obſerve) 
Whatever thine hand: findeth to do, do it with all thy 
might, becauſe there is a9 work jn the grave whither thou 
art going But while inen are on Earth, God hath ap- 
pointed every one to do ſomething, .for his honour 
and glory. For [ miud it] the Levirical Prieſts, tho' 
they were nat ſuffered to continne, becauſe of deaths 
becauſe ch@y were mortal ; yet this did not exempr 
them from the fervice of God; tho' they were cho- 
ſen from among men, and ſo fubje& ro death, yet 
they were ro atrend the {ervice of God while they 
lived. There is a ſort of people (and TI mention it 
for their ſakes: } There are a ſort of people, I ſay, 
thar becaule life isthort, therefore they will give 
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up themſelves to eaſe, ſloth and pleaſure, and buks | | 


as nach as they can of a ſhort life,, Thelſe:yere the 


people in fa. 22. 13,14. And behold, joyarn# gladriefs, S; 


flaying Oxen, and killing Sheep, eating Fleſh, and drink-. 


ing Wine ; Let us eat and drink, for ta, morrow. we-ſhall 
die. And this thing was revealed in mine ears by the 


Lord of Hoſts; ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be purged” 


from you, till ye die---Let us eat and drink, for ro morrow” 
we ſh«l! die---Thus ſays many a poor creature, that 


hath no conſcience of duty toGad or Man : He will 
take all the pleaſure he can in this ſhort life. Bat'z: 


life of eaſe, floth and pleaſure, js a bad preparation” 


for death. *Tis true, God doth allow Reſt ro. the 
Aged, where the body js abated in ſtrength, where 


the mind is grown dull and heavy throogh infirmity 


of Age, God allows that : Bur where people are in 
their full ſtrength, full of life and vigour ; *for theſe: 
co give themſelves yp to ſloth and idlenels, and not 
doing the work of their day ;. this is an iniquity that 
ſhall not go unpuniſhed, faith the Lord of Hoſts. 
And this is further to be obſerved, for encourage- 
ment; That as God appoints every one their work 
for their day; fo if they be faithful, he will ſpirit 
them for the work of the day ; If they give not 
themſeives up to a life of eaſe, floth and pleaſure, 
| he wil} fpirig them to what he calls them to, in that 
day. As youread of Saul, when God called him to 
be King; it is ſaid, God gave him another heart, a 
publick heart, So you alſo read in PNunbers, thar 
" when God appointed ſeventy Elders, to bear part of 
the Government with Xofes; it is faid, Numb, 11, 
v.25. The Lurd came down inaClond, and gave of the 
ſpirit of Moſes unto the ſeverty Elders, and it reſted up- 
on them, and they propheſicd.' God'called them to ſer- 
vice.& he gave them of 2oſes his f pirit : So when he 


laid ' 
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laid aſide the Miniſtration of. 2foſes, and ſent forth 
Apoſtles for the Miniſtration of his - Spirit. Read 
wizat.the Apoſtle faith in 2 Cor. 3.5. We are not fuf- 
fiergnt of Our ſelves--- All our ſufficiency is of God. Who 
hath made us able Miniſters of the New Teſtament. $0 
that God was never wanting in affording his holy 
Spirit to morta] men, for that which he called them 
to; which is great encouragement, to be doing the 

work of God in our day. 
- Hoſes and Aaron were ty 0 great bleſſings to the 
propic in their day, tho' they could not continue 
ong, by.reaſon of deach: And if we would have 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters to be bleſfings, we are to 
pray for them, that God would ſpirit thenr for the 
work he bach called chem to: | | 
But chen there is another thing to be obſerved in 
che Prieſthoogs Mortality 3 and that is their ſucceſ- 
ſion, [ They cold not continue by reaſon of death ; | yet 
they had their ſuccefſhon one after another : And 
we ought to pray thatpgbere may never want a ſucceſ- 
ſion of men to carry on the work of God : And this 
ought to be our care alſo, as' far as in us les, that 
there may be a Generation brought up for the fer- 
vice of God, when another goes away. When Abra- 
haz died,his Son Iſaac {ucceeded him : When Aaron 
died, Eleazar ſucceeded his Father, and took up the 
work of God, that his\Father had lai! down. So it 
would be the happineſs pf Families, and a happineſs 
to Chilaren, that Childien would take upthe work 
that their Fathers have laid down, by reaſon of 
death. Welive in an Age, wherein there isa great 
decay of godiy Miniſters : The old Generation 
wearing off, and many gone to rhe duit, and but 
few come in, that havaithe fame Spirit, the ſame 
Grace, and ſhine with the ſame Light, as their Fa- 
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thers did, who are dead and gone. We ought all 


of us to-pray (as our Saviour faith) that as the Har- 
veſt is great, the Lord would ſend forth Labonrers 
into his Harveſt. A good ſucceſſion ſpeaks a great 
favour of God, to Families, Churches and Nations. 
See how careful oſes was in that: When God 
had told him that he muſt die, in- Numb. 27.16. 
Let the Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, ſet a man 
over the Congregation. Theſe were the words of 41 0» 
ſes, when God told him that he muſt die, and be 
gathered to his Fathers. And truly, ſo ſhould all 
godly Parents, and gedly Miniſters ſay, Let- the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, bring in ſome to my 
Family, that may go out and in before my Family: 
And let the God of the ſpirits of all fleſhy bring in 
ſome to his Church, to guide them, and to teach 
thern. But now God, he anſwered Mojes's prayer ; 
as you may ſee in the following words. And the 
Lord faid unto Moſes, Taks thee Joſhua, the Son of 
Nun, 2 z#a7: 01 whom is the. Spirit. Lay thine hand up- 
on him. And thus much for the Mortality of the 
Levitical Prieſthood. | 

Come we now to the ſecond Point, and genera] 
Obſervation : And that is, The 1mmortality of our 
great. High prieſt, our Lord Feſss Chriſr. Here our 
chief comfort ' }ies; that though al: Mankind die, 
and are not ſuifered to contiriue by reaſon of death: 
Put this man, becauſe he ever liveth, hath an unchange- 
able Prieſchood. © FE: | 

- Now what is ſpoken of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
his abiCing for ever; it muſt be underſtood and ap- 
plied to him, as Man, as he is Man, God-Man, and 
Mediator between God and Man as he is taken 
from among men, to ſtand for Man in things. per- 
taining to God, And ſo lje is the ſame yeſterday, 
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THe died and gave up the Ghoſt. 


Chriſt ſet forth. I T” 


to day, and for ever: He continues for ever. 


And faith our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; The Son abideth irs 


. the houſe for ever, John $. 37. The Servant abiderh 


not in the houſe, but the Son abideth for ever. The 
houſe of God hath the 'Sen of God always there, 
as their High-prieſt, he ts fet over them. The very 


. Adverfaries of Chriſt acknowledge this, Foh.1 2.35. 


The people anſwered him ; We have heard ont of the 


Law, that Chriſt abideth for ever. It was a ſtumbling 
- to them: And therefore here lies the Objection. 


How. is it faid, that Chrift abideth for ever, and 
liveth for ever, when it is certain that he died ? 
We read in Marth. 2.50. that he gave up the Ghoſt. 

l How is it then 
{aid, . that he abideth for ever, and -liveth for ever, 
as our High-prieſt ? DE 

I anſwer ; To that we muſt confider four things, 
to clear that Obiection. _ 

Firſt of all, Tho' Chriſt did die for a time, zet 
his death was uot ſuch a- forced death, as man's is, but 
a voluntary dearh : He laid it down, and took it up. 
again of himſelf. So you have it in Fobn 10 17, 18. 
T herefore doth the Father love me, becauſe 1 lay down my 
life, that I may take it again. No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down of my ſelf. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power 10 take it again. Here you lee, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not die; as we die, by a 
forced death ; he Jaid it down, and he took it up 
again, when he pleaſed. | 
2. Tho our Lord Feſus Chriſt, as to his Humanity, 
was in the-ſtate of death; yet it was impoſſible that he 
oa be holden of death, or the grave, At&ts 2. 24- 
Why not poſſible 2 You ſee that menare hojden of 
death, thouſands of years, and they are riot riſen to 
this day. Whynot poſlible that he 1rould be _— 
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of death ? Why ? becauſe the Diyine Nature was 


Hypoſtatically Unized to the Humane Nature, God. 
and Man; and therefore. it was impoſſible for him. 


"if Gr fork. 


to be holden of death. -- 


F " 


Thirdly,Chrift's death was but to do.the great part of | 
bis Prieſtly Office ; and ſo there was no mtermiſſion of 


his Prieftly Office The Apoſtle. tells us, .that he be- 


inga Prieſt, he muſt offer ſomething as. other Prieſis,. 
had done: Now he offered himſelf as the great 9a-. 
crifice for our fins, to the Juſtice of God; ſo. that in  .+ 


his death, his Prieſtly Office was ſo.far accompliſh- 
ed; and therefore he is ſaid to abide for ever, and 
to have an unchangeable Prieſthagod. _ 

Fourthly and Laſtly,Feſus Chriſt i Riſen again, and 
Dies no more, and therefore he is ſaid to live for ever, 
Rom. 6.8, 9. Now if we be dead with Chriſt, we 
believe that we ſhall alſo live with him 3,knowing 
that Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, Dieth no 
more, Death hath no more dominion over him ; 
hence you read in . Rev. 1.18. / am he that liveth, 
and was dead, and behold 1 am alive for evermore - 
This he ſpake when he appeared to Fobr walking in 
the midit of the Golden Candleſticks, in his Prie (t- 
Iy attire; I am he that liveth, and was dead, and 
hehold I am alive for evermore, Death hath no 
more dominion over Jeſus Chriſt z therefore he is 
Aid to continue for ever: And (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
he comiauing for ever, he hath an unchangeable 
Priefſt300d, 7. c. he hath a Prieſthood that can never 
* he ſeparated from his Perſon, . to paſs from one to 
another; ſo the word ſignifies ; and therefore our 
Tranſlators put it ſo in your Margeat. He hath a 
Prieſthood that paſſeih not from one perſon to ano- 
ther. Oar Lord Jeſus Chriff, his great High-Prieſt- 
hood pafſeth not from one to another 3 and- there 
2re theſe three Reaſcns for it - Firſr; 


Chrift fer” forth. 
"Firft,- Becaufe he is all-ſfficient ro finiſh the work of 
on? Redemption. He is AlmightY jor enefore in 
Pfal 89. which is a Propheſie of Chriſt under David, 
as his Type, in the 19. ver. Then'ithou ſpakeſt in Vi- 
f10n to the holy one, and faidſt, 7 hzve laid belp up- 
on one that us mighty, I have exalted one choſen out of 
the people : So Iſa. g. 6. For unto us a Child « born, 
unto us a Son 1s given; and lis Name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting 
* Fther, the Prince of Peace. There is none ever able 
to take up the wark of Chriſt, if he ſhould lay it 
down; but our Redeemer he is mighty and alfuf- 
o_ to finiſh the work of our Redemption. And 
then, 56s fr, = £8 
Secondly, As he is Mighty and All-ſufficient in 
his Perſon, as God-man, 1o alſo hi death hath a per- 
petual virtwe in it, and therefore it is ſaid, he offered up 
bimſelf once for all, Heb. 7. 27 the latter partof the 
Verſe; for This he aid once, Fre be lr up bim- 
elf; be took away ſin when he offered up himſelf. 
& Thirdly, Chriſt hath an Everlaſting Prieſthood, 
an unexchangeable Prieſthood; For be i admitted to ſit 
at the Lords right hand for ever, Heb. 10. 12. So that 
you may ſee he\ hath an unexchangeable Prieſthood. 
And thus much for the opening and explanation ' of 
this Verſe. For application theſe things are divers - 
ways uſeful. ©, wack 
Firſt, For the Comfort, the unſpeakable Comfort of 
them that truely believe in the Lord Feſns Chriſt, Here 
we have an unexchangeable Prieſthood 3 to reſt up- 
on'Chriſt for our hope : The Apoltle tells us, that 
he is our hope of Glory. And Oh, what a mercy 
and bleſligg it is, that our hope is not in Man, whoſe 
Breath is Tn his Noſtrils, but in the Eternal Son of 
God! fn him who continaes for ever. Look in'o 
Ear big ba | $ xo 
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the World, and there you will find abundance that 


hve in their Wor®ly hope; but where are their 


hopes built,but commonly uponMen whoſeBreath is 
n theirNoftrilsWhen theirFriends die,their hopes 
die : Burt here we have an Immortal Saviour to build 
our hopes upon, one that continues for ever : And 
this was Fobs comfort in the midfſt of his affliction, 
as you may ſee in Fob 19. 25. He knew his Redeemer 
lived; his Children were all dead and gone, bur his 
Redeemer lived, - and that was his comfort ; his 


eſtate was gone, bur” frill his Redeemer lived, and 


that was his comfort ; his Friends had left him, frill 
his Redeemer lived, and he knew himſelf muſt die, 
and Worms conſume hisBody, yet ſtill his Redeem- 
er lived. Oh Soul, reſt thou in theFaith of our Lord 


Jeſas Chriſt, and take comfort of Goſpel Truth ! 


[That Jeſus Chriſt liveth for ever.] 


- * As Jeſus Chriſt liveth for ever ; So he liveth for 


the pood of all Believers : He liveth for our good, if 


'we Believe in him; and therefore (aith the Apoſtle, 


he is able to. fave to the uttermoſt, all thoſe that 


come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liverth to 


make interceſſion for us. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth live everlaſtingly for 
our good; our life 1s bound up in the Everlaſting 
life of Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle in Co. 3. and the 


-beginning, Orr life is bid with Chriſt , that is,the life 
'of our Souls: And when he ſhall appear,.then ſhall 
'wealfo appear with him in Glory. Irememoer the 
words (in 1 Sam, 25.) when that wiſe Woman Ab;- 


feil came to David to appeale his wrath againſt her 


 -Husband and Family , ſhe ufed this expreſſion, tn 


wer. 29. ' But the Soxl of my Lord ſhall be band jn the 

handle of life with the Lord thy God: 1 alludeto it; . 

that-che Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the bundle of ite _ 
a 


Chriſt ſet forth. II9 


all the Saints ; the Eternal life of every Believer is 
bound up in him; he is the greagbundle of life : for 
(faith he) becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo-- And 
again, This is the Record which God hath given; 
that he hath given Ecernal life ; and this life is in his 
Son. Oh make Faith of this !or elſe all the Preach- 
ing of Chriſt will not be profitable to you, if you 
cannot make Faith of it. | 

And as this doth ſpeak comfort;/ſo it al/oſpeaks duty ;; 
And what is that > Why that we live to him that 
liveth forever; remember that Scripture, 2 Cor.5. 
I4.For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus 
judges, that if one died for all, then were all dead; and 
that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould. not 
henceforth live to themſelves, but unto him which died 
for them and roſe again, As Chriſt did die for us 
for our Sins] fo he did riſe again for our Juſtifica- 
tion. Oh ſhall we not then live to him ! Many.are 
apt to forget their dead Friends and Relations, tho 
x wh have done much for them, and they know ir 
' Not; as Solomon ipeaks in Eccleſ. 9. 5. for the living 
know that they ſhall die, bur the dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more a reward ; for 
the memory of-them is forgotten, and they know ir 
not; and if their Sons come to honour they know 
it not, and if they be brought low they perceive ic 
not: But our Living Redeemer, he knoweth all; 
he knows all the Souls that are put upon his work 
of Salvation ; and therefore we ſhould live to. his 
Glory.Our dear Lord may ſay to us.l live for ever ; 
I know all things: Why then do you flight my Work, 
aod ſlight my Ordinances, and flight my People? 
Why do you not live more to my Glory.And then, 

Laſtly, This ſhould be a ftrong motive for Men to 
come to- Chriſt, Yetruſt in dying Friends, dying 
| Comtfores, 
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\comforts, dying Relations , and fix your hope "np- 
on things that crumble away to. duſt 5 When Pefer 
made his confeſſion of Chriſt, Joh. 6. 68. To whom 
ſhould we go? thou haſt the words of Eternal Life. 
Go from Chriſt, and-you go to Death and Damna- 
tion : Go to him, and you come to Life, and to Ever- 
laſting Salvation : For he ever-liveth an High-prieſt, 
to make Intercefſion for us. | | 
Now the Inference follows in the next words, 


SERMON IX” 


Hebrew $7. 28. 


Wherefore he i able to ſave themto the uttermoſt, that 
come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
Interceſſin for them. | | 


Js words of the Apoſtlecontain the Inference 
4 which he makes of all that he had ſaid before, 
of the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt : He comes to this 
concluſion. Wherefore Chriſt is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all thoſe that come unto God by him. 
This Illative Cor word] wherefore, hath a refer- 
ence fo what was ſpoken before : And alſo to what 
follows after ; For the Apoſtle having ſaid before : 
that Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, is madea Prieſt, 
afrer the order of Melchiſedeck; that he was not 
made a Prieſt bythe Law of a Carnal Command, 
but by the power of an endleſs Life ; That Chillt 
was made a Prieſt by a ſolemn Oath, [ The Lord hath 
Sworn and will not Repent, thou art a Prieſt for 
. ever, 


Chrift ſet:forth. 
_ ever, after [the: order of Melcifſedeck..] That Jeſus 
. Chriſt is made a ſurety of a better Teſtament : Thar 
he endures, and hath an unchangeable Prieſthood. 
Wherefore, (ſaith he) he isable to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, (2 aR EY 

The Argument may be thus framed : He that is 
the Eternal Son of God : He that is a Prieſt for 
ever,and made a Prieſt by the Oath of God: He that 
hath an unchangeable Prieſthood; Hethat is the ſure-- 
ty of a better Covenant ; He is able to fave to the 
uttermoſt - -- But all this is Jeſus Chriſt : Where- 
fore he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all chat come 
unto him : Bur then, TS 

The words have alſo a reference to what follows, 
in the laſt clauſe of this Verſe. [ Seeing he ever 
liveth to maketh Interceffion for them : ] Where- 
forehe isable to ſave totheuttermoſt, all that come 
unto God by him, ſeeing he ever. liveth to make 
Interceſſhon for them. | 

And the Argument may alſo be framed : He that 
ever livech to make Intercefſion for them ; He is 
able to fave all that come unto God by him. .So 
that both theſe concluſions are proved : That Jeſus 
Chriſt is able to ſave to the uttermoſl; all that come 
unto God by him. ; Si 447) 
_ We begin with the firſt branch of this Text: 
[He ts able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God by him, | Theſeare the words, I ſhall open and 
apply this Morning, (if God permit.) Ts 

To ſave a Soul 1sa great work, a great and glo- 
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rious work. All the powers of Heaven and Earth, _ 


{hort of God, cannot ſave a Soul. 1he Devil can 
deſtroy Souls, by the Righteous and Juſt Judgment 
of God : And therefore hath that name given him, 
which is oppoſite to Chriſt: He is called 4badaor 


and 
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and Apollyor, which -figniftes to deſtroy; in Rev. 
9. 11. The Devil Ifay can deſtroy Souls, but he 
cannot ſave any, he cannot ſave himſelf. 'Tis a 
great and po_ work to ſave a poor Soul : This 
is only Chriſt's workz. And therefore he is called 
the Author of Eternal Salvation, Heb. 5. 9. And 
being made perfett, be became the Author of Eternal 
Salvation, to all them that obey him, [the Author 
of Eternal Salvation. ] There have been Temporal 
Saviours ; Men that God hath raiſed up in ſeveral 
Ages and Generations, to deliver his People from 
the power of their Enemies; when his People were 
in diſtreſs, God did raiſe them up Saviours : And it 
was accounted a very great Mercy, to have a Tem- 
poral Saviour : To have a Man of Faith and Cou- 
rage; as Sampſon, and Gideon, and Barack, and others, 


that would appear for the Church in times of 


ſtreights. There is a Prophecy in 4c. 5. 5. ſpeaking 
of Chriſt. And this Man ſhall be the Peace, when the 
Aſlyrian ſhall come intothe Land; and when he - ſhall 
tread in our Palaces, then ſhall we raiſe againſt him ſeven 
Shepherds, and eight Principal Men that are worthy 
Inſtruments ; that ſhall riſe up to oppoſe the 4ſy- 
rians power. The Afrians power is made a Type 
of the Antichriſtian power. God hath his principal 
Men, and his principal Inſtruments, to fave his 
People. Theſe are under Chriſt : Buc he only is the 
Author of Eternal Salvation. -And this Salvation, 
this Eternal Salvation, that Jeſus Chriſt brings, is 
an unſpeakable mercy: The very thoughts of ic 
gives abundance of comfort. If we do but conſider 
what he ſaves us from, and what he ſaves us to. 
Firſt, What be ſaves us from.] He {ſaves a poor 
fianer from his fin, and from all the miſery chat 
comes alang with it, Hu naie ſhall be calted Feſus, 
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for he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins, faith the An- 
gel in Matth, T. 24. He ſhall ſave his people from 
their fins, 1. e. from all thoſe miſeries that their fins 
bring upon them or would bring upon them. [For 
fin is the cauſe of all miſery-] And to be ſaved 
from fin, is to be {aved from all miſery. What, 
would the Devils in Hell give'to be ſaved from 
cheir miſery,chat their fin hach broughe upon them ? 
What would the Rich Glutton in the Goſpel give 
to be ſaved from his miſery 2 We are not aware 
what he faves us from. 7 . 
Then, if we confider, what be ſaves ns to, or brings 
us to, by this Salvation. ] Chriſt brings us into his 
favour and grace; brings us into that bleſfed ſtate 
in Heaven, where there is all {afety, and ſecurity, 
and bleſſing z where the Devil, nor his Taſtruments. 
can never break in upon us, to intercept our peace, 
Rev. 21.9. God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
. eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, 
7or crying 5, neither ſhall there be any' more pain. TO 
be brought into Communion with God, with the 
holy Angels, and with the glorified Saints, and with 
Jeſus Chriſt the Head of the Chnrch: An Everlaſt- 
ing Communion. Oh the Salvation that our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt brings us to! There is no ſolitude in 
Heaven ! Here we complain of a folicude, and a 
ſolitary life : We want company, we want converſe 
in the World: Bur there will be an everlaſting 
converſe with the gre:t®Gad, - to far as our Natures. 
arecapable of: coming near to him'*” An everlaſting 
convefie with our Redeemer, with the holy Angels, 
and with the glorified Saints. Who is able tro ex- 
preſs the Salvation our Lord Jefus Chriſt brirgs us 
to$- This is the Hope and Faith of the Goſpel. Bur 
I do but touch upon chefe chings by.tte by. 
I Now, 


Now. faith the Apoſtle, he is able to fave tothe 
uttermoſt---He carries it through. Now, to do a 
thing to the uttermoſt, is to do all that -can or 
ought to be added to that thing. For there is 
nothing to be added to that work which is wrought 
to the nttermoſt: So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in this 
Salvation work, he carries it thorow to the utter- 
moſt; to the uttermoſt. There is nothing to be 
added to our Salvation. And therefore our Prote- 
tant Divines ſtand much upon this Scripture,againſt 
all Popiſh Adorations. * It Jeſus Chriſt be able to 
fave to the uttermoſt ; then there is no need of Me- 
rit; Meritorious works 5 no need of Prieſts, Obla- 
tions, Popiſh. Pardons and Indulgences. And if our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſave to the uttermoſt ; 
then away with all Merits, and all Prieſts for Obla- 
tions; and all things that the ignorant Souls of men 
reſt in. He is able (faith the Apoſtle) ro ſave ro the 
uttermoſt [ Able to ſave] that is a word of great 
emphalis. Chriſt is able to carry through the great 
work of Salvation. That is the point we are to in- 
{iſt upon. | hs + 

The work of Salvation is a great work. *Tis a 
greater work than the work of Creation. For,mind 
it, the works of the great God, ſome are greater 
than others; and rhis work of Salvation is the 
greateſt of all his works. The work of Creation is 

a great work, and Gods Wiſdom, his Omnipotence 
and his Goodneſs, is much,,co be .adored in the 
works of Creatior. For the work, in two reſpects. 

1. As it is a work that all the three perſons in 
the Sacred Trinity, in the Godhead, did co-operate 
and work together in-God the Father,Son and Holy 

Ghoſt created the World. For, though- we ſay 


[God the Father is Maker} God the Father hath - 


that 
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without his Son, and without the Holy Ghoft, Zeb, 
I. 2. -It 1s ſaid, by Feſus Chriſt God made the World. 
The Son wrought with the Father. And you read 
in Gerzeſis, That the Holy Ghoſt alſo moved upon the 


face of the Deep. So that the work of Creation is the 


work of the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spiric. 
A great work. | 
Thea again, | Be 
2. If you conſider the work it ſelf. The work: 
of Creation is a great and wonderful work. [For, 
mind it. ] The Great God, to make all things our 
of nothing. This is a work, that none but God 
could do. For God to make Heaven and Earth; An- 
gels and Men, and all living Creatures, and all out 
of nothing ;' it is a work of an Infinite God. [ For, 
mind it. } The wiſeſt, and the ſtrongeſt man in the 
World, cannot make a Houſe, or a poor Cottage, 
out of nothing : He muſt have matter ro work upon. 
Man can make nothing out of nothing. And there- 
fore the Philoſopher took up this Maxim, [ Nothing 
produceth nothing..] You cannot make a thing out 
of nothing. Man cannot make one drop of Water 
to drink out of nothing; he muſt go. ſomewhere 
for that Water. But for the Great God to raiſe 
Heaven and Earth out of nothing; is to be adored. 
.And therefore (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) When 1 conſider 
the Heavens, the work of thy hands, the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, I ſaid, What is man, Lord, that thou ſhouldſt 
be ſo mindful of him? The work of Creation is a 
Ereat and glorious work, beyond all the power of 


Men and Angels: But till the work of Salvation - 


is greater than that: For God is pleaſed to magni- 
fie that work, and to be at more coſt about that 
work, than he was about the work of Creation : 


1254 
that work Attributed to him ; not that he did ic - 
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And in two reſpe&s, the work of Salvation is grea- 
ter than the work of Creation. 

Firſt, Becaule i» the work of Creation, there was no- 
thing. to reſiſt God tn that work; there:were no Devils 
then in Being, to Rebel againſt that work of God : 
There was no wicked reprobate Perſon to refift God 
in the work of Creation : But in the work of Sal- 
vation, Men and Devils oppoſe the Wiſdom of 
God, and the Power of God, and the Grace of 
God: But he carries it through all oppoſition. 

Secondly, Though the work of Creation was a 
great work of God ; Yet there was no need that the 
Sor. of God- ſhould be made manifeſt in the Fleſh for that 
work : The work of Creation could be carried on without 
che Incarnation of the Sonof God. God did but fay, 
Let there-be Light,and there was Light; Gods word 
'did all there. By Faith we nnderſtand, the World 
was -made by the Word of God, Heb. 11. 3. But 
when God comes to work Salvation for mankind, 
there is a great train of Work : 'Fhe Son of God 
muſt be made Man. and .ſufter Death for poor 


Man, and he muſt riſe again : So that the work of 


Salvation, is greater than the work of Creation: 
But how is Chriſt ſaid to be able to ſave, and t 
carry on this work ? 
Firſt, As he is God [the Almighty God? ſo no- 
thing can ſtand before him, to hinder the- accom- 
pliſhment of that which hehath undertaken, to fave 


a Soul from Death : Where Chriſt undertakes for 


that, all the powers of Heil cannot hinder it. 
he had 52en but a meer Man. he had been ſtopped 
m this work : Men and Devils would have hindred 
him in this work : I ſay Reprobate Men and'De- 
vils, would have hindred. him in this work Bur 
being God, he Triumphs over Principaliries .and 

| | Powers,. 
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Powers, as you have it in Col. 2. 15. He ſpoiled Prin- 
cipalities and Powers. Theſe Principalities and Pow- 
ers are the Devils, which Reign in their Kingdom, 
2s Princes and Potentates do here on Earth': But 
| the Devils themſelves dread our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as you may ſee, ar. 8. 29. they. cryed out, Whas 
have we to do with thee, Feſus thou Son of God ? Art 
thou come to Torment ws before the time? They knew 
him to be the Son of God, and they begg'd leave of- 
him, to go intothe Herd of Swine. Thus you ſee 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he is God,: hath power to 
overcome all the Devils in Hell : Therefore he is 
able to ſave them 3 for the Devils dreaded Chriſt, 
and ſaid, Art thou. come to torment us before the 
time? They knew Chriſt would come to Judge 
them one day, and they were unwilling to come to 
Judgment: before their rime. Now as: he is the 
mighty God; and as all the Powers of Hell are un- 
der him, fo he is able ro ave to. the uttermoſt : 
none can-ſtand before him, to hinder his accompliſh- 
ing the work of Salvation. - SL 
Secondly, He is able to ſave, as he 1s our great High- 
prieſt over the houſe of God : That the Apoſtle would 
have us to keep our eye upon, as he is the Prieſt of 
God. All the Prieſts before him were not able to 
ſave them that catne to God, by them z tho” they 
did good ſervice, and were uſeful in offering Gifts 
and Sacrifices for the People, yet they could not - 
fave them. But our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he is the 
Prieſt of God. as he is the Surety of a better Cove- 
nant, as he offered himſelf a Sacrifice for fin, he 1s. 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto. 
God by him. | Wer - 3s 
And ſo we come to this : Where we have a Li. 
mitation, in reſpe&'of an bleflings of Chriſts Peg 
> Es 3 hd: 
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[ It is for all that come unto God by him] . Not but that 
Chriſt is able to {ave all Mankind. The dignity of 
his perſon [God-Man] The Merit of his Suffering, 
[ſufficient to fave all Mankind, ] But this Limitation 
ſhews, That none had benefit by Chriſt, but thoſe 
that come unto God by him. It is one thing to be 
able to ſave, and another thing for people to have 
the benefit of that Salvation. Suppoſe a man be able 
to fave all the poor in the Town; yet none have 
the benefit of it, but thoſe that come to him for 
their relief. There is a great deal of difference be- 
rween Ability and Benefit. So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is able to ſave to theuttermoſt ; but it is them tharx 
come unto God by him that are ſaved. Not that - 
there is any Merit in our coming to God : For 
what Merit is there in Beggars coming for an Alms? 
Wecome to God by Chrilt, as Beggars for an Alms. 
Bat till we myſt come, and we muſt come by Jeſus 
Chriſt, if we will haveany benefit by his Salvation, 
There are multitudes of people in the World,whoſe 
caſe is very deplorable. Jews, Turks and Heathens, 
they all have their Deyotions grounded upon ſome- 
thing The Jews come to God according to the Jew- 
iſh way. The "Turks have their coming to God, for 
the great Article of their Faith.We believe there is 
is one only true God. And the Heathens have their 
way of coming-to God. Bur becauſe none of theſe 
have their coming to.God, by Jeſus Chriſt, therefore 
they have no benefit by Jeſus Chriſt. The Papiſts, 
who prove the Chriſtian Faith, do run a great ha- 
zard of their Salvation, by coming to God, by other 
Mediators, than by Jeſus Chriſt. For the blefled 
Saints, and the Virgin Mary, are not able to fave, 


| _ and be a Mediator tor them, 1 Tim: 2. 5.' For there 


# but one God, and one Mediator between God and Man, 


Chrift ſet forth. 
rhe Man Chriſt Jeſus. So that here you have the Li- 
mitation of that Salvation, which is by Chriſt. [ #e 
is able to ſave all to the uttermoſt that come unto God 
by him. ] | 

- Bur then you will ſay, What are we to under- 
ſtand by the phraſe of coming to God by Jeſus - * 


' Chriſt > Whar is meant by [coming ? ] 


I anſwers [ Coming] is a metaphorical word, tranſ14-. 
ted from the Body to the Soul. As thus, the Body 


hath its motion, you know it goes and comes, this or 


chat way : So the Soul of Man hath its motion, it 
goes Or Comes; it goes to God, or comes from God. 
Now coming, in Scripture, when ic is applied to 
God, and Chriſt, it always imports 4 believing, 4 
rruſting in 3 a reſting upon God in Jeſus Chriſt, For 
Faith is the foot of a Soul, by which the Soul. is 
coming unto God: Ir brings the Soul to Chriſt, to 
cake up with him. Ic is the ſame with coming unto 
the Throne of Grace, Heb. 4. 16. Let us come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need; i. e, Let our Souls 
g0 out to Gods Grace,in Chriſt, and there Reſt. As 
Unbelief is called a departing. from the Living 
God, Heb. 3. and the latter end. Now, you know 
what it is-to. depart from God : It is, when: you 
caſt off all hope, and truſting in him: When your 
hearts run out to fin, . and grow dead towards God; 
when you hive no delight in keeping up Commu- 
nion with him, this is a departing. from him. - So 
coming to him, is an act of the Soul, whereby the 
Soul goes out to him, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the Sacrifice for fin- The Soul goes our to him by 
Faith, and reſts upon him, by/ſuch a Faith, as doth 
purifie the heart, and reform the life. 
Many that are called Chriſtians, they haye a 
I 4 ; notion, 
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notion, by which they greatly deceive themſelves : 
And that is this ; They think and ſay, that God is 
merciful; that Jeſus Chriſt died for ſinners; and 
therefore, tho' they be ſtrangers to the life of Faith, 
and have lived in much Ignorance, yet they ſay, they 
' doubt not of their Salvation ; for God is merciful ; 
and Chriſt died for ſinners. 

As it is true, that God is merciful, beyond all our 
apprehenſtons : And ic is alſo true, that Jeſus Chriſt 
died for ſinners; Yet the Scripture muſt be believed. 
- Ir isonly for ſuch ſinners as have a Comine-faith to 

him ; ſuch a Faith as may unite their Souls to him. 
For [mind it] You read in Luke 14. where our Sa- 
viour compares the Grace of God, in the Salvation 
of poor ſinners, to a man that made a great Supper 
for his Gueſts, and invited them 3 but when they all 
refuſed to COIMme, read v. 24. 1 [ay unto you, None of 
them that were bidden ſhall taſte of my Supper. Why 
ſhall they not taſte of it > Why ? becauſe they retu- 
ſed to come upon his Invitation 3; and therefore 
none of them which were bidden ſhall tafte of my 
Supper. This is to ſhadow out Gods way, with poor 
'\ſhehcy ſinners. That Soul that is ctaken up with his 
Farin and Oxen, the Lord faith, he ſhall not caſte of 
\ his Supper. You muſt not therefore reſt in general 
notions : For, as it is one of the greateſt miſeries in 
the World. to want a coming- heart to Chriſt ; fo 
on'the other. hand, it is'one of the greateſt mercies 
:that we. can enjoy, in this life, to have a coming- 
*Hheart to Jeſus. Chriit; to have a heart going out to 
Jefits Chrift. Ir is very obſervable, what our Lord 
Telus Chriſt ſpake, in 44atth.7, He tells us, In the 
lajt days, there will be many come to ſeek admir- 
tance into his Kingdotn, for what they. had "Gone. In 
u, 22.Many will ſay unto ne in that day, Lord, Lord,have 
? BET...” EEE TR” Be 
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we n0t propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name have 
caſt out Devils,& in thy Name have done many wonderful 
works? Fhen will [ profeſs to them, 1 never knew you, 
depart from me, ye that work jniquity, Chriſt will ſay, 
I never knew them. How is this to be ygderſtood ? 
Pray conſider: Chriſt knew all men : He did know 
the perſons of theſe men, that did come and plead 
thus with him : But when he ſaid, he never knew 
them ; his meaning 1s, he never had any Commu- 
nion with him; and they did never come to him, 
and act Faith in hipz. Our Lord will fay at the great 
day, You talk of Gifts, and Parts, and Service; bur 
I never had your hearts. And therefore it is a great 
mercy to have a heart to come to Jeſus Chriſt; ro 


live that, life we live in the fleſh, in the. Faith of 
the Son of God. | | 


Come we now to ſome App}ication, and that is 
of Dire&ion, i poer ſinners that are ſtrangers to com- - 


ing to God by Chriſt. It may be you come to hear the 
Word of God, and you do. well. Sometimes you 
come to pray, to pray for mercy in affliction 5 you 
do well. Bur there is another coming to 'Chrilt, 
which is by Faith ; and therefore never reſt in any 
thing of hearing, and praying, until you have brought 
up your hearts to come to Chriſt, by Faith reſt upon 
him---And, faith Chriſt, No man cometh to me, except 
my Father draw him, | 2 OI. - 
I know that a Natura! Conſcience will put a man 
upon coming to God in Prayer: But no Natural 


Conſcience will pur a man to come unto God by -*: 


Chritt. | | 

A ſecond Uſe is, to thoſe that a& Faich,ard come 
to God by Chriſt. Remember, rhar ne 1s able ro 
fave to the uttermoſt, Reſt upon the power of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I remember v hen God did: fet 
= 0 . up 
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up Saul to be King over 1/rael; it is ſaidin 1 Sam.1o. 
There you may read, that many of the people deſpiſed 
him, and ſaid, How can this man ſave us ? They look- 
ed upon hinras a weakling. But the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, he is able to fave to the uttermoſt, by his 
Almighty Power. You may believe heis our great 
High-Prieſt. You find there in the firſt Book of 
Sam. chap. 17. that the Philiſtines truſted in their 
Champion Gotiath,who was'but a man.Buc our Lord 
Jefus Chriſt, he is the ur Goliath; he encountred 
with Devils, with Hell, and with the World, and 

overcame all of them. He hath ſatisfied the Law, 
and Juſtice; and ever liveth to make Intercefſfion 
ro God, for all thoſe that come unto God by him. 
But of that afterward. 4 | 


SERMON X. 
Hebrews 7. 25. 
Wherefore be is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that 


come unto God by him; ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
Interceſſion for them. 


AT"HE laſt dayl handled the firſt Branch - of this 
_ 4: Text: Ir tells us that Chriſt is able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt, them that come unto God by 
him. 

To fave a Soul from Death and Miſery,is a work 
that none can accompliſh, but he that is [ Mighty 
to Save:] The work of Salvation is ſo grear, as we 
cannot poſſibly comprehend it in this Life, - Buc 
25 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God (who was 


mage: Fleſh) hath undertaken this great work » 
|  - he 


_— 
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| he is able to carry it on [Able to ſave all that come 
unto God by him. Theſe words have been open- 
ed and applyed, and I ſhall not look back, but 
come. to aſecond Branch of this Text, where a rea- 
ſon is given, Why our Lord Chriſt, is able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt, all chat come unto y 26 by him, 
ſeeing he ever liveth to make Intercefhon for them. 

Now theſe words carry a great deal of comfort 
for them that believethe Word: Bur they require 
ſome care and diligence'in the opening of them 3 
and giving the right ſenfe of them, leſt we ſhould 
be led away witn groſs and dull apprehenſions of 
this Spiritual Myſtery. | 

Firſt therefore, for the right underſtanding of 
this phraſe here in the Text : Whereas it is faid 
[ that Chriſt ever liveth to make Intercefſion for 
us ] this is not to be underſtood, as it the Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt ſhould never have an end : For the 
Intercefſion of Chriſt, is a work that belongs to his 
Mediatory-Kingdom, and that ſhall have an end. 
When all Gods Elect ſhall be gathered ro him; and = 
the whole myſtery of our Redemption firythed 3 
then ſhall all be givenup to God, for he {iiall be 
C All in All, ] In 1 Cor. 15. 24. ſpeaking of Chriſt 
then cometh the end, when he ſhall have deliver- 
ed up the Kingdom to God, even the Father : 
When he ſhall have put down all Rule, and all 
'Authority and Power : For he muit Reign, till he 
_ hach pur all Enemies under his Feet ; The lait Ene- 

my that ſhall be deſtroyed, is Leath : For he hath 
pur all chings under his Feet : And when all things 
(hall be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall-the Son al{o' 
himſelf be ſubject unto him, that put all things -un- 
der him, that God may be all in all. - Here the 
Apoſtle is treating of Chriſts =. ; 


134 
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_ 


$*-*6 


Chriſt ſet forth. I 


When the World ſhall come to an end : Then the 
laſt Enemy that is to be deſtroyed is Death: And 
there ſhall be no more die in the Church : All ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in the Eternal God-head :: And 


God ſhall be all in all. Then there will be no need 


of his Intercefſfion, or of a Mediator :. Bur till re- 
member the bleſſed effects of Chriſts Death and Re- 
furreCtion, and Interceſſion, are to Eternity : 
Therefore when theApoſtle here in the Text faith, 
Chriſt ever liveth ro make Intercefſion ;for us: 
This is to be conſidered two ways. 

Firſt, In oppoticion to the Levitical Prieſthood, 
who are dead and gone, and the Church of God hath 
no preſent helpfrom them z but all their help is 
from Jeſus Chriſt : They were not ſuffered to con- 
tinue by- reaſon of Death ; but Chriſt ever liveth 
our great High-Prieſt, when all others are dead and 
gone. . But, | 


_ "Secondly and ſpecially, When it is ſaid, that he 
. ever liveth to make Intercefſion for us. ] this [Ever] 
. '#5 to be taken for every Age and Generation to the-end of 


the World ; for at the end of the World, there ſhall 
be an end of thoſe things, as you have heard ; he 
ever |iveth toall Ages and Generations. 

For this muſt be obſerved, that the Church of 


Chriſt ( which is his Myſtical Body, } are not all 
| born in one Ageof the World. But one Generati- 


on paſſeth away, and another cometh : But Chriſt 
he ever liveth inall Agesa Prieſt of God, for all 
thoſe that come to God by him, \{he ever liverh ] 
we have not a new Prieſt to riſe up wich a new Ge- 

neration, but we have the fame Jeſus, who was _ 
velterday, to day, and for ever the ſame :- He liveth. - 


-in-all Ages and Generations to the end of the. - 
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World. I ſay, a new Age doth not bring forth a new 
Saviour, nora new Prieſt, but he is the ſame, [He 
ever liveth, ] and we of this Age and Generation, 
have the ſame benefit by Jeſus Chriſt's Prieſthood 
and Intercefhion, that the old and primitive Saints, 
had thouſands of years ago: For he abideth for ever, 
till the whole work of Mans Redemption is falfil- 


led: And this is the trueand proper _— o - t 
100J < | 


this Phrafe | He ever liveth to make Interce 
that is, he ever liveth in all Ages and Generations : 
He is the ſame yefterday, today and for ever: He is 
to be our High Prieſt to ghs end of the World. 

In the Second place we are to confider what is 
meant by Chriſt's making Interceſſion for us in'Hea- 
ven. Now for that, you muſt firſt confider, the 
. Speech as Metaphorical; -and borrowed from Ad- 
vocates, that plead in Kings Courts: Or from Coun- 
ſellors that ſtand up for a Client, to procure the 
Sentence on their ſide. Hence rhe Apoſtle Fohz 
hath that expreſſion, in 1 Foh. 2. 1. If any Man fin, 
we have an Advocatewith the Father, Feſms Chriſt the 
Righteous, who 15 apropitiation for our Sins. Wehave 
'an Advocate, that is, we have one that ſtands up 
for us in our ſtead, and appears on our fide : Alſo it 
hath reference to a Favourite of the Kings Courr, 
that is oft in the Kings preſence, and ready to ſpeak 
for his Friend. So Foſeph was an Interceflor for: his 
Father and Brethren unto King Pharaoh, when they 
came into the Land of Egypr, Gen. 47. Foſeph was 
a Favourite of the King of Egypr: : And he appeared 
inthe preſence of the King, for his Father and 
"Brethren : You ſhall find the Prophet E1jah offers 


"to make himſelf an Interceflor to the King, for the 


Shanamiiſh Woman, 2 £Kizg. 4: 13. Wor'dſe thou be 
ſpoken for ro the King ? 1 this ſenſe Jeſus Cheil is 
MY | | | lat 
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{-/: 0 beour Inteceflor : He is faid to appear in 
the 1eicnce} of God for us, Heb.9.24. For Chriſt is not 
entics 74 re Holy places, which are the figures of the 


true, + into Heavenit ſelf : Now to appear 1n the pre- 
fence of God for uw, and to make Interceſſion for us : 
Thu : not t9 be underſtood, as if Feſus Chrift in Hea- 
ven, aid pioj.r ite himſelf to the Father for us, aud make 
aftual pravers for i». It 1s not {o to be underſtood. In 
the days of his Fleſn, he fent up ſtrong cryes to God, 
In his ſtate cf Fnmiliation, Zeb, 5.7. but it is not 
agreeable to his ſtate of Glory, that Jeſus Chriſc 
ſhould now {end up Prayers and Supplications to 
God for us : Bur when it is ſaid that he appears in 
the preſence of God for us, and makes Intercefſion 
for us, the meaning is this : That he doth preſent 
himſelf in Heaven, as our Surety, and as our Sacri- 
face, and as one that hath made ſatisfaction to all the 
demands of the Law. and alſo manifeſting his Will : 
That all that come unto God by him, ſhould have 
the benefit of his Death. He doth appear before 
God as the Sacrifice for our (ins,: that the benefit may 
come to every Soul, that come unto God by him ; 
that 'is the meaning : Therefore it is ſaid Heb. 
I 2. 24. The Apoſtle tells them, they are come to Fe- 
ſas the Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the blood 
of ſprinkling, that ſpeaks better things than that of A- 
bel- Abels blood did ſpeak; when 4bel {aid -no- 
thing, his blood did ſpeak and cry : And fo the 
blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaketh : his Death 
ſpeaketh-: His Suffering ſpeaketh : Thatis always 
before the Holy God for an expiatory Sacrifice for 
fin, to them that believe on him. [An Expiatory 
Sacrifice. ] And this was typified of old, by the 
High-prieſts carring the Blood of the Sacrifice, in- 
to the moſt Holy place : ſprinkling that Blood ;oa ; 
che 
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the Mercy-ſeat; ſee Levit. 16. 15. Then ſhall he kill 
the Goat of. the Sin-offering, that us for the People, and 
bring his Blood within the Vail, and do with that Blood 
as he did with the Blood of the Bullock, and ſprinkle it 
#pon the Mercy-ſeat. When the Prieſts of old did 
kill the Offering, whether it was a Goat, or whe- 
ther it was a Bullock, he was to take of the Blood 
_ of the Beaſt, and carry it within the Vail : What 

is that? You muſt know that in the Temple, there 
were three ; wor 5 there was the outward Court, 
which the Gentiles might come into as well as the 
Jews ; then there was the Temple, where the peo- 
ple generally went to Pray, and where the Sacri- 
fices were ſlain; and then there was the third place, 
which was called the moſt Holy place, the Sanutum 
Sanftorum, and that was ſeparated by the Vail ; the 
Vail was drawn before it, and when the Prieſt had 
Offered the' Blood of the Sacrifice, he was to go 
within the Vail, where was the Mercy-ſeat, and 
where God did give his Anſwers to his Peoples Re- 
queſts ; and this Blood of the Sacrifice was to be 
an pe upon the Mercy-ſeat : Why ſo ? Why to 
1enifte that God would ſhew Mercy unto his Peo- 
ple by way of Atonement and Sacrifice; that he | 
would ſhew them Mercy that way, becauſe of the 
uncleanneſs of the Children of Men, therefore God 
would have no Communion with them, but by the 
Blood of Atonement. : 
And this was a Type of Heaven it ſelf; Chriſt 
(faith the Apoſtle) is gone into the moſt Holy place, 
to Heaven it ſelf, there to appear in the preſence 
of God for us: And as the High-prieſt of old did 
carry the Blood of the Sacrifice into the moſt Holy 
laceon Earth; ſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did carry 


Fi Blood into Heaven, which is the moſt Holy 
| place 
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place of all; which ſpeaks better things than the 
Blood of bel, which cries for vengeance ; but the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt calls for mercy, for every-one 
that comes to God by him : This is the meaning of 
his making interceſſion for us. Ter 

But now in the Third place, Why doth the Apo- 
ſtle jay in the Text, that Chriſt us able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for them ?. Why 1s Chriſts 
ability to fave us, pur upon his ever living to make. 
interceſſion ? The Scripture (mind it) doth lay a great 
{treſs bere, and the weight and burden of our Sal- 
vation 1s laid in this; upon Chriſts ever-living to 
plead and maintain the great end of his- death and 
ſuffering for poor finners, Che ever liveth, ] and the 
Reaſons are thele : - 

Firſt, 1f Teſs had died and never roſe again, our 
hopes of Salvation by him had periſhed with him, and 
been buried in his Crave. If Chriſt had died and-ne- 
ver roſe again, our hopes of Salvation by him, had. 
died alſo, and been buried in the Grave with him. 
Mind what the Apoſtle ſpeaks to this purpoſe, 
I Cor. I5. 14. If Chriſt be not riſen, then 15s our Preach- 
ing in vain, and your Faith ts alſo vaim, | If Chriit be 
not riſen, our Preaching is in vain : How is that? 
Our preaching Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 1s.1n vain; 
it is to.no purpoſe ; -if he be a dead-man till; and 
your Faith is vain, your Believing in him is yain, if 
he be in the ſtate of death ſtill, Why fo ? Becaufe in 
the Grave there is no wofk, nor no knowledgesthe 
dead know nothing,the dead can do nothing ; there- 
fore if Jeſus Chriſt were in the ſtate of Deaths if he 
were inthe Grave, andnot riſen again,”4t 1$4nvan 
for us to preach Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt - and your . 
lieving in him for Salvation is vain: Bur in 4 

| . . mu 
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- Chriſt Je 
much as he'ever liveth, and is come out of the ſtate 
of Death, he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all 
 thote: that come unto God by him. © You may ob- 
ſerve in Scripture, that that time, that our Saviour 
Chriſt died and was laid in the Grave, his Diſci- 
lesand Follow ers on Earth, their hopes died with 
im; as you may read.(in Uzk.24.) of the two DiC--- 
ciples going to Emmans, what a ſad diſcourſe they 
had together,” when Chriſt'asked them; what com- 
.municarion they had rogecher; ' they ſaid unco him," 
Concerning one Jeſus of Nazareth, which was a Pro- 
phet mighty in deed and word, before God and all 
the People; and how che Chief-prieſts and Ralers 
delivered him'to'be condemned'to Death, and have- - 
Crucified: him 3 "andwe truſted it. had been he thar- 
ſhould have Redeemed lfrael ; and beſides all this, 
ro. day is the Third day fince theſe things were done. 
When Chrift was'inthe ftate"of Death, their hopes 
were dead'; buraith the Apoſtle Pereryin I Per.1.3. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father.of our Lord Feſus,"which 
according to bis abundant mercy,” hath begotten us again” 
unto a lively hops, by the Reſurretion" of Jeſus Chriſt 
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from the dead. As ifhe ſhould ſay, we were as dead*. + 
men in our hopes,» but when we ſaw his Reſurreai-" *.:; 
. on, our hopes began ro reviveagain; and therefore "2 
' - he faith, Bleſſed be God, who hath begotten us'ro'a'..."-,:4 
lively hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſas Chriſt from © +. 2 


thedead. The Reſurrection of Chriſt, declares him- 

_ . to be a ſufficient'Saviour'z and therefore-in Rom. g. * 
When the Apoſtle Pau! fell a triumphing in that 
Salvation, we have by Chriſt ; and what doth-he lay 
asa ground for itin ver.34-ſairch he,ho ſhall condemn 
us ? It is Chriſt that died ;, yea rather roſe again,anda is 
ſet at the right hand of God, and makes interceſſion for 


4; yea rather is riſen again.  Why.doth. he make 
; K more 
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more of - the Reſurre&tion of Chriſt, than of the 


Deathof Chriſt? Becauſe if Chriſt had Died, and not 
Riſen again, and Aſcended to the Father, we had 
not had ſuch ground for our hope : [_ Bur rather is 
Riſen again. ] For alas, if our hopes of Salvation did 
hang upon a Dead Man, it would have been a dead 
hope; but our hope 1s upon a living Saviour. For 
this end, faich the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. g.. For this, end 
Chyiſt both died, and roſe again, that he might be the 
Lord, both of the dead and the living, It he had not 
revived again and riſen again, he could not have 
been the Lord of the dead and theliving. The. 
Avoſtle hath a remarkable paſlage to this purpoſe; 
further in 1'Cor.15.17,18. If Chriſt be not raiſed, your 
Faith :s-vain, ye are yer 1n your ſms ; then they alſo that 
are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, are periſhed... If Chriſt be 
ſtill in the ſtate of Death and che Grave, then they 
that are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are perithed. Thoſe 
Believers that did die in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are periſhed; if he be not till alive, and at 
the right hand. of God, they are periſhed, and ye 
are yet in your fins : So that you ſee what a great 
ſtreſs the Scriptures puc upon Chriſts Riſing again : 
Therefore ſaith Fohn in the Revelation 1 am he that 
liveth, and I live for evermore. Amen..,, Why Amen ? 
Heputs Amen to it, that our Faith may be fixed on 
him, as able to fave thoſe that come unto God by 


Um. | | 

Secondly, Our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt is able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt, all that.come unto God by him, 
and thar becauſe he ever liveth to make interceſſi- 
on. ] Becauſe there can beno Accuſation or Condemna- 
tion, take place againſt any Soul, where there s ſuch an 
interceſſor. If Chriſt were out of Heaven, where 
211] Mens hearts and ways are {een and known,all _ 
: | 10s 
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fins of our Life and Converſation would rife up a- 
gainſt us, and Condemn us, and Accuſe . us: Bur 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) who ſhall Conderwn 2 Who 
{all lay any thing ro our charge? Ir is Chriſt thac 
hath Died, yea rather that is Rifen again, and fits: 
at the right hand of God, and makes incerceffion for 
us. No Accuſation from Satan and our Sins, can 
ſtand before the interceflion of Chriſt ; for though 
our fins be ſuch as deſerve everlaſtinz Damnation, 
yet there 15 more worth, and vertue, and precioul- 
neſs, in the Death and Reſurrection, and Inrerceſ- 
flon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, than there is vileneis 
in all our {ins ; for his Interceftion; is the preſenting 


of his ſuffering for us ; and of all the farisfattion he > - 


hach made for Sin, and the manifeſting his Will ; 
thac thoſe . that come unto God by him, may have 
the benefit of his Sufferings. 

Thirdly, He. the great Favorite. Our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, he is one rhiat brings us into favour with 
God: He came and inade peace on Earth, and hath 
purchaſed peace in Heaven. 1f a. Man ſhould un- 
dertake to interceed for a poor Rebel, .that had been 
a Rebel himſelf, they would never regard him, or 
give any regard to his Interceiſion 3 bur if a Man . 
will interceed for a poor Rebel at Court, that was 
always a Favourite of the King, that never Rebel- 
ed or provoked him, you will ay, this Man will 
carry it : Now faith the Scripture, #e have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous; not 
Jeſus Chriſt che Uarighteous, bat Jefus Chriſt ths 
Righteous, who is our Advocate, that kept him- 
felf always in the Pavour of God, and in his Fa- 
thers Love, Such an High-prieft doth become us, 
who is Holy, Harmleſs, Separate from Sinners, and 
made higher than. the ea”: We need one,thag 
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more of - the Reſurre&tion of Chriſt, than of the 


Death of Chriſt? Becauſe if Chriſt had Died, andnot 
Riſen again, and Aſcended to the Father, we had 
not had ſuch ground for our hope : [_ But rather is 
Riſen again. ] For alas, if our hopes of Salvation did 
hang upon a Dead Man, it would have been a dead 
hope ; but our hope 1s upon a living Saviour. For 
this end, ſaich the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. g.. For this.end 
Chriſt both dicd, and roſe again, that he might be the 
Lord, both of the dead and the living. Ithe had not 
revived again and riſen again, he could not have 
been the Lord of the dead and theliving. The. 
Avoſtle hath a remarkable paſlage to this purpoſe; 
furcher in 1!Cor-15.17,18, If Chriſt be not raiſed, your 
Faith is vain, ye are yer inyour ſins ; then they alſo that 
are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, are periſhed... If Chriſt be 
ſtill in the ſtate of Death and the Grave, then they 
that are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are perithed. Thoſe 
Believers that did die' in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are periſhed; if he be not. ſtill alive, and at 
the right hand. of God, they are periſhed, and ye 
are yet in your fins : So that you ſee what a great 
ſtre(s the Scriptures puc upon Chriſts Riſing again : 
Therefore ſaith Fohn in the Revelation 1 am he that 
liveth, and T live for evermore. Amen. Why Amen ? 
Heputs Amen to it, that our Faith may be fixed on 
him, as able to fave thoſe that come unto God by 
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Secondly, Our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt is able -to fave 
to the uttermoſt, all that.come unto God by him, 
and that becauſe he ever liveth to make interceſſi- 
on. | Becauſe there can beno Accuſation or Condemna- 
tion, take place againſt any Soul, where there ws ſuch an 
interceſſor. It Chriſt were out of Heaven, where 
21] Mens hearts and ways are {een and known,all ol 
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{ins of our Life and Converſation would riſe up a- 
gainſt us, and Condemn us, and Accule.us: Bar 
(faith the Apoſtle) who ſhall Condewn 2 Who 
fall lay any thing to our charge? Ir is Chriſt thac 
hath Died, yea rather that is Rifen again, and ſits: 
at the right hand of God, and makes intercefion for 
us. No Accuſation from Satan and our Sins, can 
ſtand before the interceſſion of Chriſt ; for though 
our fins be ſuch as deſerve everlaſtins Damnation, 
yet there 15 more worth, and vertue, and precioul- 
neſs, in the Death and Reſurrection, and Inrerceſ- 
fton of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, than rhere is vileneſs 
in all our fins ; for his Interceſſion; is che preſenting 
of his ſuffering for us ; and of all the farisfaction he - 
hath made for Sin, and the manifeſting his Will ; 
that thoſe. that come unto God by him, may have 
the benefit of his Sufferings. : 

' Thirdly, He the great Favorite, Our Lord Je- 
{us Chriſt, he is one that brings us into favour with 
God: He came and made peace on Earth, and hath 
purchaſed peace in Heaven. If a. Man thould un- 
dertake to interceed for a poor Rebel, .that had been 
a Rebel himſelf, chey would never regard him, or 
give any regard to his Interceiſion 3 but if a Man . 
will inferceed for a poor Rebel at Court, tnar was 
always a Favourite of the King, that never Rebel- 
ed or provoked him, you will ſay; this Man will 
carry it : Now faith the Scripture, #e have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous; not 
Jeſus Chriſt the Uarighteous, but Jetus Chriſt the 
Righteous, who is our Advocate, that kept him- 
felf always in the Favour of God, and in his Fa- 
thers Love. Such an High-prieft doth become us, 
who is Holy, Harmleſs, Separate from Sinners, and 
made higher than.che FOO We need one,thaz 
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is Jeſus Chriſt at $9 and therefore he ever 
liveth,and is able to ſave thoſe that. come unto God 
by him. He ever liveth to make Interceſſion, that 
was always in the favour of the Father. This s mv 
beloved Sov, in whom I am well- pleaſed; ſhewing, that 
he was well pleaſed with-his Suffering, and Inter- 
cethon, and fets on his Right hand on high. Upon 
all theſe accounts it 1s, that Chriſt ever liveth to 
make Interceſſion for us- And upon theſe reaſons 
- he is able to fave all that come unto God by him. 
I ſhall wind up all with a word or two of Appli- 
Cation. - © 
Firſt then, here we ſee, That our: Salvation is ont. 
. of our ſelves; and that it reſts ſolely, and alone, in our 
Lord Feſws Chriſt. For the beſt works that ever any 
of the Children of God did, are not able to fave. 
them; becauſe no-mans+ works are perfect before 
God. The beſt works that we'can do, are not able 
to {ave us, in any meaſure. But our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is able to {ave to the uttermoſt. We are ve- 
ry apt to reſt in our-own doings and duties ; eſpe- 
cially, if any thing be done by us in a right manner. 
We are very apt to take up our Reſt too. much 
therein. 'We are apt to draw too'much comfort for 
our ſelves, for what we do, rather than from whar 
Chriſt hath done for us. But 'tis for want of lively 
Faith in Chriſt. But, if you will be ſafe, and have 
true comfort, you muſt come from works. See how 
the Apoſtle ſers Works and Grace in oppoſition, in 
the matter of Election, and-ſo it holds as to Juſtifi- 
cation, Kom. 11,6. And if by grace, then it is no more 
of works ; otherwiſe grace 1s no more grace; but if it be 
of works, then it 1s no more grace ; otherwiſe works is no 
more works. What is the meaning of this > The 
meaning is this ; That if we reſt-yupon our Rant 
or 
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for our Salvation, and Acceptation with God, then 
the Grace of God, by which we are ſaved, ſignifies 
nothing to us ; For if it be of works, it is not of 
grace. 

But on the other hand; If we be ſaved by grace, 
then not by works : Works is no more works. See 
therefore, look chat you live wholly and ſolely up- 
on the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt : And that you 
do your 'work, not from your (elf, and not for your 
ſelf. As for example;:If a man do receive an 
Eſtate, or an Inheritance of his Father, as a free 
Fife ; then he pays nothing for it. If a man ſays he 
deſeryed it, or that he wrought for it; this takes 
away the freeneſs of the gift, If it be of gift, 
it is not of duty: © If it be of duty, it is not of gift ; 
So, if it be of grace,” "tis not of works ; and there- 
fore ceaſe from -your work in the matter of your 
Juſtification; that is, ſtand clear from reſting on 
your works : Look at free Grace in Chriſt for all ; 
for he ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us. *Tis 
when we are ſaved by Grace, that we are able tq 
work ; and: God doth graciouſly accept of our 
work. Byt how ? as we are united ro him, by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, our great Intercefſor. Hence you 
have - that, Col. 3. 17. And whatſoever you do in 
word, or deed, do all in the Name of the. Lord TFeſus 5 
giving thanks unto God, and the Father, by him, How ? 
when you pray, pray in the Name of the Lord Je- 
fus, and believe in the Name of the Lord Jeſus for 
acceptance z and when you praiſe the Lord, praiſe 
him in the Name of the Lord Jeſus; and truſt-in 
him for acceptance. Do all in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus :' becauſe he is the great Interceſſor for--our 
Souls : And he takes away the iniquity of our holy 
things, that they may be acenand. And he offers 
- | 3 up 
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up his own Interceſſion, with the prayers of the 
Saints ; and therefore, whatever you do, do all in 
the:/Name of the Lord Jeſus. This is the Spirirual 
Leflon that we are to learn from this Doctrine or 
 'Eruth, chat we are now upon: . - 

That if Jeſus Chriſt be able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, all thoſe that come unto God by him ; then: 
reſt upon him with full and entire Faith, and ceaſe 
from your own works, and reſt wholly and alone 
upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Here is great encouragement and comfort for them 
that believe in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Such 
are our {ins, and we have ſo much of guilt upon us, 
and defilements in us, as we know not how, with 
any face, to make our appearance before a holy 
God. And many Chriſtians, upon occaſions, are 
- xeady to deſpair of finding mercy with God. "Tis 
*. true, if there were not a Mediator, an Interceſ(- 
for for us, there were reaſon to deſpair indeed. .But 
God hath put a great Office upon his Son, that he 
ſhall make Intercefſion for Tranſgreſlors, 7/a. 5 3. 12. - 
The Father there ſpeaking of his Son, with which I 
thall conclude; He hath poured out his*Soul unto 
aeath: And he was numbred with the Tranſgreſſors ; 
and he bare the ſia of many, and made Interceſſion for 
the 1 ranſgrefſors. Thele expreſtions ſhew, that God 
the Father loved his Son, becanſe he bare our fins; 
and made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſlors; there- 
fore will I divide him a portion with the great, and 


| | | " he ſhall divide the {ſpoil 'with the ſtrong ; becauſe 


--he made his Soul an offering for ſin, and bare 
the {in of many. Let this be comfort and encou- 
ragement to every poor Believer: And fay thus ; 
Well, I have many ſins, and many infirmities ; 
but thanks be to God, the League is broken, T do 


OW] 


Chrift ſet forth. WOT. 


not love them ; but I hate them---I am one that 
hangs upon Jeſus Chriſt : And ſeeing I have heard. 
that he 1s able to fave to the uttermoſt, all that . 
>come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to. 
make [Tnterceſſion for all choſe that come unto God-- 
by him 3 Iwill come unto God by him. - | 


SERMON XI. 


—_— 


——_—_— 


Hebrews 7. 26. 


For ſuch - an High-prieſt became us, who is holy, harm* 
leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and maae higher 
than the Heavens, 


Have, through Divine Aſſiſtance, gone thus far 
through this Chapter, where the Apoſtle treats 
ſo largely of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his Prieſtly-office. 
As we are to live by Faith, and to be ſaved by Faith; 
ſo it is of great moment, to every one rightly to 
underſtand, and to be inſtructed by Jeſus Chriſt,and 
his Prieſtly-office. For as we are {inners, there 1s no 
coming to a holy God, but by him. By him we are 
ſaid to draw nigh to God; in verſe 19. as hath been 
ſhewed. And he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all 
that come unto God by him ; in verſe 25. which was 
the laſt thing was handled, [ Hes able ro ſave to the 
uttermoſt, them that come unto God by him, ] So that © 
the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and Faith in him, 1s - 
that Knowledge that is abſolutely neceſlary to Sal- 
| vation : Therefore the Apoſtle doth ſo much inlarge 
upon it, in this Scripture, and in other Scr1ptures. 
Now.-in theſe words which I have read, for our 
: \ K 4 * preſent. 
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_preſent meditation, we have a further Argument 
and Demonſtration given by the Apoſtle, to prove 
that Jeſus Chriſt, our-great High-prieſt, is far more 
excellent than the High-prieſts under the Law. And 
the Argument 1s drawn from his purity, and-their 
ſinfulneſ(s: - His paricy being holy, harmleſs, unde- 
filed, ſeparate from ſinners: Whereas the Prieſts 
under the Law, they were guilty of ſin,.and there- 
fore they cid offer Sacrifices, firſt, for their own'fins, 
in verſe 17. But our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, .is- one ſepa- 
rated from ſinners; ſo that the Argument lies thus ; 
That Prieſt, that:High-prieſt,pure and undefiled,and 
hath no fin in him, muſt needs be more. excellent, 
-than they that had fin, and did offer Sacrifice for 

their own fins. | | TEE 2 
I begin now- with ver/e 26. -For. ſuch: an High- 
prieſt became us, . who was harmleſs, 5. e. ſuch-an 


_ High-prieſt was needful for us : and ſuitable for us 


4an- our ſtateand condition ; for if.we have had an 
High-prieſt that was not Holy. and Harmleſs, how 
ſhould he carry on the-work of an High-prieſt ? 
.How ſhould he ſave us from our fins? How, ſhould 
he bring us from Miſery, if he had:not been Holy 
and Harmleſs 2 But ſuch an High-prieſt became us, 
who was Holy :. If any other had undertaken to ap- 

ear inthe preſence of God for us, he could never 

ave brought this work about: Therefore. it: be- 
came us to have {uch an High-prieſt : It was not for 
a {inner to- appear in the preſence of a Holy Gad, if 
we had not (uch an High-prieſt, we could not have 
had acceptance with God, if we had not a Holy 
Advocate :: You know what old Eli ſaid to his Sons; 
faid be, It one man fin againſt another the Judge 
ſhall Jadze' him, (1 Sam: 2.25.) But if, a (man in 
- againſt the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him.?;There 
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is no manfit to treat with a Holy God, that fins 
"againſt the Lord. far 
2: But you will objeR and ſay, Did not God appoint 
Fob to pray for his Friends, and interceed for his 
Friends? And did not Abraham pray for Sodom ? 
And they were ſinners, and yet they were injoined 
: to pray for them. | 

- For that we muſs diftinguiſh betwecn the Prayer of 
the Saints,and the Interceſſion of a Mediator.By the In- 
_ tercefſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the Prayers of the Saints 
are accepted of God 3; why? Becauſe they come to 
him as a reconciled God, by Jeſus Chriſt : And their 
Prayers are made at the T hrone of Grace': - But the 
Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, is not toa reconciled 
God without Chriſt : but ro reconcile God by Chriſt, 
by his Death and- Suffering : Chriſt he appears in 
the preſence of God for us, to preſent his Blood as 
the means of our reconciliation. obs Prayer was 
not. to make reconciliation between God and his 
Friends by his Merits - But it was to draw out that. 
Mercy, he was willing to beftow upon them : It 
became Jeſus Chriſt to be Righteous, to be our Ad- 
vocate; fſaith' the Apoſtle, 1f any Man fin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, 'Feſus Chriſt:the Righ- 
teous, who 1s 4 Propitiation for our ſins. It was ſutea- 
ble to our condition,that he that ſhould appear in the 
preſence-of God for us, ſhould be . perfectly Righ- 
TEOus. ' FR NY Eh 

But then, here we have the puricy of Chriſt ſer - 
forth in four Branclies. 

1. He'is ſaid tobe Holy. 2. Harmleſs. 3. Un- 
defiled.. And 4. Separate from Sinners. And then 


we have his Exaltation, follows in theſe words © _ 


[made bigher than the Heavens. ] _e} fr” 
+ Theſe things we ſhall briefly explicate, as. mn 


ſhall aſſiſt; and then come to ſome Application 

Firſt, (faith the Text) He was Holy ] It became 
us to have ſuch an High Prieſt who was Holy. 
Now, Holineſs as it here ſtands, -in diſtin&tion from 
Undefilement, i ſignifies that Holy Conſecration, 
mhich Chriſt was under in his Prieſtly Office. For the 
Apoſtle hath reference in this word CHoly ] unto 
the Holineſs of the High Prieſt; which was his de- 
dication and conſecration to God. And therefore 
if you look into the 106. P/almv.16. You find there, 
that Aaron is called the Sarnt of the Lord, or the Ho- 
ly one of God. How is that ? Moſes was as much 
the Saint of the Lord in reſpect of Spiritual Grace, 
"as Aaron was. But this is nor ſpoken in reference 
to their Graces, but in reference to their Office. 
Aaron was the Saint of the Lord, the Holy one of 
God by Confſecration : For God took: him out of 
Iſrael, and ſet him apart for Eis Holy Service: and 
2s he was to approach to God, he was to have Ho- 
Tineſs written upon his Breaſt-plate, as you may ſee 
"Exod. 28.36. Thou ſhalt make a' Breaſt-plate of 
pure Gold, and Graye upon it with the Engrave- 
ings of a Signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD : 
"This was to be Graven on the Breaſt-plate [ Holi- 
nels ro the Lord ] becauſe he was to go into the Ho- 
Iy-of Holies, where God manifeſted himſelf : and 
.God-will be Sanctified by all thoſe that draw near 
tro him ---- And therefore he muſt .have a Breaſt- 
plate upori him, with this Engraving upon it 
{Holineſs to the Lord.] Why ? Becauſe he was 
Conſecrated to appear before the Holy God. So 
when Chriſt is faid to be Holy : He is the perſon 
that is Sanctified, and ſet apart to appear 1n the 
preſence of God for us. Therefore you have thoſe 
words of our Saviour, Joh. 17.19. And for their Jakes 
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' 1 Sanflifie my ſelf, that they alſo might be Sanftified 
through thy Truth. What is the meaning of this ? 
Chritt was Sanctified from the Womb, by the Ho- 
ly Spirit : But(faitch he) for their ſakes f Sandife 
my ſelf, i. e. I do ſer my ſelfapart for their ſervice, 
and do give pp my ſelf for their ſakes, to appear in 
the preſence of God for them : And ſuchan High 
Prieſt became us who is Holy, to appear in the pre- 
ſence of God for us. . 

Secondly, The Text faith, he is Harmleſs.] Every 
one of theſe four words, have their particular figni- 
fication : All drives to this, to ſet out the Lord-Je- 
ſus Chriſt, in his perſonal excellencies {He is Harm: 
le(s] the word ſignifies one that never did any 
wrong : and therefore in andther place, it is. tran- 
ſlated Innocent : one that did no Wa either in 
thought, word, or deed : And faith the Apoſtle, 
He knew 10 fin, 1 Cor.5. and the latter end; and 
ſaith the Apoſtle Peter, there was no guile found in his 
Mouth, 1 Fet. 2. 24. he was harmleſs : He was one 
that could neyer be charged with wrong done to 
the Name of God, or'to the good of Man-kind, he 
was Innocent, and therefore when the Scribes that 
> were his bitter Enemies, and always Quarreling 
with him, faith he (in way of challenge he, made 
againſt them) which of you convinces me of Sin? As if he 
ſhould ſay, you make great oppoſition againſt me of 
this and that, but which of you convinces me, of {in ? 
' Fob. 8:46. and Foh. 14.30. For the Prince of this World 
cometh, and. hath nothing in me. If the Devil could 
have found 'any thing in Chriſt but Innocency, he 

would have taken the advantage of him. Ts 
This is the ſecond Branch of the purity of © hrift 

[ He was Holy and Harmlels. ] | 
Thirdly, Vndefiled] He was undefiied, 7. e. his 
$. == Humane 
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Humane Natnte was never polluted with Original 
Sin, and Corruption never took hold on the Perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo he is (aid to be undefiled. We 
are unclean, and we come into the Worldunclean: 
Bur our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tho' he took our Nature 
upon him, yet he did not rake the finfulneſs of our 
Nature: He was undefiled in reſpec of all Origi- 
nal Sin and Corruption: there youread in the firſt 
of LZnke, when. the Angel came to Mary, to bring 
her the firſt Tidings of Chriſts conception and Birth; 
he.ſaid to her (in the 35 Yerſe) The Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
come up3n thee, and the power of the higheſt ſhall over- 
ſhadow thee : Therefore the Holy thing that ſhall be born 
of thee, ſhall be called the Sonof God, He was Holy, 
Pare and Undefiled in his Conception. David con-" 
fefled, in his Penitential Pſalm : That he was cori-: 
ceived in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity, as 'aN 
men are, bur our Lord Jeſus Chriit, he was con- 
ceived by the power of the Holy Ghoſt : And he is 
Holy and Undefiled : He hath nothing of the Cor- 
ruption of Mans Nature upon him. ----And that is 
his third excellency. And then, - 5 

Fourthly, Ir is faid, he i ſeparate from Sinners. ] 

This is ſtill ro hint out. ro us, that hecame not of the 
finful! Race of Mankind. He came of the Race of 
Mankind, bu: not of the finful Race : For God ſepa- 
rated him from the ſinfal Race of Mankind. The 

Man Chriſt Jeſus, ſeparated from finners, 5. e. from. 

all fianers, that came our of Adams Loins: That tho”. 

he was a Man, he was ſeparated from Man, as a (in- 
ner [ſeparated from finners.] | 
But here it may be objected; How can it be ſaid 

- that Chriſt was f(eparated from ſinners, when he 

converit ſo much with ſinners, when he was here on 

Eaxrthz fo that tie Phariſees ſaid, he __ a 
RES ine- 
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Wine-bibber, and a friend of Publicans and fin- 
ners? 

The Anſwer is thus: Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he was here on Earth, did converſe with 
ſinners, for the ſaving of their Souls, but never 
converſt with them 1n their fin: And ſo he is 
| ſaid to be ſeparated from ſinners. Chriſt could 

have no more communion. with their fins, than 

Light with Darkneſs : Yet he converſt with fin- - 
ners, as he came to fave and to ſeek them that. 
were loſt. He came to ſave them, not to mingle 
with them in their fins : Therefore you may ob- 
ſerve .in Luke 19. when he goes to Zachers his 
houſe, ſome of the people murmured, and ſaid, 
He.is gone to be a Gueſt, .to a man that is 2 
ſinner, in vez/e 7. But what ſaich Chriſt in verſe 10. 

che Son. of Man is come to ſeek and ro fave thoſe 

t were loſt z Therefore he was to go to be 2 
Gueſt to a ſinner; . to fave thoſe that were Joſt. 
It was eaſte with Chriſt.to keep, and converſe 
with ſinners, and. yet keep himſelf from the defile- 
ment of their ſins. As it is with a Phyfician ; he can_ 
£0 into the houſe of a fick perſon, and yer keep 

imſelf free from: the Concagion. of the Dilſcaſe. 
The. Adverſaries of Chriſt - could never. charge 
him with - any defilements of {in ; and herein the 
purity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is {et out to us 
[And it became us to have ſuch an High-prieſt.] 

- Bur then, here is the next. thing, which is, his 
Exaltation Sy higher than the Heavens. | That 
1s an expreſſion that carries much in it. Here we 
| have the. Exaltation of- our great High-prieſt. He 
is made higher than the Heavens: {Heavens in the 


Plural nuinber. ] The Scriptute mentions three 
Heavens. 
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Heavens. Firſt, The Loweſt Heaven is the Airy 
Heaven, where the Fowls of the Air flie. And of 
this you read in Gez. 1. about the 8th verſe. God 
called the Firmamenc Heaven, when he had ſepa- 
rated the Earth from the Heaven. 

The ſecondor middlemoit Heaven, is the Starry 
Heaven, which God thewed to Abraham,in Gen.1F. 
_ the Sun, Moon and Stars are contained. But 
then, | 

There is a Third Heaven, which: is the place of 
the bleſſed, where God deth manifeſt himſelf in his 
Glory ; and thar Third Heaven the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of, in 2 Cor. 12. 2. he tells us that he was caught up 
into the Third Heaven, that ts, the place where the 
blefled are--- This is that which Solomon calls the - 
Heaven of Heavens, in that paſlage of his, 1n 2 Chroz. 
2. 6. But who zs able to build him an Houſe, ſecing the 
- Heaven, and the Heautn of Heavens cannot contain 
him ? that is,God. Now (faith the Apoſtle here in 
my Text) Jeſus Chriſt our High-prieſt, is made 
higher'than the Heavens; he is made higher than 
the Terreſtrial Heaven,higher than the Starry Hea- 
ven; and1I pray mind what an Emphaſis the Scrip- 
ture puts upon this 3 compare the words of the Text 
with Epheſ- 4. 10. the Apoſtle faith, That he Aſ- 
cended far above all Heavens,that he might fill all things. 
The Apoſtle in the Text ſaith, that he ismade higher 
_, than the Heavens, and here he Sith, he is Aſcend- 

ed far above all Heavens; Why? Becaule in his 
exalted ſtate of Glory, he is taken-up above, to 
Gods right hand, which is above all the Created 
Glory in Heaven. For though the grear God made 
a Heaven for the holy Angels, and for the glorified 
Saints, and doth there manifeſt his Glory, ſo ger as 
_” ; " "* ohhey 
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.. they are capes of receiving it, yet ſtill God % 
above all ; t 

him (faith Solon :) How ? God isa Heaven in him- 
ſelf. You know the Prophet tells us, that he inha- 
bits in Eternity, and liveth in Eternity : Now this 
Eternity, was in God himſelf, before the Heavens 
were made ; and tho he manifeſts himſelf in his 
Glory, among the Saints and Angels, yet he is a- 


bove all ; and ſo the Glory of Chriſt is far above all - 


| the Glory of- the Saints and Angels; for the Glory 
of Chriſt is to {it at Gods right hand, 'as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, eb. 1. 13. He gives us Glory in Heaven, 
and his Angels have Glory in Heaven, .but Jeſus 
Chriſt hath higher Glory than all theſe, for he is at 
the Fathers right hand, arid he dwells in God him- 

elf, and inheriteth Eternity 3 ſee Epheſ. 1. 20, 21. 
when the Apoſtle, -who is ſpeaking of raiſing up 
Chriſt from the dead, he ſaith, He [er him on his own 
right hand in Heavenly places, far above all Principa- 
lities and Powers, and Might and Dominions, Mind 
' how high the Apoſtle goes with this; when he raiſed 
up Chriſt from the dead, he ſet him on his own 
Right hand, far above all Principalities, and Pow- 
ers, and Dominions. What Principalities and Pow- 
ers are theſe > Why the holy Angels, for Heaven is 
a Kingdom, and there is a Government and an Or- 


der.in Heaven. There is Principalities and Powers, - 


there is. Angels and Arch-angels: But when God 


raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, he raiſed him a- 
bove the Angels, he ſet him far above the Glory of 

the Saints. And tho he prayed that the Saints might _-{ 
be where he is,it is not meer that we ſhould be re-".. Þ 
ceived. in that height of Glory, where he is; but 
we are to have the Glory of Chriltcommunicated ' 


oo 


e Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 


153 3 
= - 


LE __ 
3 7 $4 
" a 


—_ "Chrif ſet forth. _ 


to us, ſo far as we are capable to receive him, as 
he is the ſecond Perfon of the Trinity. The Saints 
cannot reach'to that Glory he is -in, but they ſhall 
have it fo far as they are capable to receive him; 
Phil. 2. 9, 10. Wherefore God hath highly Exalted him, 
and given him a Name which 1 above every Name ; That 
at the Name of Feſus every Knee ſhould bow, of things in 
. Heaven,of things in Earth,of things under the Earth, All 
the holy Angels and Saints in Heaven, do bow un- 
ro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and do homage to him-in 
our Nature : Why? Becauſe the Father hath made 
him higher than the Heavens/; above all. the 
Glory of. Heaven. He is not only holy, harm- 
leſs, ſeparate from finners, but made higher 
than the Heavens.. And ſuch an High-prieſt* be- 
Came us. | : , 


Now for Application. 


This Doctrin is Four ways Uſeful to us : 


Firſt, This ſhews the Riches of Gods Goodneſs and 
Mercy to poor ſinful Man, that he ſhould appoint ſuch a 
High-prieſt to interceed for us 3 ſuch a 0xe a# 45 n0t to be 
found among all the Children of Men. God had the 
whole Creation before him, Angels and Men; | bur 
there was no Perſon could be found, that did be- 
come us, that was fit to be. our High-prieſt, buthe 
that is higher than the Heavens, the Son'of God. 
Oh the great goodneſs of God ! It will take up afi 
Eternity to adore God for his goodnels-in 'our Sal- 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt. God hath done much for us, 
in our.Creation; he hath made us rational Creatures 
out of nothing, . he hath made a World for us to 
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iohabit , and given us Dominion over the works 
of his hands -- hath made us but a little lower 
than the Angels; which made the Pfalmift cry 
out, Lord, what is. man tnat chou arc fo mindfal 
of him? But what is this work of Creation, ro 


the work of Redemption, by our Lord Jeſus. 


Chriſt > when he rook the Son of his love, that 
is higher than fhe Heavens, and had Glory with 
him before the World began; when there was 
no Heaven, no Earth, to take his Son, and to 
call himi to this work, to appear in the preſence 
of God, that we might be accepred by him. Oh 
what infinite ga2dnels is this! Oh how: ſhould 
we get our Nearts affected with this | He did not 
ſo with the Angels ; let us therefore labour to 


admire the riches 4nd .500dne& of God the Fa- 


ther, who hath called his Son ro this Oitice, and 


hath given him an Oath, that ke ſhouid be a Prieit + 


for ever. 


Second!y, As this Doftrin ſhews the great Love 
ind Mercy of God, fo alſo, The Grace of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſk. . For if he that had a Glory with the 
Father, before ihs World bezan, would not have 
become Man, would not have taken this Othce, we 
had all periihed; but chat he wino is Brigher than 
the Heevens, {hould condefcend ſo lov, as to take 
ap the caule of poor {1aners, wreiched {ttnaers. Do. 
we- know what we are? Have we any ſenſe of 
whac we are.by Nature > Do we nothna our felves 
Proud iinners, Carnal finners, Unbelieving {ta- 
riers, Vain and empty Creatures? And for him that 
is above the Heavens, ,to undertake for thefe poor 
Exrettures : Oh what as 45 Grace 2s this ! 

4 . Y wil 
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You know how it is among Men ; if you have a 
bad Man, and he hath a bad Cauſe, you will ſay 
there is not a man will undertake his Cauſe: Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he hath to deal with bad Men, 
and bad Women ; he undertakes for them, to' 
juſtifie them before God. Oh the riches of the 
Grace of Chriſt in undertaking for ſqch poor 
wretched finners ! You may apply that 1n Roz. 5. 
7,8. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
peraduenture for a good man ſome would even dare to 
dic: ®*ur God commendeth his love cowards us, in that” 
while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, 


Thirdly, This Dodtrin is A ſpecial ground of com- 
fort. for finding acceptance with God, to every believing 
Soul, to every one that comes: to God by Chriſt, by a 
true and infeigned Faith. You may come to God, 
having ſuch an High-prieft. If you mind the Scrip- 
tare you will find the Scripture doth not only com- 
mend Faich in the Children of God, but confidence 
(which is the higheſt degree of Faith;) in Zeb. 3. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriit being ſet as a Son 
over his own Houle, inv. 6. But Chriſt as a Son 
over his own Houſe, whoſe Houſe we are, if we 
hold faſt the confidence, and rejoycing of the hope, 
firm unto the end. If we hold faſt confidence : 
What is this confidence > Why confidence is when 
we go about a bufineſs without fear, doubtings, 
diſtrat, jealouſies, when we go freely and boldly 
about; ſo faith the Apoſtle, Ler ms go boldly ro the 
Throne of Grace : Why? For we have ſuch an High- 
prieſt chat interceeds for us. You know thata Man 
will bear and rely with confidence upon his Friend 
at Court; and ſhall! not we bear upon Chriſt, when 
we 
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we draw nigh to God by Jeſus Chrifl : We may 

then draw nigh to God with a holy confidence, not 

doubting. For it is a dithonour to our Lord Jeſus 

to want confidence in him; labour therefure to 

ſtrengthen your Faith by thele chings, that ye may 

ve che Lord with a holy, yet a humble conkfi-. 
ENCE. 


_ Laſtly, If ſach an High-prieſt became us, who 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
ſinners; Ther ſurely ſuch a People doth become this 
great High-prieſt, which are holy, harmleſs, and ſuch 
do mortifie their ſin, and do caſt off the pollutions of the 
World. As it becomes us to have ſuch an High- 
prieſt,{o it becomes us to be holy as he is holy ; to be 
| pure as he is pure] ſhall give you but one or two in-' 
ſtances, and ſo conclude; in Philip.4. 8. Finally, Bre- 
thren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt , whatſoever things 
are pure , whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report ;, if there be any vertue, and 
if there be any praiſe , think on theſe things, The 
Apoſtle gives this as a general rule; if there be 
any thing that is good, true, and holy, that to 
the Glory of God, think on theſe things : So in 
the Epiſtle to the Epheſians 4. I. 1 beſeech you there-' 
fore, that you walk, worthy of the Vocation wherewith 
ye are called; that is, that ye walk becomingly, 
chat you walk up to it. I ſhall name but one 
Scripture more, which the Apoſtle there writes 
for the inſtruction of Chriſtian Women, 1 Tim. 
2. 9, IO. In like manner alſo, that Women adorn 
themſelves in modeſt Apparel, with ſhamefaſtneſs and 
ſobriety ; not with Brozdered m_— or Gold, or Pearls, 
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You know how it is among Men ; if you have 2 


bad Man, and he hath a bad Cauſe; you will fay 


there is not a man will undertake his Cauſe: Our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he hath to deal with bad Men,” 
and bad Women ; he undertakes for them, to' 
juſtifie them -before' God. Oh the. riches of the 


Grace of Chriſt -in undertaking for ſqch poor 


wretched ſinners ! You may apply that in Roz. 5. 


75,8. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
peraduenture for a good man ſome would even dare to 


die: But God commendeth his love towards as, in that” 


while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. 


Thirdly, This Do&trin is A ſpecial ground of com-. 
fort. for finding acceptance -with God, to every believing 


Soul, to every one that Comes: to God by Chriſt, by a 


true and unfeigned Paith. You may come to God, 


having ſuch an High-prieft. If you mind the Scrip- 
" tare you will-find the Scripture doth not only com- 


4 mend Faich in the Children of God, but confidence 
| (which is the higheſt degree of Faith;) in Heb. 3. 


the Apoſtle fpeaking of Chriſt being ſet as a Son 
over his own Houle, in wv. 6. But Chriſt as a Son 
over his own Houſe, whoſe Houſe we are, if we 
hold faſt the confidence, and rejoycing of the hope, 
firm unto the end. If we hold faſt confidence : 


What is this confidence? Why confidence is when 


we go about a buſineſs without fear, doubtings, 
diſtruſt, jealouſies, when we go freely and boldly 


about; ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Ler ws go boldly to the” 


Throne of Grace : Why? For we have ſuch an High- 
prieſt that interceeds for us. You know thata Man 
' will bear and rely with confidence ppon his Friend 
at'Court;- and ſhal! not we bear upon Chriſt, when 
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we. draw nigh to. God by Jeſus Chrifl : We may 
then draw nigh to God with a holy confidence, not 
doubting. For it is a dithonour to our Lord Jeſus 
to want confidence in him; labour therefore to 
ſtrengthen your Faith by theſe chings, that ye may 
MEE the Lord with a holy, yet a humble conkfi-. 

ENCE. 


; Laſtly, If ſach an High-prieft became us, who 
was holy, harmleſs, . undefiled, and ſeparate from 
ſinners; Ther ſurely ſuch a People doth become this 
great High-prieſt, which are holy, harmleſs, and ſuch 
do mortifie their ſin, and do caſt off the pollutions of the 
World. As it becomes us to have ſuch an High- 
prieſt,{o it becomes us to be holy as he is holy ; to be 
| pure as he is pure.] ſhall give you-but one or two in-' 
ſtances, and ſo.conclude; in-Philip.4. 8. Finally, Bre- © 
thren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt , whatſoever things 
are pure , whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever. 
things are of good report; if there be any vertue, and 
if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things, The- 
Apoſtle gives this as a general rule ; if there be 
any thing that is. good, true, and holy, that to 
the Glory of God, think on theſe things : So in 
the Epiſtle.to the Epheſians 4. I, 1 heſeech. you there-' 
fore, that you walk, worthy of the Vocation wherewith 
ye are called; that is, that ye walk becomingly, 
chat you walk up to it. I ſhall name but one 
Scripture more, which the Apoſtle there writes 
for the inſtruction of Chriſtian Women, 1 Ti. 
2. 9, IO. In like manner alſo, that Women adorn 
themſelves in modeſt Apparel, with ſhamefaſtneſs and” 
ſobriety ;, not with Brozdered _— or Gold, or Pearls, 
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"Godtine/s. There is-a Dreſs becoming ' men 
profeiiing Godlineſs ; and there is the Dreſs of q 
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" Chriſk. ſet forth 


atlot. There 1snot a Woman in the Congrega- 


'tion, but woula. be counted a Profeſſor of God-' 


lineis: Then look to your Attire, wear thoſe things 
that carry Sobriety, Modeſty, and Shamefaſtnelis,- 


and ſuch a Drels as becomes Godlineſs. And 


ſince we have ſuch an High-prieſt as becomes 
us, who is holy, harmleſs, and undefiled ; . how 
doth it become us to live ro the glory of God, 

and the honour of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, © 


A Cetalos ” of Books Printed for, and ave mo be 
FF Everal Diſcourſes concerning Actnal Pro. 
g Defenſive Armour againſt four of $4 
Chapter of the Canticles. 
Norwich. 
The Glory of Chriſt ſet forth, with the ne- 


© Sldby "Edward Giles, Bookgeller in Norwich, E 
vidence. 
tans moſt fiery Darts. 
Thirteen Sermons upon ſeveral ufefat Sub- 
The” Way of the Spirit irt bringing Souls to b 
ceſſity of Faith,in ſeveral Sermons: both by Mis -. | 


SSAIGSS! FEETEDS 2544444444 
near the Market-Place. 
A word i in Seafor. 

Sermons upon the' whole firſt and fecond 
jeas : All publiſhed by John Collms D. D. of 
Chriſt. 

Themas Allen,late Paſtor of a Charchat Norwich. 


Encels, Walk with God "ard Chrift, a Chri- 


ftian's Gain : by Mr, Timothy Armitage,” late 
 Minifter at Aorwzch. — 

A Diſcourſe of the precionfnefs of Chrift, 
and of the precioufneſs of Faith. _. -F 
Precious Promiſes the Portion of- of ' 
. comers. 
Sermons on five ſeveral ofeful Subjogs 3 all 


A Fo : 


- by Mi: qobn Longher, Miniſter in Norſk 

| The Saints Sen by Mr. Francis Engliſh,: y 

| late Minifterin Norwich. + | 

{  _ Directions tppell Engliſh right. 

'B The Hiſtory of the Proves Reformation, as 

F it.was begun by Lather, - | 
5 'The Dead Saint ſpeaking; being a Sermon . 

F preached upon the Death of 'Mr. Newcomb of * 

| Dedhamin Effex. | 
- _ ,/ The Engliſh Prerbyteriau. 

#- / . The Miracles of Chriſt. 

"The ordinary matter of Prayer, drawn into 

Queſtions and Anſwers. - - 

-- Two Treatiſes, the firſt, Rejovcing in the 
Lord Jeſus in all Caſesand Conditions : The 
fend Of a Chriſtian's Hope in Heaven, and 

reedom from Condemnation by Chriſt : both 
by Mr. Robert Afly, late Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
in Norwich. _ 
*- Obedience to Magiſtrates, recommended in | 
a Sermon preached September the gth, 1683, 
being. the Thanſgiving Day for his Majeſties De-. 
liverance : by Fonathan Gaphen, Rector of _ 
Wramplingham in Norfolk. 
A Preſent for; Youth, and an Example for 
the Aged ;. Two. Diſcourſes, one of Spiritual 

- Bleſſings ; the other, That God hath an high 

. account of the leaſt Grace intheSaints: by Mr. 

"Iv John Cromwell, late Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt 
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nile Baptiſm of Chriſt's » Aopetincd by" 
My. Somiel. Petto, Miniſter of the Goſpel in 
Sudbury in Siffolk, 


Of the Converſion of Sinners to God in 
Chriſt, the neceflity, nature, means, and ſig! 
of it, witha concluding Speech to the Uncon- 


verted: by Martin Finch, a Servant of Chriſt -- * | 


in the Work of the Goſpel, in the City of Abor-” 
wich. 

Sincerity, or. the upright Man's Walk to 
Heaven, delivered in ſeveral SETIMONS 1 in the 
Pariſh Church of St. Michael, in Long:fratten,. 


in Norfolk; by James Oldfield, late "Miniſter - 
there. 


Alexipharmacon S ds Being a Defenſa: . 'E 


tive againſt the Toon and Stzng of Death. Or, 
The great expedient how to Saks the Bed of 
the Grave ſo eafie, that we may lye down in” 


reace, and takeour Reſt. By Samuel Snowden, ; 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at Newton in Norfolk. 

Chriſt ſet forth, in ſeveral Sermons, upon 
the ſeventh C hapter of the Hebrews, by Mr.” 
Robert Ottee, late Paſtor toa Congregation in 
Beckles in Suffolk. 

Sacramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral Sele& Subs 
jects, to which is added, a Diſcourſe of the" 
Life of Faith, by Chriſtopher Amiraell Miniſter of. 
the ee in Norfolk, 
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